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PREFACE. 



*^^^^^^0m0^0^0^t 



During my wanderings on the outskirts of civiliza- 
tion, and among savage tribes who had never beheld 
a white man, I invariably noted down on the in- 
stant whatever facts and impressions seemed worth 
recording. '^ Nulla dies sine lined^'' was my motto ; 
and, however much exhausted by fatigue, I never 
lay down to rest without having entered in my 
journal such observations as could not be registered 
by the pencil alone. My sketches have been ex- 
hibited in London and other large towns, and are 
being published separately ,* my notes are offered tp 
the public, not without diffidence, in the following 
pages. 

Much as has been written about South Australia 
and New Zealand, there yet appeared to be room 
for the remarks of a disinterested observer, who 
went to the Antipodes actuated by an ardent admi- 
ration of the grandeur and loveliness of Nature 
in .her wildest aspect. My aim has been to de- 
scribe faithfully impressions of savage life and 



YUl PBEFACE. 

scenes in countries only now emerging from a 
primitive state of barbarism ; but which the energy 
and enterprise of British colonists, and the benign 
influence of Christianity combined, will eventually 
render the peacefiil abodes of civilized and pros- 
perous communities. Having penetrated into the 
interior of Australia and New Zealand, and been on 
firiendly terms with the natives, sharing the hospi- 
tality and journeying in the company of the New 
Zealand chiefs, I may perhaps be entitled to the 
merit of originality on this score. But it is prin- 
cipally as a faithful describer of what struck the 
mind of an artist seeking to delineate the character- 
istic features of the countries and people^ that I rest 
my claims to public attention. 

Writing as an artist, I make no pretensions to 
literary skill, having attempted nothing beyond 
arranging in a readable form the rough notes that 
I made at the moment ; and the constant demands 
of my profession on my time have compelled me to 
perform this task in a more hurried manner than I 
had anticipated. I must, therefore, claim indul- 
gence for any marks of crude or hasty composition, 
from those readers who are accustomed to the 
studied paragraphs and flowing periods of accom- 
plished writers. 

GEORGE FRENCH ANGAS. 



Gloucester Place. 
Sept. 1846. 
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SAVAGE LIFE AND SCENES 
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AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE VOYAGE FROM ENGLAND TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

It was in the month of September that I left Eng- 
landy when the golden tints of autumn had over- 
spread the landscape with their mellow touch. No 
day had ever before appeared so lovely as the one on 
which we embarked. There was a clear frosty morn- 
ing, and the sun rose without a cloud ; the summer 
flowers still filled the gardens, and the apples and 
mulberries lay scattered over the dewy grass-plats, 
with the early sunshine glittering upon them. I 
opened my bedroom window; the air was balmy 
and fresh, and the blackbird sang melodiously ; it 
seemed as if everything was more beautiful than 
usual, — perhaps it was because I was going to leave 
it all so soon. 
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OFF THE LIZARD. 



The last parting sounds from the shore were the 
gentle and distant tollings of the Sabbath bells. 
Were ever Sabbath bells so full of meaning before t 
They •almost appeared to murmur to the parting 
ship — 

" Thou wilt not bring us back 
All whom thou bearest far from home and hcactb : 
Hauy are thine no more again to (rack 
Thdr own aweet native earth." 
The next Sabbath dawn rose upon us in the sunny 
latitudes of Portugal, nine hundred miles from our 
native land; our gallant vessel speeding through 
the waters, dashing back the snowy foam into its 
own blue depths, and with not a living thing to 
break the boundless line of the horizon. 




[Off the Lizard, the first week at Bca.] 



THE FORECASTLE QORGEOUS SUKSBT. 3 

The most picturesque interior on board a vessel is 
the forecastle, belonging to the seamen. The descent 
through the hatchway is by a steep ladder, and in 
the centre of the apartment hangs an old rusty lamp, 
fed with whale-oil, dropping a copious distillation 
on the shoulders of those who pass beneath it. The 
dim flame has scarcely strength to penetrate its 
furthest recesses, where dubious twilight gives scope 
to the fancy to supply other rows of hammocks as a 
continuation to those slung, like white canvass boats, 
from the deck above. A sailor prides himself upon 
his hammock : moreover, it is a snug thing ; it is 
his constant bed, and may be, ofttimes, his shroud, 
when his resting-place is the deep wide sea. The 
lower-deck, kept bright by constant scrubbing, is 
surrounded with a semicircle of chests of all descrip- 
tions, though varying but little in size. It is even- 
ing, and the " watch below" are assembled, pipe in 
mouth, without a thought of care, listening to the 
music of a violin. I should like Bill Wilson's 
mother to have seen her boy then: every inch a 
sailor; a brave, free-hearted, careless one; half- 
sitting, half-lying on his sea-chest, and drumming 
his fingers to the merry tune, as happy as a king. 
Alas, poor boy ! he dreamed not of the dark and 
troubled future. 

Lat. 33^ N. The setting sun seems to add new 
splendours to his pavilion of glory, in the tran- 
sparent atmosphere of these latitudes. Streams of 
molten gold have streaked half the horizon with 
their intense brilliancy, brighter than the glow of 

B 2 



4 THE PETREL — STANZAS. 

ten thousand pyrotechnic fires bursting athwart the 
sky. There poured such a flood of living crimson 
around, that every blue wave changed from the hue 
of the sapphire to that of the amethyst, and the 
whole arch of heaven was full of purple light. A 
rainbow, like a reflex of the sun's parting smile, 
swept its gay colours across the eastern clouds, and 
the pageantry of the sky was gone ; then came the 
calm, grey night, and the awful stillness of the 
ocean, as it slept beneath a shower of moonbeams. 
Surely if there were sea-nymphs, or green-haired 
mermaidens, they would have chosen just such a 
glorious night for their syren-singing. 

The little petrels, or Mother Gary's chickens, are 
constantly careering about the vessel, now skimming 
through the sunshine, and now tripping along, 
gently touching the waves with their little black 
feet, as though they received fresh vigour by contact 
with the element, or fluttering, moth-like, above 
some object in the water. As I leant over the 
vessel's side, watching these ocean birds, the follow- 
ing stanzas rose to my mind, and I could not refrain 
from putting them on paper. 

Bird of untiriDg wing, 
Whence art thou wandering ? 

Has the broad blue sea 

A home for thee 
On its bosom of murmuring waters ? 

When the red sun is born 

At the coming of day, 

From the night to the mom, 

Thou art round our way, 

* 

Like a spirit upon the water«« ' - 
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A thousand miles and more 
From onr native northern shore, 

O'er the broad blae sea 

Wanderers are we 
On the breast of the faithless ocean ; 

For we seek far away 

Green hills again. 

But night and day 

Thou art skimming the main 
With thy swift and silent motion. 

Where is thy place of rest ? 
Where is thy moss-weaved nest ? 

The broad blue sea 

Will cheerless be 
When its tempest winds arc sweeping. 

There must be a spell 

In the salt sea foam. 

That thou loy'st it so well 

As to make it thy home. 
Thou nursling of ocean's keeping. 

Bird of untiring wing, 
Pursue thy Journeying. 

The broad blue sea 

Thy home must be 
From the dawn to the set of day ; 

For the Spirit of Power 

Hath been thy guide, 

From thy earliest hour. 

O'er the waters wide 
To teach thee thy trackless way. 

On the 7th October we saw land. The sun had 
just risen, and darkly grey against the bright east 
the high peaks of Porto-Santa were defined by a 
sharp cutting outline. Beyond us, to the south- 
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west, wrapped In the mantle of fog and clouds that 
had been gathered daring the night by the freshen!]^ 
wind, rose the far-famed Isle of Madeira; the 
shroud of vapour partially cleared away, and re- 
vealed to the sunshine this gem of the ocean. StiD, 
masses of heavy cloud lingered around the monntun 
tops, and the central peak was wholly concealed. 
As the vessel glided along in full sail, the land on 
both sides presented ever- varying points of view; 
the crisp blue waters were crested with foam, and 
the bright sunshine chasing away the dull fog, lit 
up scene after scene of enchanting beauty. It 
appeared as though we had reached some paradise 
belonging only to the regions of fancy. It was 
delicious to watch the sunlight gild the rugged 
peak, throwing dark shadows along the mountain 
glen — to see the white cottages sprinkled about the 
valleys, and the green vineyards sloping down as it 
were from the bosom of the clouds. 

The south-cast portion of the coast is girt by 
stupendous cliffs and sharply pointed rocks, against 
which u high surf runs. Beyond these rise, till 
their summits are concealed by the clouds, vast moun- 
tain slopes, scattered with forests and vineyards ; 
where we could discern, as on a miniature model, 
villages, cottages, and convents, and trace the 
paths along the winding glens, and the vivid green 
patches of the gardens. The effects of light and 
shade and mist on the landscape were surprisingly 
grand, aud all lookeil gay in the morning sunshine ; 
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grampuses bounding through the waves, and the 
seafowl skimming round, im^rted life to the scene. 

Three islands called Desertas lie to the southeast 
of Madeira ; they are high, and rise abruptly from 
the sea, whilst their summits are jagged and serrated 
in a peculiar manner. A sharp, isolated column of 
rock, resembling a ninepin, occurs at the extremity 
of the northernmost island : they all present a 
barren and desolate aspect. 

We sighted several of the Canary Islands. On 
the morning of the 9th, Palma was visible, distant 
15 miles ; owing to the haze, its only indication was 
a huge shadowy mass, scarcely distinguishable from 
the atmosphere, rising to an immense height from 
the sea. On the 11th, we fell in with the north-east 
trade wind in latitude 26° N. The moon rose of a 
deep and clear amber colour, and though now 
waning, flashed its powerful rays, like a second sun, 
from behind occasional masses of cloud. The crisp 
indigo-blue waves, with their moon-spangled foam, 
the purity of the milky way, the unusual brilliancy 
of the planets, and the strong yet balmy-breathing 
wind, are characteristic of the nights we now enjoy. 
More congenial than the scorching heat of noontide, 
with its hot and misty glare, is the reviving breath 
of the atmosphere after sunset, when down comes 
the awning on deck, and a host of bright stars gem 
the canopy of the sky. 

On the 13th, we crossed the tropic of Cancer, 
Seated on the bowsprit, I have been watching our 
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progreM tliroogh the «rateni« The white ware* ar 
dfl«hing back as the veMeFf prow cleaves its vtj 
through thdr tnuUt ; no mnoky dull atmo«phere i 
around — no chill and gloomy hla«t : all w light aw 
itnifhine; abore, around, licjrond, to the fartbai 
rerge of the horizon, the blue «ky and the blue fe( 
feem to «niile at each other. Bouthvrard, a blaze o 
light and heat mark^ tlie noontide sun flashing hi 
tropical splendour around ; and thin clouds, liki 
i];>ecks of vrandering dovrn — 

^ gbeplMtd^ hy tb« ilw, ttowilUof wind,'' 

•teal most gently along the sky. There are ganneti 
wheeling on their strong pinions, in pursuit of tb 
timorous flying flsh, as they leap up to escape the 
jawi of the green and golden dolphin^ A bird, 
supposed by some to be a grey parrot, settled oi 
the fore top^llant^yard this afternoon, but it wan 
only a little downy owl ; and since the moon rose, 
I have watched it flying briskly around the maats, 
rainly searching for tlie moths and bats of ita owa 
ancestral trees in Africa. 

Within the tropics we frequently obserre thi 
beautiful Pliasalia or ^* Portuguese man-of'War^ 
ito transparent membrane or sail* is of a bright rose 
eolour. It is a delicate toy with which the breezei 
%port^ yet it skims on unhurt, for it is one of oeeaa'i 
progeny. 

17th OcUiber, — ^The ijilands of Kan Nicholas and 
f$an Antonio are in sight : the more northerly di 



CAPS BE YERDES — ST. JAOO. 9 

the Cape de Verdes. Sunrise was a magnificent 
spectacle : rugged masses of fleecy gold, strangely 
hurled about the sun, were succeeded by lines and 
streaks of exquisite splendour, with mountains of 
dark cloud ; and, in another hour, the might of the 
tropical day had chased back the morning vapourSi 
pouring an unchecked flood of light over the sea. 

It was evening as our vessel rapidly neared the 
rugged coast of St. Jago. One vast and lofty peak 
towered high above the others in the shape of a 
huge, irregular pyramid. All eyes were directed 
towards the mountains as we sailed along abreast 
of the land, distant from the shore not more than 
four or five miles. It was an enchanting sight : the 
irregular and wildly-broken peaks, hurled and piled 
in careless grandeur one above another as they 
stretched inland, presented a more striking outline 
than the heights of Madeira, There we sat in a 
row, mounted on the top of the longboat, feasting 
our eyes with the pleasant sight of land ; rendered 
more delicious by the hope that in a few hours we 
might be treading those shores which now appeared 
to us like some oasis in the desert, or some bright 
dream realised. As we watched with feelings ot 
admiration, fresh peaks, and glens, and ridges of 
golden green, presenting themselves in succession to 
our view ; gradually they grew darker : the mists 
began to settle in the deep valleys, the outline of 
every mountain became sharp and catting, and a 
thousand rich mellow tints of brown and purple 

B 5 
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spread over tbeir steep sides as the full burst of a 
tropical sunset flashed up its splendours behind 
them, leaving a background like glowing amber, 
above which lay masses of heavy grey olouds look- 
ing as dense as though they were charged with the 
thunders of a tornado. Peak after peak yielded up 
its parting gleam, cast from the setting sun, and 
malted into the repose of night so rapidly, that 
almost before we were aware of it, the stars shone 
out, and darkness surrounded us : not heralded, as 
in our northern lands, with the genUy gloaming 
twilight that makes the day steal imperceptibly 
into the night, but sudden and impetuous, stretching 
like a vast extinguisher over the bosom of the ocean. 
Before the first gleam of day-break I was on deck. 
We were at least twelve miles from our destination 
at Porto Praya, which lies at the southern point of 
the island, in a small bay. The wind was light, and 
I feared we should hardly reach the port before 
noon. Telescopes were in great request. The 
mountains seemed, if possible, more beautiful and 
inviting than they did on the preceding evening. 
A grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, and a few scattered 
date-palms, reminded us that we were approaching 
the climate of tropical Africa. But little cultivuted 
ground was visible, and flats of elevated land aboye 
the shores were covered with parched grass, on 
which the cloudless sun poured down its withering 
and fervid rays. Clusters of pulga bushes sprinkled 
the sides of the valleys with patches of a vivid green 



FIRST SIGHT OP THE TOWN. 11 

colour ; higher up the mountains might be discovered 
tracks of forest and scrubby brake interspersed with 
bold grey rocks ; and above all rose a conical peak 
like that o£ a volcano— which, I believe, is an extinct 
crater, and the highest point in the island — with thin 
vaporous clouds hanging round its sides, and spread- 
ing along the summits of the less elevated moun- 
tains. Indeed, the whole island presents volcanic 
appearances, and lava soil is noticeable in many 
places. Large flocks of cattle and goats were scat- 
tered over the sunny, brown-looking plains above 
the sea, and small clusters of thatched huts consti- 
tuted the farms to which they belonged. The surf, 
rolled in by the north-east trade- wind, beats violently 
against the shore along the whole of the coast ; and, 
as we rounded the south-east point, the rocks as- 
sumed a bolder form, strewn at their base with black 
fragments, over which the surf boiled like a whirl- 
pool, dashing up to a great height. 

On rounding the point, we cam^ IZ f!^^^ ^^ ^® 
town of Porto Praya ; which is built on an eminence 
of rock overlooking the bay, exhibiting a row of 
wooden houses painted white and bujff colour, and 
roofed with red or white tiles : to the right extended 
the cane-thatched huts of the Black Town. The 
descent from the town is steep, and leads to a fine 
shingle beach ; on the left the shore is sandy, where 
a stream of water runs into the sea. Cocoa-nut 
trees were scattered pretty thickly along the water's 
edge, till the beach terminated in barren sand-hills 
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with a rocky bluff, against which the angry breakers 
lanhccl with violence. In the background rose the 
mountains, clustered in a variety of picturesque and 
romantic forms. The glow of a tropical noon gilded 
the whole. The feathery leaves of the cocoa-trees 
moved gracefully in the air, large hawks hovered 
fearAiUy around us, and all had a strange and foreign 
airi M we cast anchor about half a mile from the 
ihoro. After an hour's delay, the Consul came off 
to us in his boat, under the shade of a huge umbrella, 
bringing witli him the health and customs' officers. 
The usual ceremonies being over, we were permitted 
to land* Tlie gig was lowered alongside, and the 
ehtiAr rigg^ for the ladies and children to go ashore. 
No sooner had the ship's boat pulled off towards 
the l«uid than other craft came round us, with 
orangt^ and cocoa-nuts for sale, eager to coiprey 
^ually c^agcr passengers at the rate of sixpenee 
ah<Hid. S<^T«ral of us descended into one of theae 
^«^^.r^d Tvi^ rowed safely enough till we reached 
\h^ <^uiiii<m«^iuent of a surf, about a dozen 3rmrd3 
(h>tti l)^ $hon^. In^liead of landing as at the rocks 
a» iWv $kMhi haxift d«aie, they (HiUed acn^ss to the 
WKidY ^Ikm^imi tKe left c^fthetown^fiillT a mile froaa 
1tli^$Ki{>k A wlwte$w«prfiw?iwswcredniwn «p 
«a tW ^aad awailii^ oar aitiraL and no SMincr kad 
iw ^lirtw«i tW IwdbMrs dnua w« wwe smanped in 
tdW^ $iairC and draKliied fKMK knd i>d foot. In n 
W9Wi<tt:t <%feA w urn UmsL foUo^i^ vtere rewnd ns^ 
n|t ^"^ ^tcur ^aiia in dbe&vuau «^ no oniMr artilfidnl 
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adornment than the beads round their necks. At 
first we imagined that they were going to carry the 
boat with ourselves in it upon their shoulders to the 
shore, instead of which it appeared that we were to 
mount their backs, whilst they waded with us through 
the surf. In an instant we were all astride upon 
their shoulders, each man triumphantly bearing off 
his load as fast as possible. We presented a most 
ludicrous sight, all laughing at one another, and 
seyeral were on the point of upsetting. They pat 
US down on the hot sands that extended some little 
way above high water-mark, beyond which grew a 
trailing plant of great beauty, called by the natives 
to coccoan. It grows about eighteen inches high, 
with a round leaf, and a fleshy-jointed stem ligneous 
near the root, the blossom convolvulus-like, and 
displaying a disc seven or eight inches in circumfe- 
rence, of a brilliant lilac colour. We plucked the 
delicate blossoms almost instinctively, as if to admire 
them still further by the sense of touch, though they 
withered almost immediately in our hands. We 
met several negresses on the shore in their gay cos- 
tume, consisting of a petticoat of printed blue or 
brown cotton, worn tightly round the hips, and 
reaching to the ankles in loose folds, a portion of it 
being twisted up at the waist, and descending on the 
left side like a scarf. A white body, or jacket 
without sleeves, and a red or yellow kerchief tied 
round the head, with necklaces, ear-rings, and silver 
bracelets on one arm, completed their dress. Goats' 
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skins are an article of trade here with America, and 
bundles of them lay on the sands ready for exportation, 
bn reaching the stream we directed our course 
inland, following its banks amongst the luxuriant 
foliage of cocoa-nuts and bananas, with a profusion 
of la coccoon blossoms starring the surface of the 
ground. We hired one of the negro boys called 
*' Jokim," who accompanied us as a guide, promising 
his services all day, first for three shillings and after- 
wards for one. But it was useless hiring a single 
lad : we were fated to have them all for our guides, 
whether we liked it or not, to the number of seren. 
One carried my insect-net, another the forceps, a 
third the collecting box, a fourth my sketch-book, 
and so on ; thus escorted, we sallied forth with our 
negro phalanx. The stream, which here empties 
itself into the sea, is the residue of a mountain torrent, 
after the greater portion of it has been led off for the 
use of the town ; where it is received into a tank or 
fountain — a deep translucent basin, brimming with 
the cooling element — whence the damsels of Porto 
Praya dip their water, in calabashes and jars, which 
they carry on their heads. Brilliant tropical but- 
terflies floated swiftly through the sultry air, now 
sporting like spirits of light and beauty round the 
tops of the palm trees, and now chasing each other 
amongst the broad leaves of the banana and the 
plantain. Other species were hovering about the 
pulga bushes, or expanding their gay wings on the 
mimosa thorn, or the drooping leaf of the sug^- 
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cane. There had been recent heavy rains, and in 
some places the ground was exhaling moisture, and 
cracking on the surface with the heat of the sun. 
The musquitoes along this glen were numerous and 
troublesome; the stream was stagnant in places, 
emitting unwholesome exhalations ; huge sows wal- 
lowed in the mire with their numerous litters ; and 
wasps and other noxious insects were buzzing, about 
us continually. 

Wishing for some cocoa-nut milk we knocked at 
a garden door by the wayside, leading through a 
shed into a luxuriant garden of rich black soil, filled 
with lofty cocoa-nut trees, bananas, tamarinds, pa- 
paws, mammees, and other fruits. Presently a little 
black fellow, in a state of nudity, climbed dexte- 
rously up a cocoa-nut tree, clinging with arms and 
legs round the tall trunk of the palm, when down 
came the heavy green nuts bump upon the ground. 
Beneath the shade of a spreading fig-tree, we rested 
ourselves on some felled dates, whilst our young 
guides were busy dashing the nuts against the stone 
wall to break the green husk ; they pricked a small 
hole in each, and pouring the colourless milk into a 
calabash gave it to us to drink. Behind us grew a 
plantation of millet, and vines were trained along 
over bamboos, but they bore nothing but unripe 
grapes. Seeing a fine goat and her kid outside the 
hut, we explained to the old negro man that we 
wished for some milk, when two boys laid hold of 
the udder and commenced milking her into an old 
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teapot without a spout, whilst the man held her by 
the horns. The teapot was filled with froth, and the 
difficulty now remained how to get at it, for the rim 
rendered it next to an impossibility ; however it was 
too great a treat to refuse, and though the teapot 
had evidently been used for every purpose except 
the right one (for tea is not drunk here), and the 
milk had flowed through the little black hands, still 
we enjoyed the draught as a luxury after our sea 
voyage. We next tasted the bananas and the pa- 
paws, which they gathered oS the trees ; the latter 
fruit resembles a soft pumpkin, being of a reddish or 
yellowish-green colour, about six inches long, and 
grows in clusters at the top of a high stem, above 
which branch out the leaves, something like those 
of a gigantic mallow. This fruit is anything but 
pleasant; a soft juicy pulp surrounds a mass of 
globular seeds, like mustard-seed, very hot and dis- 
agreeable ; the pulp is the part eaten, but the skin 
has a fetid odour which pervades the whole. The 
blossom resembles yellowish wax, is of a jessamine 
form, and grows out of the top of the trunk, without 
a stalk ; it emits a faint primrose-like scent. The 
back part of the town overlooks this valley of vege- 
tation, and the owners of the gardens sit at their 
doors and look down beholding all that goes forward 
there. TBfe negro who sold us the fruit pointed to 
his master who was sitting in a distant verandah 
upon the cliff above. A well of clear water stood 
near the entrance of the garden. It was thatched 



NEGRESSES WASHING. 17 

with canes, and the water was raised by means of a 
large wheel set round with red earthen jars, placed 
one after another, so that as the wheel revolved they 
kept coming up full. 

We followed the course of the stream till we 
reached another large well, where several negro 
women were engaged in washing. They beat the 
clothes with a baton as the continental Europeans 
do. The gay bright hues of their cotton dresses 
imparted a liveliness to the scene, which was here 
very picturesque and pleasing. This valley runs a 
long way inland, the vegetation marking its course 
by a belt of richer green that mingles with the 
golden brown of the hills on either side. As we 
advanced, troops of locusts rose up firom the ground 
at every step, reminding me of the multitudes of 
these insects I had encountered when crossing the 
arid plains between Syracuse and Catania in Sicily ; 
then old Alosco was my escort, now I had Jokims 
and Johnies, Marsalins, Vincents, Penas, and many 
more — an army with which one might have pe- 
netrated into the opposite forests of the shores of 
Senegambia. We ascended a steep winding path 
that led back to the town, by the side of which 
stood a wooden crucifix, supported by a rude heap 
of stones. 

As the island belongs to the Portugese, the 
prevailing religion is the Papist faith ; though but 
few priests, or in fact any other visible demonstra- 
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tion of their creed are to be seen, excepting a 
chapel, and the wooden crucifix. 

About two leagues inland lies Trinidad, where 
the Governor resides. In its neighbourhood oranges 
and lemons, for which the island is famous, are cul- 
tivated ; as are also most of the articles which supply 
the market of Porto Praya. We now reached the 
commencement of the huts or cottages of the 
coloured population. They are chiefly square, sub- 
stantial-looking sheds, built of rough stone one 
story high ; but few contain a second or third 
apartment ; a screen of canes being used as a parti- 
tion. They are thatched with the leaves of the date 
palm, or with dried reeds. Inside there is no plas- 
tering; a hole in the wall serves for a cupboard, 
and the windows are merely square apertures, 
closed at night by a board that fits in as a shutter. 
The back door is usually opposite the entrance, so 
that in looking through the open doors of the cot- 
tages overhanging the glen, the eye is feasted with 
the refreshing sight of leafy bananas and cocoa-nut 
trees, shutting out the view^. The streets consist of 
rows of these low cottages, varying but little in 
outward appearance; some are detached, but they 
are mostly built close to one another. Not a single 
wheel- carriage, cart, or conveyance of any descrip- 
tion is to be seen in the streets, which have a dull 
and deserted appearance. The only beasts of bur^ 
den are mules and asses, slung with paniers ; and 
in this way the fruit, sugar-canes, poultry, and yege- 
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tables brought from the interior are conveyed to the 
market. 

We saw but one mode of travelling that was 
at all distinct from the plebeian style; an officer 
was riding out, seated on a mule, whilst a slave ran 
behind him, holding an umbrella over his head to 
keep off the rays of the sun. The shops consist of 
stores of various descriptions, but they are neither 
commodious nor well supplied. At one end of the 
town is the square, and in the centre of it stands a 
stone column, not very ornamental, nor classical^ 
nor useful either. The houses surrounding it are 
in some instances two stories high, with large 
verandahs, and constitute the residences of the Por- 
tuguese inhabitants. The soil is a parched barren 
earth, scattered here and there with tufts of scanty 
grass. Porto Praya itself looks like a deserted vil- 
lage, through which some plague has swept its 
blighting influence ; especially when the coloured 
people are lying asleep on stools outside their doors^ 
or taking a siesta on the floor, while a solitary 
formal-looking Portuguese in military uniform is 
the only being that struts along the grass-grown 
streets during the heat of the mid-day sun. The 
women lay basking on narrow benches, apparently 
too indolent to turn their heads to obtain a view of 
the English strangers, and contentedly raising their 
eyes just during the moment of passing; though 
they were evidently inquisitive, still it was too much 
trouble for them to move, and the lazy eyeballs just 
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rolled round mechanically from one corner of their 
orbits to the other, and all they did not take in 
during their revolution was probably to become a 
subject of speculation or nightly gossip. We visited 
the Portuguese inn, which they had the face to call 
an hotel; the room pour Tetranger was furnished 
with a table, a sofa, and a few crazy chairs, and the 
walls were hung with English and Portuguese 
prints of rather ancient dates ; there was a picture 
of Mary Queen of Scots landing at Loch licven 
Castle, and another of a monstrously stout Queen of 
Portugal. On one side was a door opening into a 
kind of store-room, filled with a confused medley 
of bottles, jars, bundles, &c., where probably the 
old Portuguese landlord kept his dollars hid away 
in some sly corner. Opposite this was the bedroom, 
with a mattress in each angle of the apartment; 
the rest of the floor being strewed with immense 
oranges. The landlord was evidently a character — 
a short dark Portuguese, dressed in a long frock 
coat, with a navy cap and a gold*band — and he 
looked at us, all the while thinking to himself how 
he could make the most of us. He could not speak 
English himself, but his interpreter, a knavish- 
looking boy about twelve years old, was as expert a 
rogue as the other. This little creature was lank 
and sallow, with very sharp black eyes; not like 
the mild love-speaking black eyes of the beautiful 
Sicilian, fringed with long shadowy lashes, but 
rolling like ripe sloes, and every glance was cun- 
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ning. His dress consisted of an old white cotton 
garment with large red flowers upon it, something 
after the fashion of a dressing-gown; made, I 
imagine, out of his grandmother's skirt. At the 
window stood an intensely black slave, and near 
the door, playing a slow, melancholy air upon a 
guitar, sat a placid-looking Creole : he was perfectly 
blind, and the nails of his hand with which he 
touched the strings were half an inch long. We 
took a slight refreshment, for which they charged 
most exorbitantly. I asked them what they would 
require for a night's rest on the sofa, when the urchin 
here completed his roguery by asking us ten shil- 
lings. After telling him pretty plainly what I 
thought of him, we rejoined our guides, who were 
laughing and talking in a body under the passage- 
way leading from the road. A fine turkey that I 
had seen sitting on the wall, was to form part of a 
'feast that afternoon; and the little interpreter, in the 
flowered dressing-gown, caught it with a fish-hook 
and line, hookiiHg it in the fleshy part of the throat. 
A novel method of catching turkeys. 

Leaving others to feast on the turkey, we roamed 
along in the glory of an afternoon's sunshine ; de- 
scending a steep ravine to the sjiore, through a 
brake of pulga bushes, aloes, and other plants, the 
names of which were unknown to us. The delicate 
trumpet- shaped blossoms of the strammonium grew 
amongst the bushes, and many of the native grasses 
were exceedingly curious. The sea-sands were like 
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emery, scattered over with purple echinidee and 
small crabs. Some remarkably brilliant blue and 
orange spiders, with backs resembling mosaic woA, 
were busy weaving their webs amongst the fleshy 
leaves of a small species of spotted aloe. A large 
and fruitful plantation of bananas extends from the 
sea up a valley : apparently, in the rainy season, the 
channel of a watercourse; madder, spurge, and manj 
curious creeping plants grow along the sands. On 
each side of this valley the cliffs rise precipitously, 
scattered with straggling and stunted date palms 
jutting from their rocky declivities, and the vulture 
wheels in slow steady circles high above their sum- 
mits. Bushes of naked grey thorns of enormous 
size were clothed with creepers, and on the topmost 
spray the brilliant jacamar sat like a feathered king, 
conscious of the beauty of his own gay plumage. 
Tlie sun was rapidly sinking, and aware of the few 
moments of twilight that* would elapse before night 
came on, we turned our steps homewards. Not 
choosing to visit the Portuguese hotel, we agreed to 
take up our quarters at Jokim's house ; he promis- 
ing to make us beds, and prepare us some coffee 
and cakes of Indian corn ; so we traversed back 
through the dark streets, serenaded by the barking 
of the lean hounds that rushed out as we passed the 
open doors of the negro cottages. 

We now arrived at Jokim's dwelling, taking by 
surprise his mother, a respectable looking negress 
who rose on our approach. There were ourselres, 
Jokim, now filled with vast importance in the cha- 
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racter of our host, Marsalin, a pretty Moorish boy, 
Johnny, a lazy rascal, whom one could not help lik- 
ing withal, Vincent, Pena, and little Antonio. Our 
guides here left us, and whilst our hostess prepared 
the supper, I had time to survey our novel habitation. 
It was a substantial stone cottage, with two apart- 
ments ; the inner one being the sleeping-room of the 
family : this inner room too formed the repository 
for all ^manner of household utensils, articles of cook- 
ing, fruits, onions. See. Here my sketch-book and 
other articles were carefully deposited by Jokim's 
mother. As there are no fire-places or chimneys in 
the houses, the cooking goes forward in a small 
round hut outside the back-door — a very snug and 
picturesque little place. We discovered the one in 
which a negress was preparing our coffee. There 
was no aperture but the entrance ; the floor was sunk 
partly below ground, and in the centre, over a char- 
coal fire, raised on a triangular iron-stand, supported 
by three round stones, stood an earthen pipkin, 
holding our cotke ; the cakes were baking in the 
embers, and a semicircle of drowsy turkeys, appa- 
rently enjoying the warmth of the place, stood with 
their tails to the fire — not unlike some old commer- 
cial gentlemen one has sometimes seen in the coffee- 
room, of a country hotel on a frosty morning. Struck 
with the primitive appearance of this hut, and the 
habitual composure of the row of sleeping turkeys, 
I at once made a sketch of the scene by the dim 
li^ht of the central fire. 
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[Negro Cooking Hut, Porlo PrajB,] 

The chief apartment of the bouse contained but 
little in the shape of furniture. Some of the utenailB 
were formed of red clay, of unique and not inelegant 
proportions — far more shapely than the generality of 
English jugs. Above the table, occnpying a small 
niche in the wall, stood a little rag virgin, like a six- 
penny doll, with a string of beads round her neck, 
and a piece of blue printed cotton fastened down the 
wall beneatli. The window was closed to keep oat 
the night ^r, our hostess set our repast on the table, 
and we ocean wanderers were comfortably seated at 
the humble, yet inviting board of a negro cottage, 
cheered by the light of a brazen lamp, with long 
protruding beaks. The night was remarkably sdI- 
try, a piece] of matting was lud on the earthen 
floor, and some sheets, beantifally white and clean, 
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were spread out for us. The grasshoppers in the 
thatch above, sung loud and long, till the time of 
the rising sun, and the troops of lean and miserable 
dogs that rambled up and down the streets during 
the night, howled most dreadfully. A little before 
daybreak we were stirring. Jokim opened the back 
door, and we beheld a sky, half the breadth of which 
glowed with rose colour and pale saffron, freckled 
with myriads of small scattered clouds. Presently 
all was gilded with the sun, and we walked abroad 
in the first blush of a tropical morning. It was de- 
lightfully cool, with a fresh north-east breeze blow- 
ing ; the negro women were stirring briskly about, 
balancing large calabashes and earthen vessels on 
their heads with the utmost grace and ease ; some 
were milking the cows and goats into these vessels^ 
from which the milk was immediately put into glass 
bottles and corked up for the market. This takes 
place at six o'clock in the morning, and is held in the 
square at the end of the Rua direita de Pelorinho. 
The skin panniers are taken off from the backs of 
the mules and placed promiscuously about, together 
with calabashes of hens and guinea-fowls' eggs, 
bottles of milk, fish, bananas, cassava, sacks of 
oranges, and heaps of limes, cocoa-nuts, and onions, 
all displayed on the ground. 

We now made preparations to return to the vessel. 
We were favoured with a second ride through the 
surf, and again narrowly escaped being swamped by 
the rolling in of the breakers. Some hours elapsing 
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before we fairly got under weigh, we busied our- 
selves in stowing our fruit to the best advantage is 
our cabins. I found it rather puzzling to make 
room for anything more. When I had finished, it 
presented something the appearance of a garden, it 
least I thought so ; and I was fain willing to cherisk 
the idea, for to pluck the fruit off the trees in one's 
own garden is always pleasant. Bunches of bananas 
hung suspended by rope-yarns ; pine-apples, dangling; 
over the wash-hand stand, sent forth a fragrant 
smell ; cocoa-nuts and limes were stowed in varioas 
snug comers; some tall sugar-canes branched up 
from behind my black trunk ; and oranges were 
everywhere pervading the vessel, from the forecastle 
to the stern. Whilst thus engaged, two large intel- 
Ugent eyes, with whites upturned, suddenly stared* 
in upon me through the port-hole. Unaccustomed 
to a vision of the " human face divine" in such a 
situation, I started up, and gave a more strict sur- 
vey of the -intruder's face. It was quite black ; the 
eyes were fixed on me ; and a grinning mouth, re- 
vealing a row of pearly teeth, was stretched by a 
most interesting smile, two-thirds astonishment and 
one-third recognition. Who could it be? It was 
no less a personage than Jokim himself, who was 
in his boat cruising about the vessel, and had just 
discovered me through my port. 

We now bade adieu to St. Jago. Our white sails 
were filled by the swelling breeze, -and the island 
quickly receded from our view, as we hastened fast 
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to the southward. Before dark, a wildly broken^./ 
line of misty grey, appearing above the horizon, w|Ur 
all we could discern of the island. After 9d|tet 
a waste of sweeping waves, and countless stars 
gemming the canopy of night, with the arch of 
the milky-way stretching across the clear heavens, 
bespok6 us on the solemn sea once more. There is 
something in the sight of the gay and smiling land 
that is peculiarly charming to the eye. weary of the 
expanse of the wide ocean — of the blue and level 
plain stretched all around to the distant horizon— 
that desert of waters, now dashing in huge ever- 
varying masses of surge, and anon deep slumber- 
ing, like a weary monster sunk to rest. The vexed 
and troubled billow, and the glassy calm of the^- 
smooth sea, are portraitures of human mutability ; 
they are as a mirror, in which we see reflected the 
fluctuations of sunshine and shower, the tempests 
and calms of life. It was with reluctance that we 
returned to our rocking ship, and settled ourselves 
contentedly down for a still longer voyage within 
the limits of its wooden walls. 

Away, away — ^let visioned scenes 

Of other lands elate thee, 
Nor vainly cling to those behind 

While brighter ones await thee. 

Though many a thousand weary miles 

Of ocean are before thee. 
The beacon* star of hope shall shed 

Her cfaeerly influence o'er thee. 

c 2 



28 GLUT OF ORANGES — A SHARK. 

Onward — still onward — comes the day 
When smiling shores shall meet thee; 

Thy beacon-star reposes there, 

And hopes fulfilled shall greet thee. 

Nothino: is now to be seen on deck but oransres. 
Every one I meet is eating an orange ; every one's 
pocket is filled with them ; orange-peel and orange- 
pips are a real nuisance. Oranges are being eaten 
in vast quantities : one of the boys consumed thirty 
yesterday. We eat them in the day, the captain 
•eats them in the night, and the men are always 
eating them. Poor Symes has a vast supply : he 
says he is squeezing them to make Scotch marma- 
lade. One of the steerage passengers is surfeited, 
and he lies extended on the water-casks, with a 
broom for his pillow. Snap can eat no more ; and 
little Harry's two hundred have disappeared mira- 
culously soon. 

In lat. 8° N. we lost the trade wind, and fell in 
with the " variables," and for a whole week we had 
squally unsettled weather ; sudden gusts of wind, 
and equally sudden calms. The heavy tropical 
rains poured down with a violence unknown in 
more temperate climes, and the vertical sun ren- 
dered it very oppressive ; added to this, the upper- 
decks were so leaky, that several of us were com- 
pelled to sleep in our Macintoshes. 

During the sullen calms in the neighbourhood 
of the line, we were frequently surrounded with 
numerous sharks, and some were caught by hooks 
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baited with pork. A blue one was secured, that 
measured eleven feet in length ; but its struggles 
were so violent that it became unmanageable, and 
breaking both ropes and harpoon, it escaped in a 
mangled condition. Its colour was of an intense 
blue, with the belly silvery, and the satanic expres- 
sion of its eyes was truly dreadful. A shark is a 
horrible monster : it has a cold, calculating look, 
full of treachery ; and it is the only one of God's 
creatures I enjoy to see slain. 

In 6° N. lat, we spoke the "Roseanna" of 
London for Pernambuco; we supplied her with 
some necessaries, and as her boat's crew pulled off 
they were pelted with showers of oranges by our 
men. After this, we saw no more strange faces till 
we arrived at our destination. 

Speaking a ship at sea is a moment of excite-* 
ment to all : a welcome break in the weary hours. 
Every soul on board, from the captain to the cabin 
boy, is on deck surveying the stranger with eager 
eyes. 

On the 2d November we crossed the line;— 
many of the passengers looking very pale at the 
mention of the awful rites of Neptune. 

The colours of the sky at sunrise were exquisite : 
tints of light blue, green, rose-colour, brilliant 
purple and violet, with all the various shades of 
amber, yellow, orange, and red, were blended in 
beautiful and harmonious contrast ; while the light 
and flickering clouds overhead assumed every variety 
of playful and fantastic form, too fleeting to repre- 
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8ent| and too full of light and glory to be approadi* 
able by the pencil. 

November 9. — We are sailing on through a 
region of perpetual summer, breathing the balmy 
air of the southern hemisphere; whilst, probably, 
in our native land, cold sleet, and dismal fog ushfir 
in the day; the crackling furze blazes high on tl^ 
cottager's hearth, and the chill breath of the nipping 
frost makes the little ones blow their rosy fingen 
and gather closer round the sparkling embers. 
And, perhaps, in an atmosphere of yellow fog, 
through which thousands of lamps twinkle feebly 
from the shops and streets of mighty London, the 
busy crowd are crushing on the city pavement to 
gaze at the civic procession on Lord Mayor's day. 
But we have witnessed an aerial pageant surpassing 
the most regal of earthly splendours. The clouds, 
that had all day wandered along the sky, rested at 
eventide, forming a ridge as of vast mountains 
^long the horizon. Specks of cloud, radiant and 
glowing as molten copper, were scattered like dark 
lustrous garnets against the dazzling brightness of 
the setting sun; then, huge storm clouds rose up 
and spread themselves in smoky wreaths against 
the light. No sooner had the sun gone down 
behind them, in a bed of gold and vermilion, than 
broad rays flashed up around, and the most exquisite 
tints of colour pervaded the sky; while these glorious 
hues yet lingered, in the centre of the amber space 
but just left by the sun, the planet Venus shone 
forth as a sparkling brilliant set in jewels; shedding 
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her mild rays for the first time to us in the Southern 
Hemisphere, as an evening star. Constellationg 
that never rose on England spangle the heavens. 
The " Southern Cross" and the " Magellan Clouds" 
are nightly visible.* 

• In lat. IV 64' S., long. 27** W., I found a new and remarkable 
parasite belonging to the genus Penella, subsisting on the body of a 
dolphin (Coryphaena) ; it was buried in the fish near the gills, as &r 
as the junction of the neck with the abdomen. 




I am favoured with the following description of it by my friend 
Dr. Baird, of the British Museum: — Class, Crustacea; Division, 
Entomostraca; Legion, Siphonostoma; Order, Lemeida; Family, 
Lemeocerida; Genus, Penella; Species, P. Pustulosa. Baird, — Head 
rounded and furnished with small fleshy projections of a light red 
colour. Two fleshy prolongations at its base, short and obtuse, ter- 
minating at the tip in a small round knob. Neck long and slender, 
and as well as the hoad transparent, showing the intestine and red 
blood. Abdomen of a very dark purple colour, and studded all over 
with small whitish pustules. Plumose appendages simple. Oviferous 
tubes very long and slender. Length four inches. Hab. on the 
CorypJuena. Lat W 54' S., long. 27°. W. 
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Nov. 14. — We crossed the tropic of Capricom 
It was an angry, tempestuous-looking night, withi 
wild stormy sky, and the sun set in grandeur. Alas! 
it set for ever to one who was intently watching it 
from the vessel's deck. Wilson, the sailor-boj, 
a noble, generous fellow, stood looking oyer nj 
shoulder, as I made a hasty sketch of the Evening 
sky. It was the last sunset of the tropic, and the 
black clouds seemed to portend the outburst of i 
tempest. Poor boy! he knew not that that sunset 
was to be his last ; that he should no more watek 
it sink over the blue horizon ; that before the mo^ 
row dawned, his fair forehead should be laid low is 
the dark and stormy sea ; and that the sun should 
shine upon his grave — a silent, unknown place of 
waters — as the ship held on her way, amid tie 
glories of its next setting. About midnight he was 
ordered aloft to stow the royal. 

Presently the cry of " a boy overboard!" broke 
the solemn stillness of the night. It was a wild and 
fearful cry : one to be remembered through a life- 
time. They pointed towards the spot where he feU. 
The Pleiades were shining above it like a cluster of 
diamonds, and the waning moon silvered the edges 
of the dark clouds as they hurried past. 

" He oft by moonlight watch had tired mine ear 
With everlasting stories of his hone 
And of his mother." 

I can feel for that mother. What will be her angoisii 
when they tell her that her boy — her only bov — is 




not? And his little sistei^ — will they not look up 
mournfully, and ask why he comes no more back 
again to play with them ? 

In these latitudes I have several times observed 
the very singular effect of a perfectly green sky after 
Bunset, looking like a vision of some celestial mea- 
dow in tlie fairy regions of cloud land. 

In the southern ocean we fell in with some heavy 
I weather, with strong gales from the south-west. It 
\ was very cold, with frequent hailstorms ; though 
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nearly midsummer in this hemisphere. The wayes 
are occasionally magnificent ; and it is extraordinarf 
considering their vast size, all breaking into sheets 
of foam, how easily the vessel rolls along over 
them. Around us is a wide waste of solitary waters: 
all is drear and desolate ; and the dim horizon bat 
shuts out more distant tracts of wild breakers that 
foam and surge unheard by human ear. 

The albatross has long since joined us. These 
noble birds soar along with plumage of dazzling 
whiteness, looking as pure and unspotted as the 
stainless air through which they saiL I haie 
watched the albatross taking his nocturnal flight 
over the moonlit waters : now skimming on the 
breast of a half-seen wave ; anon mounting in mid 
air, and wheeling his steady course in one vast 
sweep, till he appears in bold relief against the 
unclouded moon. Wandering, with silent and 
majestic flight, over the desolate waters of the 
ocean, thousands of miles from land, the giant alba- 
tioss has an appearance in keeping with the lonely 
grandeur of the scene. 

We had a violent gale ; the mainsail was stowed, 
and little Charlie, one of the lads, after vainly en- 
deavouring to hold on, was sent on deck by the men. 
The captain threatened to beat him, and as he turned 
away there was an inward struggle to conceal tlie 
rising tear. I could guess his thoughts : they were 
of home — the home he had so lately exchanged for 
a life of hardship amongst strangers ; and then he 
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thought of the boy who had bade farewell to all his 
troubles, and maybe, for the moment, envied him 
his calm and quiet resting-place* 

I delight in watching the sea-fires rolling in the 
wake of the vessel at night as she dashes onward : 
they are the stars that light the unfathomable 
abysses of ocean, gleaming upon many a cold sea- 
weed bank and many a coral cavern ; they sparkle 
along the dolphin's path, and dash back as the 
grampus cleaves his way through the briny waters, 
begemming the crest of every surge above which, 
the wandering albatross sweeps with silent pinion 
through the nights of the southern ocean : aye, and 
they sparkle, too, like dim tapers, over many a 
grave, and burn and glow with their green phospho- 
rescent light amidst the multitudes of dead that are 
there. 

It is Saturday night, and we are drawing nearer 
to our destined port. All is gay, and somehow 
every one appears in good spirits ; flutes are sound- 
ing onthe quarter-deck, and the sailors are dancing 
on the forecastle ; the poor German is blowing his 
French horn, exalted high on the top of the long 
boat, and the children are playing at horses up and 
down the deck, in the clear cold twilight. 

Eight hundred miles from Cape Lewin, we 
fell in with a violent south-westerly gale. The 
scene, when the storm was at its height, was truly 
magnificent. The extreme fury of the wind beat 
down the sea, which appeared as one mass of boiling 



36 A SOUTH-WESTER — CHRISTMAS CHESR. 

surge, the spray drifting along like smoke ; whilst 
all beyond the abyss we were descending, and the 
side of the next sweeping mountain, that seemed tf 
though it would bury us in foam at its approach, 
was obscured by an impenetrable mist. 

Christmas-day, — A merry Christmas and a happy 
New-year to all we love far away ! May the Yule- 
log blaze brightly, and a gleam of sunshine smile 
through the frosty air ; and may there be a merry 
gathering of glad faces around the social board ! 

Christmas brings thoughts of frost and snow, and 
nipping wind — of bare trees and grass strung with 
sparkling icicles — of blazing hearths, ruddy faces, 
breath like steam in the keen pure air — of merry 
schoolboys and holiday sports— of swift skaters and 
muffled sportsmen — of windows decked with ever- 
greens, and church-aisles garnished with bright 
holly — of good old English cheer, roast-beef and 
plum-pudding. But of all these associations, we 
wanderers of the ocean have only one present — it is 
the last. We have our Christmas cheer — mince- 
pies, and plum-pudding ; aye, and our wassail- 
bowl also : it is the captain's blue wash-hand basin 
full of punch, with a wreath of lemon-peel swimming 
in the midst. And that the enjoyment may be uni- 
versal, little Charlie is feeding the cat with fresh 
meat, and making a currant-dumpling for the mon- 
key's Christmas-dinner. 

We are all beginning to feel, more or less, that 
excitement which the prospect of a release from a 
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long sea-voyage necessarily must produce. We 
are anticipating the joy of once more rambling over 
hills and along green valleys, with other scenes 
around us than the horizon of blue, broken only by 
the wandering albatross; and we can sympathise 
with the impatient schoolboy as he peeps through 
the faded green curtains of his school-room window 
at the blue and sunshiny sky and the green mea- 
dows, and counts the days and hours to his holi* 
days. 

The moon off the New Holland coast is exqui. 
sitely clear, and the mackerel sky most beautiful ; 
it reminds one of a brilliant gem reposing on a 
cushion of the whitest and softest wool. The stars 
are twinkling out at every break in the spotted 
clouds, that steal like downy flocks along the upper 
regions of the atmosphere, with the cool night 
breeze for their shepherd. 

At two p.m. on Friday the 29th of December^ 
the joyful cry of" Land ahead!" was echoed along 
the deck, and many a strained and anxious gaze 
was directed towards the distant blue line of land on 
the water's rim. There it lay stretched along, a level 
streak, just discernible above the horizon, but grow- 
ing every hour more and more visible. It proved 
to be the westernmost coast of Kangaroo Island. 
It was an evening of pleasant memories : we had 
reached the Australian shores, and had had a 
glimpse of the land of promise; the sun went 
down magnificently in red and purple, and the 
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land shone golden in its lingering rays. The re- 
flection on the rippling sea made the wares ahe 
appear of a rich purple colour, and the fragprance d 
the land breeze came balmy and sweet across tbe 
water, from the acacia woods that clothed the hillsj 
like the odour of a summer copse on a dewy morn- 
ing : reviving recollections of the green woodlands 
of our own distant homes. 

The cliflFs of Kangaroo Island are in some places 
300 feet high, of a whitish colour, and risii^ 
abruptly from the sea. The general appearance of 
the land is that of swelling rounded hills clothed with 
thick scrub and clumps of trees. At a place called 
Western river, we saw smoke ascending from some 
sealers' huts. There are no native inhabitants on 
the island. 

Next morning as we lay becalmed in Investi- 
gator's Straits, numerous brown sharks came round 
the vessel. One was caught measuring nine feet 
long : it was a droll sight to observe one of the 
sailors over the bows of the vessel, with his head 
and shoulders just peeping above the jaws of the 
monster, and his arms round its body, whilst the 
men were hauling him in with ropes. The circum- 
ference of the creature was as large as that of a 
good-sized innkeeper— a tun -bellied Boniface. His 
head and tail were cut off, and knives were soon 
operating in all directions on his tough skin ; the 
jaws were preserved by the sailors ; the carpenter 
took the backbone to convert into a walking stick ; 
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a piece of the liver was cut up for young " Tim," 
the kitten — so called after old " Tim," who perished 
mysteriously at St. Jago — and the pigs savagelyfe d 
on the viscera, and glutted their foul snouts in the 
blood of the dying shark. 

The last day of the year proved, singularly 
enough, the last of our voyage also ; and we com- 
menced a new year in a new land. At daybreak 
we saw the red sun come up from behind the darkly- 
purple hills. How gloriously it gilded the land of 
our hopes ! We gazed on South Australia : that 
high jagged ridge was Mount Lofty ; yonder the 
mouth of the Onkaparinga river ; and before us was 
Holdfast Bay. At last the buildings of the City of 
Adelaide were descried glittering in the sunshine 
and a shout of joy rose from the vessel's deck. 

As I stepped into the boat that conveyed the 
mail to the shore, I gave a parting look at the 
gallant ship, with her tall masts and her white sails, 
and felt I was taking leave of something to which 
I was unconsciously, yet irresistibly attached. I 
thought of the bright sunny day when we bade 
adieu to our native land, and left the white cliffs of 
Albion behind us ; and of the changes that had 
taken place since then. 

« They left their native land, and far away 
Across the waters sought a world unknown ; 
Yet well they knew that they in vain might stray 
In search of one more lovely than their own," 

Before us lay spread 6ut a shore of white daz- 
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zling sand, rising into a scrub of evergreenSy like a 
shrubbery of strange vegetation. In a few moments 
the boat's keel scraped the smooth sand, and we 
trod on the shores of South Australia. Shells lay 
scattered along the beach; star -bright and new 
flowers peeped up from the soil ; the Banksia, the 
Euphorbia, and the Casuarina, lent a peculiar cha- 
racter to the foliage, and all presented a strangely 
foreign air. To feel the firm ground once more 
beneath our feet, to pluck unconsciously the simple 
blossoms studding the sand, and to hear the notes 
of the parroquet and the wattle bird, were indeed 
pleasant and joyful sensations. 

Yet a strange charm binds me to the ocean ; and 
whenever I take my farewell of its eternal bosom— 
so grand and beautiful, yet solemn and terrible- 
there are many high thoughts, and many memories, 
sad yet sweet, that will ever mingle with its remem- 
brances. 
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CHAPTER II. 

JOURNEY TO THE MURRAY, THE LAKES ALEXANDRINA 
AND ALBERT, AND THE SHORES OF THE COORONG. 

Soon after my arrival at Adelaide, I started for the 
lake country, in company with Messrs. Giles and 
Randall ; their object being to select fresh sheep 
and cattle runs for the South Australian Company, 
and my own to examine the aspect and productions 
of that district. A light cart was sent forward with 
a tarpaulin, to serve the purpose of a tent, and a 
supply of flour, tea, and other necessary provisions. 
Mounted upon our horses, each with a tether rope 
slung round its neck, we might have 1)een seen very 
early one bright morning in January, crossing the 
plains to the eastward of the city of Adelaide. The 
sun was already scorching. We soon commenced a 
gentle ascent towards the hills, and pursued our way 
along the great eastern or Mount Barker road, which 
suddenly enters a winding romantic pass between 
abrupt hills, scattered over with gum trees ; this is 
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Glcn Osmond. At tbe entrance of the pass is 
only turnpike in the colony, and further up 
glen there stood the picturesque little tent of Po 
the surveyor,* appearing at an angle of the r( 
amidst a cluster of red-blossomed castor-oil trees 

A rustic bridge and embankment add to 
romantic effect of the glen, and the steep declivi 
of the hills on each side, and the zigzag characte 
the pathway, are varied by scattered gum tr 
grouped in ornamental and picturesque position 

The road becomes very steep as it ascends 
Mount Lofty range, and on gaining the height 
stupendous and magnificent scene presents it 
Looking back, the plains we had, recently left \ 
stretched out far beneath us, extending to the sh 
of St. Vincent's Gulf; the hazy blue of its c 
bosom being discernible to its whole extent, and 
faint outline of the opposite coast of Yorke's pe: 
sula bounding the horizon. From this point 
scenery on all sides is enchanting ; and who< 
the settler may be who has perched his habita 
amidst these mountains, he has certainly shown 
taste in selecting one of nature's loveliest positi< 
commanding some of the finest views in the cole 
The port and the creek, with its tortuous windii 
are seen like a map below ; and the vast exten 
the Crawler plains, separated by the river Pt 

* Mr. Poole has since perished in the interior of Australia^ oi 
expedition with Captain Start, — a martyr to the toils and fati^u 
•0 arduous an enterprise. 
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»in those of Parra and Adelaide, extend north- 

is till they melt away in the remote distance. 

^ We now pursued our path through the leafy 

vdbades of the ^^ stringy-bark " forests that clothe 

tiiese mountainous ironstone ranges. They consist 

iDf tall primeval trees of a kind of eucalyptus^ their 

tstect and massive trunks blackened, in many places 

as high as fifteen or twenty feet from the ground, 

by the tremendous fires that sw^ep through these 

forests, and continue to blaze and roll along, day 

and night, for many miles, in one continuous chain 

of fire. These conflagrations usually take place 

daring the dry heats of summer ; and-frequently at 

night, the hills, when viewed firom Adelaide, present 

a singular and almost terrific appearance : being 

covered with long streaks of flame, so that one 

might &ncy them a range of volcanoes. 

The leaf of the stringy-bark is darker and broader 
than that of the gum-tree, and the texture of the 
bark is tough, fibrous, and eaSfly convertible into a 
species of cordage, for which purpose it is employed 
by the Mount Bark^)?^»atives. Amongst the low 
flowering shrubs, the bulrush-like heads of the 
grass-tree {xaMharea) impart a siqgular character 
to these Australian forests ; and from the deep 
ravines to the topmost summits, shutting out the 
glare of daylight, rise belt upon belt of noble trees, 
towering to the elevation of from eighty to a hun- 
dred feet. 

A great quantity of the timber of the stringy 
bark is used for fencing, " shingles " for roofing 
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hoases and other purposes. The naen wht 
pare the wood are called " splitters ; *' and 
sionallf in some deep glen in the moontain 
|i ^ there is suddenly revealed a group of busy 

TR men, with their gipsy-like encamptnent a 

L them scattered with felled timber and planks 

[ sides, while the sharp sound of the axe rings e< 

W' through the solitude, proclaiming the dawn of 

, zation and industry. These men get good v 

and a free and crnsoe-like life amongst the " 
d , as they call these successions of bills and valh 

III' their faTOurite mode of existence. Afler the 

season is over, the brushwood is a mass of te 
J flowers; and even during the hottest weather 

[u species of epacris and everlasting are still to bi 

1 in blossom. 

[ These ironstone ranges retain moisture for t 

time ; from which circumstance, and partly also 
I the shelter and shade afforded by the trees, the 

looks green and verdant through the summer ; ^ 
on the plains, in the months of January, Febi 
and March, it is sere and yellow from the acor 
heat. 
The singing of the cicada — an insect belonging 
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On approaching Ecbunga springs, the land be- 
comes undulating, and is less densely wooded. The 
ihe-oak {casuarina\ the blackwood (acacia), and 
the vivid green of the exocarpus — the native cherry 
of the colonists — with the elegant Bariksia, covered 
with tall cones, form a change in the character of 
the foliage. The " native cherry" somewhat re- 
sembles an " arbor vitce," and the fruit, from which 
it has obtained its name, is a small red berry, with 
the stone or kernel outside attached to the end of the 
firuit. I would observe, by the way, that all the 
indigenous trees of South Australia, in common with 
those of other parts of the Australian continent, and 
also of New Zealand, are evergreens. Though this 
perpetual verdure has the appearance of one eternal 
summer, yet English trees and shrubs introduced 
into the soil shed their leaves as usual ; reminding 
us, by their bare branches, of the varied seasons of 
ihe north. 

- The picturesque little township of Macclesfield is 
situated on the river Angas. This stream has its 
source in some clear bubbling springs near the 
township that gush up from the earth, shaded by 
mimosa trees, supplying a running brook of delicious 
water that is never dry. Macclesfield is a pretty 
spot : the white cottages and tents of the settlers, 
intermingled with corn-fields and gardens, and 
groups of cattle reposing under the shade of the 
^m trees, bespeak the nucleus of a future town. 
Its native appellation is Kangooarinilla. Here 
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some of my shipmates have taken up tbeir abode^ 
and exchanged the scenes and tarmoils of bof 
London, for the calm and peaceful recesses oi tU 
sweet solitude — 

'' Tlie pride to rear an independent head. 
And give the lips we love unborrowed bread ; 
To see a land from shadowy forests won. 
In yoathfal beanty wedded to the son } 
To skirt oar homes with harvests widely sowd^ 
And call the blooming landscape all our own. 
Our children's heritage in prospect long : 
These are the hopes — ^high-minded hopes, and strong*. 
That beckon England's wanderer o'er the brine. 
To lands where foreign constellations shine." 

The distant thunder, that had commenced i 
rumbling over Mount Barker, drew nearer, an 
shortly after torrents of rain began to descend ; i 
a couple of hours it cleared off, the evening snnligi 
gilding the vaporous mists that still hung over tl 
hills ; the ground sent forth a sweet fragrance ito 
the moisture, and all nature looked fresh and r 
vived. 

From the summits of the Bugle range, the e 
wanders over crowded hills, thickly sprinkled wi 
wood, in all the beauty and grandeur of the 
primeval state. The rich purple of evening hi 
settled over them, and the rolling mists lay wrapp 
as a mantle around their sides ; the grasshopp 
chirped briskly ; and at the brimming pools, left 1 
the afternoon's shower, the parrots might be sei 
slaking their thirst ; whilst the air was filled with tb 
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atromatic fragrance, so frequent in the woods of Aus- 
tralia, arising from the young shoots and blossoms of 
'various trees. The long grass-like foliage of the 
easuarina now appeared as though it were strung 
^vrith diamonds, every tuft glittering with thousands 
of rain drops, that fell off in little showers as we 
"brushed past them on horseback. 

The night was dark and sultry, without moon 
or stars ; the extreme stillness of the woods was 
interrupted only by the melancholy cry of a 
small owl (atliene hoohook), the native cuckoo of the 
■ settlers. It was a memory of home — strange, yet 
pleasant — to hear the song of the cuckoo, sounding 
at intervals, like some spirit's voice through the 
gloo'm, in a lone forest of the Antipodes. Unlike 
the gay, cheerful note of our spring harbinger, its 
cry was sad and plaintive, and better suited for the 
solemn hours of night. 

We found, to our dismay, that the horses were 
no longer pursuing the track ; and, without a ray of 
light or even a star to guide us, we groped for some 
hours amongst rocks and brushwood, anticipating 
the pleasures of a night in the bush, with neither 
fire nor food to cheer us, and no other resting-place 
than the wet ground. At last we regained a path 
of some kind ; for the tread of our horses' feet 
sounded more hollow, and in less than an hour we 
saw a light twinkling amongst the trees : its friendly 
ray bespoke a settler's cottage, and we found our- 
selves not far from Strathalbyn. Instead of our 
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anticipated night in the damp woods, we here fooai 
good cheer of household fare, and sofas wherai 
to rest. 

The country between Strathalbyn and the mtf 
Murray is flat, with a poor and sandy soil. Wl 
crossed the river Bremer, which is here a chain el 
pools, between high, steep banks. These def 
channels are a peculiar characteristic of the smallff 
rivers of Australia ; though frequently almost itj 
in the hot season, a mighty flood rushes along 
during winter : as is shown by the residue of sticks^ 
scum, and grass, left in the branches of the gus 
trees that line their course, for many feet above Ac 
supposed ordinary height of the stream. The W 
or ravine of the Bremer is full of large blue'gantfi 
many of them appearing blackened and bare from the 
ravages of a recent fire, that has swept across the 
river, leaving a black and withered track to mail 
its progress. After these fires, a sweet and lux* 
riant grass springs up, and the other vegetatiot 
sprouts with new luxuriance during the rain] 
season. Hence the reason why the roots of th< 
shrubs and plants are in many places so larger 
being frequently burned off above, whilst the origi 
nal vigour of the root below the surface continiie 
unimpaired. 

On the banks of the Bremer I found one of thoai 
singular scaly lizards {trachydosaurus asper), lyinj 
curled round ; its speckled brown and yellow sides 
at the first glance, conveying the idea of a snake 
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On being disturbed, it assumed a most threatening 
aspect, raised itself higher on its legs, elevated its 
neck, and opened an enormously wide rose-coloured 
mouth, from which a black tongue was protruded : it 
seemed a dragon in miniature. Knowing it to be 
a sluggish and harmless animal, I took it up by its 
round blunt tail, and carried it to the opposite bank 
of the river ; it stood perfectly still, all the while 
displaying its throat and tongue, until it imagined 
up gone, when it began most cautiously to look 
round in every direction, and descended the bank 
with measured steps, making straight for its former 
hiding-place. 

Beyond the Bremer is another creek, with fine 
gum trees, and then commences the great euca' 
lyptus scrub, which extends nearly to the river 
Murray, and runs northward for a considerable 
' distance. The " scrub" is one of the characteristic 
features of an Australian scene; belts of it fre- 
quently intersect the good country, and many miles 
are covered with it, extending almost like a blue 
and level sea towards the horizon, unbroken by an 
object of any magnitude. The gum bushes, of 
which this scrub is composed, rise from 3 to 10 
or 12 feet high, and grow close together, forming 
one vast copse ; and the soil is little better than a 
loose light sand. The road lying through it to the 
Murray has been formed by bullock drays con- 
stantly following the same track, and is full of the 
stumps, of the gum tree roots, which stick up from 

yoL. I. D 
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the sand, and render travelling for the horses \ 
pleasant 

Northwards, beyond the line of the scrub, Moi 
Barker, with its saddle-backed sammit, fomu 
conspicuous and interesting object ; and, inde 
for many leagues in the interior, beyond the Mi 
ray, this mountain forms a landmark for overli 
parties from New South Wales, by which they sb 
for the settled districts of this colony. Still fiirtl 
to the north, the Barossa heights are seen iSun 
jutting above the clear blue line of the horizon. ' 

Half way through the scrub, a herd of wild cal 
rushed past us ; probably making their way thron 
this parched and inhospitable region to the wal 
holes and pastures of the Bremer. 

The scrub gradually changes to a sandy hei 
scattered with she-oak trees and occasional gro 
of pine. White and yellow everlasting flowers gi 
abundantly over these plains, which continue all 
way to the Murray river ; and a parasitical pli 
not unlike the mistletoe in its growth, omamc 
the she-oak trees, bearing bright scarlet flow 
tipped with pale green. 

The she-oak is generally considered indicative 
an inferior soil ; whilst, on the other hand, the f 
sence of the blackwood tree denotes a rich and g< 
country. 

It was a bright, sultry day, with brilliant cloi 
scattered over the sky ; and we frequently rested 
neath some tree that afforded a small spot of shac 
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Salt lagoons are scattered over these heathy 
plains, in considerable numbers : some extend for 
half a mile, and others are no larger than a mode- 
rate sized pond. They yield a vast supply of pure 
salt, which lies encrusted on the surface, when the 
power of the sun has evaporated the water which 
held it in solution, and imparts a singular appear- 
ance to this desolate region ; the white salt glitter- 
ing like snow over their shallow beds. 

The ground is covered with a variety of salsala- 
ceous plants, amongst which the Hottentot fig (Me- 
sembryanthemum) is the most abundant. The berry, 
which is one of the few indigenous fruits of Aus- 
tralia, is eaten by the natives, and tastes not at all 
unpalatably. During spring, the plains resemble 
a crimson carpet, from the profuse and beautiful 
blossoms of these salsalacidsB. 

It was plainly indicated, by the numerous birds 
enlivening the bushes, that we were not far from 
the Murray : their varied notes sounded cheerfully, 
after the stillness of the inhospitable desert we had 
crossed. 

Suddenly we came in sight of the river : the 
noble Murray, half a dozen miles above its junction 
with the lake, was flowing gently beneath us; its 
deep blue waters meandering through a vast extent 
of reeds, the vivid green of which was truly refresh- 
ing to the eye. Its course was so gentle as to be 
barely perceptible : deep, and broad, and smooth as 
a glassy mirror, it flowed tranquilly and majestically 

D 2 
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onwards in silent grandeur to the ocean. BiaBg 
from the snow-fed sources of the Australian Alp, 
it waters, for 1200 miles, vast districts of the ift- 
terior, and then enters Lake Alezandrina, where k 
is rendered unapproachable from the sea, for vesseli 
of any size, by its sandy and dangerous mouth. 

Gazing on this noble river for the first time-i 
river, till within the last few years, unknown to the 
civilized world— one cannot forget that little band 
of bold and adventurous men, who, headed by Cap- 
tain Sturt, were the first Europeans to explore this 
river. They cast themselves fearlessly upon its 
bosom, and were borne down for 1000 miles, 
through savage tribes and desert regions, until 
they traced its junction with the lake, and arrived 
at the shores of the southern ocean. 

Overlooking the banks of the river stands the 
station of mounted police, generally known as 
"Mason's Hut:" the only dwelling that marks 
the site of the Utopian " City of Wellington." 
Mason, who is a corporal of police, has lived for 
some years on the Murray, possesses great in- 
fluence amongst the natives, and speaks their lan- 
guage better than any other individual. Mason's 
hut was built by himself, and is truly a Robinson 
Crusoe-like tenement. The sides and roof are 
formed of the long reeds of the Murray, and the 
doors of sheep-skins stretched upon wooden frames. 
All within is kept in the nicest order : fire-arms, 
cutlasses, and culinary utensils are arranged round 
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the walls; and stretchers, with opossum-skin rugs, 
snpply the place of beds. The humble board, set 
oat with bright tin plates and pannikins of hot tea 
made in the kettle, a piece of salt mutton or some 
fish, with an enormous "damper" just out of the 
ashes, aflTords a welcome sight to the hungry tra- 
yeller ; who is sure to meet with hospitality at the 
hut, unless he be a bushranger, or a runaway con- 
vict from the other colonies. 

Through the kindness of his Excellency the 
Governor, Mason had orders to accompany me 
io the Lakes and the Coorong; and with such a 
guide, armed and mounted, I went fearlessly on- 
wards, to visit the tribes of Milmendura and Lake 
Albert. 

The neighbourhood of the police-house is the 
grand rendezvous of the Lower Murray natives ; 
and, owing to the judicious treatment they have re- 
ceived — kindness and protection, blended with the 
strictest discipline — they are generally peaceable 
and harmless. The mounted police are regarded 
by the natives as belonging to the highest order of 
white men ; and, indeed, when first seen by the 
tribes higher up the Murray, they were supposed to 
form a part of the horses on which they rode, and 
were regarded with terror as fearful centaurs. 

Three or fournative boys were sitting round one 
of their small fires, outside the hut, roasting a 
sheep's foot in the embers, and besmearing their 
bodies with some of its fat. These little creatures. 
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all in a state of nnditr, fieteh wood and water, gl 
after the horses, and make themselTes genenl^' 
osefal aboat the station. The men were oat fisUil 
in their canoes, and the women and girk bdig 
busily employed in gathering bolmsh-root for sij^ 
per, they did not arrive at their fires nntil ifhf 
sunset. I crossed the river in one of their canoa; 
which are made merely of a sheet of bark firom Al 
blue gum-tree, warped up at the sides by the appft 
cation of moisture and fire, and stopped at the eak 
with strong clay. They are paddled by means of I 
long spear, having a sharpened kangaroo-bone fixed 
at one end, for spearing fish. The spear is held h 
both hands, and the paddler wields it standing; pie 
serving the most delicate balance, which a bresd 
of wind is sufiicient to upset. During cold weathei 
a fire is invariably carried in the canoe, raised oi 
a small platform of clay, supported by wet weed 
and mud ; and by these fires they frequently eo<A 
a portion of their fish whilst on the water. Two 
or, at the most, three individuals, can be conveyec 
in these frail shells of bark. 

Floating islands, covered with reeds, are 6e 
qtiently to be seen on this river. These masses o 
oarth, originally detached from the banks by floodi 
or othorwlso, are frequently drifted from side t< 
Hide*, and not a few find their way to the lake. A 
npnoioi of stinging nettle grows abundantly amongs 
tho reodii ; and, especially in times of scarcity, it i 
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OAton by tho nutivei, who bftke it botwoou hoatcid 
HtonoM. 

Vory (btiilly art) thu largo black snakes that eon* 
ooal thuuiMolve» aiuungit tlia Ion(} sedgy grass, on 
tho inargui of the river. Several native wonien 
have (lied, \v eonseqnenee of bites received on their 
naked feet, whilst seeking fur bulrush-root amongst 
the reeds; Mason also was bitten in the hand, 
whilst tethering out his horse, and wouUl, in all 
probability, have fkllen a vietini to the fatal poison, 
had he not had the presence of mind to out out the 
part instantly. 

The fresh-water mussels found in the nniddy flats 
of the river are much sought after by the natives, 
who couk then\ by burying them in the ashes of 
their wooden fires. The shells are used to scrape 
the ilbres uf the bulrush-root, after it has been well 
(shewed, for. the purpose of making cord for their 
mats und baskets. 

The simplicity and sharpness of the native chil- 
dren is often amusing. They were particularly 
struck with the appearance of one of our party, 
who was inclined to be rather corpulent ; and they 
danced about their fires, singing, in their broken 
English, *' lie berry big man— he plenty tuck out :*' 
imagining my fViend^s sixe, like that of their own 
distended paunches, arose fVom too plentiftil a ^* tuck 
out** of green and juicy diet. 

Corporal Mason kindly gave me up his stretcher 
for the night ; but, unfortunately, myriads of tltat 
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scourge of all warm climates, the parasitical flea, 
had been introduced with a neglected sheep-skin, 
and I was driven out of the hut by my tormentors, 
to enjoy the splendour of the moonlight reflected 
on the calm surface of the Murray. The air was 
perfectly still, mild, and balmy, and the distant fires 
of the natives, along the opposite banks of the 
river, were visible for many miles. 

The native plum is a bushy shrub, growing in 
sandy places, on the margin of the Murray and the 
neighbouring lakes ; it is also found amongst the 
scrub of the sand-hills, and on the salt and barren 
shores of the Coorong and the sea-coast. The 
whole plant appears of a salsalaceous charac- 
ter. The fruit, when ripe, is about the size of a 
sloe, growing in clusters at the end of the branches, 
with a flavour partaking at once of salt, acid, and 
sugar. The fruit is first green, then amber, after- 
wards red; and, when fully ripe, of a deep, semi- 
transparent, purple colour, containing a long slender 
stone. 

At a place called Wirrum-wirrum by the natives 
we met with a day's detention, in having to cross 
the river Murray. Here tolerably firm ground 
extends to the water's side, and the reedy flats on 
the other bank are very narrow. After taking the 
cart to pieces, and stowing it in a boat, we had to 
swim our horses across, one by one; which was a 
tedious undertaking, as they continually got bogged 
in the mud, amongst the reeds at the water's edge. 



8UPPEB OPF MOTHS. S7 

A fine view of the river is obtained from the high 
ground on its opposite bank, from which spot the 
eye may trace it winding in the most gracefol 
sweeps, between " fields of living green.** The 
hills rising from the valley or basin of the Mur- 
ray are clothed with belts of pine, and beyond 
is the extensive country of scrub. Mount Barker, 
deeply purple in the shades of evening, shuts out 
the view to the westward. A few scattered gum- 
trees grow along the water's edge ; and these are 
the resort of multitudes of black shags, or the less 
numerous white ibis, which roost on their decayed 
branches. The cry of spur-winged plovers feeding 
along the soft soil, and the flutter of an occasional 
bronze-winged pigeon coming to the river to drink, 
frequently broke the quietude of night. The mus- 
quittoes around our fire were a plague ; and large 
ghost-moths fluttered into the embers, in such 
quantities that the natives made a capital supper on 
their scorched and roasted bodies. Wrapping my- 
self up in my blanket I lay down near the fire^ 
beneath the clear starry sky, till dawn. 

The country along the right bank of the Murray 
towards Lake Alexandrina is a limestone tract, with 
level plains of desert-like appearance, covered with 
salsalaceous plants and salt lagoons. Our horizon 
eastward was bounded by the blue and unknown 
hills of the Tattayarra country. 

A graceful broomlike tree, bearing clusters of 
yellow blossoms, grows amongst the reeds; and 

D 5 
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bushes of the Polygonum^ with its leafless and 
juicy stems, through which the brilliant blue wrens 
are constantly fluttering like blossoms, occur plen- 
tifully not far from the banks of the Murray. 

In this district the natives were very numerom, 
their encampments being scattered along the narrow 
strip of ground between tlie limestone cliflTs and the 
water's edge : there they find plenty of food from 
the fish, mussels, crayfish, bulrush-root, and other 
products of this large river. We frequently came 
upon their ovens or cooking fires, resembling kilns, 
beneath which the roots of the bulrush were being 
steamed between heated stones. The women at our 
approach ran into the reeds ; the sounds of their 
low jabbering voices becoming less distinct as th^ 
sought their hiding-places. 

Whilst encamped in a pine forest, we were ap- 
proached by a droll-looking fellow : a tall, muscular 
native, perfectly naked, armed with a wirri and a 
spear, and having the hair of his beard, whiskers, and 
other parts of his body most carefully plucked out. 
From the crown of the head to the waist he was 
copiously plastered with red ochre and grease, 
which dripped from his long matted ringlets ; and 
his hair was ornamented with kangaroo teeth, 
faHtened into it with clay, which hung down over 
his forehead. He had just passed through those 
ceremonies of his tribe which consist of initiatory 
rites into the state of manhood; and he held in one 
hand a branch of eucalyptus: the green bough 
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being symbolical of his situation, according to the 
" rain-makers" or wise old men. This stately 
fellow came up to us in the most gentlemanly 
manner possible, stating that he was " berry good 
black fellow ;" and as he had no card, he gave us 
his name, * Tom Ugly.' Another young man, who 
had undergone similar rites, and rejoicing in the 
English appellation of ' Jack Larkins' also made his 
appearance. Both these gentlemen fetched in a 
supply of water, and then sat down to assist us 
with our meal. 

An elderly native, who called himself " Mr. 
Mason," ran up to us in great haste, greeting the 
corporal with all the demonstrations of the most 
cordial friendship. This old man had exchanged 
names with Mason, as a proof of his brotherly 
feeling: a distinction amongst his tribe of which 
he was not a little proud. The name given in 
return was " Mooloo," by which title Mason was 
generally known amongst the surrounding tribes. 
"Mr. Mason" introduced us to his lubra or wife 
Charlberri, who was wrapped in a round grass mat, 
which supported her picaninny at her back : the 
little creature was chewing the favourite bulrush 
root, a large net of which was suspended from its 
mother's shoulders. Beside her stood her son, a 
fine little boy, about four years old, called Rimmel- 
liperingery ; also chewing a long piece of bulrush 
root, and looking up at us intently with the largest, 
darkest, and most penetrating eyes I ever beheld : 
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had not their whites been deeply tinged with yel- 
low, and the long lashes been matted together 
with a mucous discharge from the eye, they might 
have been called beautiful. Rimmelliperingery is 
the pride of his tribe, and wears the upper man- 
dible of the black swan round his neck ; which is 
regarded as a gunwarrie or wizard charm. 

As we journeyed on, about sunset, our attention 
was attracted to a dark- looking object between the 
forked branches of a casuarina, or she oak-tree; 
on examination, we found it to be the dried and 
shrivelled body of an old woman, carelessly pushed 
up into the tree, there to remain till the bones fell 
asunder, demanding an interment below the sand 
by the nearest relative. As the bodies of the old 
and infijni are considered unworthy of the trouble 
bestowed on those of young and favourite warriors, 
they are frequently put into trees in this way ; with- 
out enrolment in mats and netting, or the careful 
covering of boughs, which distinguished the latter, 
whose sacred mummies are carefully deposited on 
an elevated platform of posts. Near this spot we 
noticed a circular hollow in the limestone rock, 
about twelve feet in diameter, and upwards of 
twenty in depth. 

The low flats adjoining the junction of the Mur- 
ray with the lake, bear evident marks of haying 
once formed a part of the bed of the lake itself. 
The natives themselves concur in this ; and motion- 
ing, with a sweep of their hands over the plains. 
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towards the blue hills to the eastward, signify that 
it was formerly all " big one water." 

The shores of Lake Alexandrina looked bleak and 
desolate : a chill south wind was blowing strongly 
across its dark bosom, ruffling the water into short 
white breakers. We met several native women and 
girls, heavily laden with mussels, in net bags made 
of bulrush fibre, which they had procured from the 
mud of the adjoining lake. These mussels form 
one of their chief articles of food, and are cooked 
by being placed edgewise in the sand, close to the 
fire, and covered with heated embers. Heaps of 
the refuse shells lay scattered about, in immense 
numbers, along the neighbourhood of the water, 
throughout this thickly populated district. 

During the night we had rain ; our tarpaulin was 
converted into a tent, by being stretched across a 
pole from the back of the dray, and we encamped 
at the foot of some low sandy hills, covered with 
casuarina, about half a mile from the lake. Two 
natives started to fetch water, and a blazing fire of 
she-oak wood invited us to rest and partake of our 
evening meal, under the shelter of a spreading 
juniper tree. The night was fragrant with the per- 
fume of blossoms, arising from a shrub now in full 
flower, somewhat resembling the white lilac of 
Europe; and the air was cold after the rain. About 
fifteen natives had encamped near us, sitting round 
their fires, chattering and cooking their mussels in 
the bright embers. 
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The natives were gathered in considerable num- 
bers next morning, to witness us at breakfast; 
sitting before us in rows so close as not to be very 
agreeable, loudly vociferating and chattering. They 
were mostly in a state of nudity ; one man however 
wore a round jacket, but nothing else, and a little 
girl was perfectly natural with the exception of a 
pair of old boots, that she had obtained at the Mur* 
ray. The girl persisted that her name was William : 
probably derived from the donor of the boots ; and 
a facetious fellow, on our inquiring his name, proudly 
told us it was " split-sixpence." 

We frequently met with that large and beautiful 
straw-coloured amarryllis, the Murray lily; the per- 
fume of its blossoms frequently betraying its locality, 
at a considerable distance. 

From the woody hills about Point Malcolm, we 
gained a view of Lake Albert, which is connected 
with Lake Alexandrina by a narrow outlet ; forming 
a considerable peninsula between it and the shores 
of the Coorong. The country around Lake Albert 
consists of light soil, covered in many places with 
fine kangaroo-grass, and scattered over with she*- 
oaks, banksias, and tea-tree. The grass-tree and the 
elegant corea^ a plant somewhat resembling a fuschia, 
with its scarlet bells, grow amongst the patches of 
underwood. 

Wombats are numerous here, and their burrows 
intersect the rocky tops of the undulating hills in 
every direction. 
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We discovered several ambushes belonging to the 
natives, carefully concealed by she-oak branches, in- 
terwoven with grass. These are for the purpose of 
watching larger game, such as the emu and kan- 
garoos, which they spear as they approach the water- 
holes to drink, at sunset. 

We encamped one day at Bonney's water-holes, 
and in the evening the lake natives performed some 
singular dances. One, the dance of the frogs, con- 
sisted of a number of men painted and armed with 
wirris, which they beat together, singing all the 
time; then, squatting on the ground, they leaped 
along one after another in circles, imitating the 
actions and movements of a frog. In another dance 
they go through the performance of hunting the 
emu; one man imitating the voice of the bird. 
Their last amusement was that of sitting cross-legged 
round a fire, in a circle, singing and beating time 
with spears and wirris ; suddenly they all stretched 
out their right arms as if pointing to some unseen 
object, displayed their teeth, and rolled their eyes 
in a dreadful manner, and then jumped on their feet 
with a shout that echoed for miles through the still- 
ness of the night. 

On the shores of Lake Albert plenty of fresh 
water is to be obtained by digging. We opened 
several wells, and found sweet and limpid water at 
four feet from the surface. As at times the lake is 
brackish, from the influence of the wind and tide. 
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mingling its waters with those of the salt Coorong, 
these wells will be invaluable. 

Pelicans, black swans, and ducks of varioas species 
abound on these lakes; affording capital sport to 
a good marksman, with his rifle. 

From a bleak hill at the southern extremity o 
the lake, a grand and extensive view is obtained, 
looking over the surrounding country ; with the 
barren sand-hills of the Coorong, that loom like 
mountains in the distance, tinged with a rosy hue 
at sunset. The sullen roar of the Southern Ocean, 
as it breaks on the opposite side of those sand-hills, 
was heard by us distinctly all night ; though we 
could not be less than twelve miles distant from its 
dreary shores. 

The people inhabiting the margin of the lake, 
build for themselves winter huts, resembling bee- 
hives, to protect them in these exposed situations 
from the cold south and west winds, that prevail 
during that season. These huts are composed of 
turf and mud, over a framework of sticks, and have 
a small entrance on the leeward side. Along the 
shores of the Coorong they cover these huts with 
sand and shells, so as to form a hollow mound, im- 
pervious to the wind, beneath which they creep in 
stormy weather. 

We encamped for two nights on the margin of 
the Coorong ; which it may be well here to explain, 
is a back-water inlet from the sea, commencing at 
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the mouth of the Murray and the lake, and running 
parallel to the coast for 90 miles ; being divided from 
the ocean only by a ridge of stupendous sand-hills, 
varying from half a mile to a mile and a half in 
breadth. It was on the inner shore of this water 
that we pitched our tent ; and, though frequently 
surrounded by more natives than were agreeable, 
we found them tolerably civil, bringing us fish, and 
monterries, or native apples. This fruit is a little 
berry, the production of a running plant that grows 
in profusion upon the sand-hills. These berries are 
precisely like miniature apples, and have an aromatic 
flavour, which is not unpleasant. When the mon- 
terry is ripe, the natives disperse themselves over 
the sand-hills in search of them, returning in the 
evening, with their baskets filled, to the camp. Ma- 
son had made good use of his rifle at Lake Albert, 
and we supped on ducks and fish, in true bush style 
around our fires: the ducks were roasted upon a 
stick that served as a spit, and the natives for a 
small piece of tobacco, brought us a basket of ex- 
cellent mullet. 

The Coorong is truly a wild and desolate place ; 
and the loneliness of the scene is heightened, rather 
than otherwise, by the occasional rude huts, and the 
naked forms of the savages. Instead of inspiring 
the traveller with confidence, and the feeling that 
he is amongst others of his fellow-species, these dark 
and treacherous beings, quivering their merciless 
spears, with their hands lifted against every man. 
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seem to complete the inhospitable picture, and fill 
him with apprehension and constant dread. 

The natives belonging to this portion of the 
Coorong, are known as the Milmendura tribe : the 
people by whom the passengers and crew of the 
" Maria" were murdered, when that unfortunate 
vessel was cast away on this part of the coast a few 
years since. 

The recollection of so sad a tragedy lends a 
melancholy interest to the dreary region. Those 
who accompanied the party that went in search 
of the shipwrecked passengers and crew, tell me 
that such as escaped from the dangers of the reef 
near Cape Jaffa, where the vessel struck, after 
subsisting on roots and shell-fish, toiled along the 
shore for 90 miles — men, women, and children — in 
the burning sun, hungry and thirsty and barefoot, 
till they arrived at the Milmendura tribe. Two 
more days' march, they trusted, would bring them 
to the sea mouth of the Murray, where the En- 
counter Bay natives had communication with the 
whalers ; and they there looked for an end to their 
sufferings* But these terminated only in death : the 
savages stripped them of their few remaining gar- 
ments, and deliberately murdered them as they came 
up in straggling parties ; knocking out their brains 
with wirries, or chasing them with the spear. Many 
of the bodies were found buried in the sand ; some 
pushed into wombat burrows, and others were never 
found at all. The fingers of some of the ladies had 
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been cut off with shells to obtain the rings that 
adorned them ; and one of the saddest sights was to 
see the linen of the children, all stained with blood, 
lying about in the huts of these cruel wretches. 
Beneath one of the she -oak trees, in the neigh* 
bourhood of our encampment, was found a torn 
letter, which had been written by a young lady, one 
of the sufferers, to her friends in England, describ- 
ing these very savages, who had since murdered her. 
Several watches were discovered in the native huts, 
concealed in an incredible number of wrappers ; the 
savages probably imagining them to be alive, or 
possessing powers of sorcery. Sovereigns also were 
passed in barter to the Encounter Bay natives, of 
whom the whalers obtained them for shirts and 
tobacco. The party in search of these ill-fated voy- 
agers, scoured the country in every direction ; burnt 
the native huts to the ground, and succeeded in 
capturing two of the murderers ; who were hung 
amongst the sand-hills, as an example to the rest 

The sealers and whalers from Kangaroo Island 
formerly used to come across and land upon the 
coast. They would surprise a small encampment 
of natives, kidnap the women, and, conveying them 
to their boats, return to the island. 

Leaving the Coorong, our party proceeded to 
make a survey of the peninsula running up between 
it and Lake Albert. The country is here undulat- 
ing and grassy, scattered over with she-oak and 
banksia trees. We observed narrow native paths in 



68 HUMAN SKULLS USED FOR DRINKING-VES8ELS. 

all directions leading towards the water, and heaps 
of empty shells constantly denoted their camping 
places. The blacks on the Peninsula were so wild 
that they immediately took to the reeds ; the women 
and children swimming to an island in the centre of 
a lagoon. Several tall fellows came running through 
the trees, holding up the right arm as a sign of 
peace ; which salute we returned, and galloped 
towards them to learn the situation of the native 
wells ; but they took to their heels and disappeared. 
We met with some fine kangaroos on the Penin- 
sula, and wombats appeared to be in great quantity, 
from the numerous burrows we met with, and the 
abundance of their bones and skulls lying around the 
native encampments. The natives have a method 
of catching the wombats by stopping up all the 
entrances to their burrows, and lighting a fire of 
green wood at the aperture : the animal is suffo- 
cated, runs in vain to the entrance of his hole, and 
there dies. The wombat is about the size of the 
badger, and, like most of the Australian animals, is 
seldom visible but on moonlight nights. 

The natives around Lake Albert and the adjoin- 
ing portions of the Coorong use the skulls of their 
friends as drinking vessels. After detaching the 
lower jaw, they fasten a handle of bulrush fibre to 
them, and carry them, whenever they travel, filled 
with water ; always putting in a twist of dry grass 
to prevent the contents from upsetting. 

On our return to the Coorong, over which the 
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yellow sun was setting, we made our encampment a 
few miles higher up the beach towards Encounter 
Bay. Whilst sketching, accompanied by Mason, 
from an elevation overlooking the water and the 
long ridge of sand-hills towards the ocean, we were 
surrounded by about thirty of the wildest-looking 
natives imaginable. They had been gathering 
monterries on the opposite shore ; and after exa- 
mining my clothes and taking a fancy to a pannikin 
we had with us, they filled our pockets and hand- 
kerchiefs with the fruit, and pursued their way back 
to their encampments. A number of natives had 
been prowling around our tent all day, to the great 
terror of the two men we had left in charge of the 
dray ; but the axe and guns, which they took care 
constantly to exhibit, proved a sufficient protection 
for themselves and property. 

The natives catch the ducks here in a very clever 
manner. They swim along with their heads covered 
with a mass of sea-weed or grass, and, when near 
their prey, suddenly dive beneath the birds and 
catch them by the leg. 

At night, whilst sitting round our fire, listening 
to the distant roar of the ocean, the demon-like 
shouts and wild chanting of the natives perform- 
ing their corrobbory amongst the opposite sand- 
hills, and the almost unearthly howl of the wild- 
dog, broke on our ears at intervals. All night 
these wild-dogs lingered about the encampment 
approaching to within a few yards of the fires : 
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their yells were responded to by those in the dk- 
tance ; and from the noise they made in ereij 
direction they must have been very numerou 
These Australian wild-dogs are exceedingly de8tiii» 
tive to the sheep in some districts, and I hxn 
known them so daring as to eat off the tails of dn 
bullocks, when those animals have been knocked if 
after a long march. 

We proceeded from the Coorong across the a- 
tremity of the limestone country covered wi4 
scrub, known as the Desert, towards Bonnej*! 
water-holes. From these limestone hills, the entiK 
surface of Lake Albert is seen, forming a landscape 
peculiarly Australian. Numbers of the brush-kan- 
garoo {Halmaturus Greyii) were put up constantly, 
and though our dogs took after them, these elegant 
little kangaroos always outstripped them from thrir 
extreme swiftness. This new and beautiful species, 
named after his Excellency Captain Grey, who pro- 
cured the first specimen, is remarkably local in its 
distribution ; being exclusively confined to the desert- 
scrub bordering on Lake Albert and the north-west 
end of the Coorong. 

The Mus Australadcus, a singularly-variegated 
species of rat, burrows in the plains close to Bon- 
ney's water-holes ; but this animal only moves at 
night. 

Several elevated native burying- places may be 
seen along the margin of the Lake Alexandrina. 
The wind makes dirge-like music amongst the reedfl 
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where these tombs stand, and blows chill across the 
dark and dreary lake ; conveying a perfect idea of 
solitude and desolation and death. 

The accompanying plate represents an eleyated 
tomb at Myponga ; in connection with which I have 
been favoured with the following beautiful passage 
from the pen of my friend Mr. Miles of Sydney : — 

'^ Saw you the sedgy waters of the pool^ gloomy and deep as 
death ? 

'* Saw yon the old trees scathed with age, whitening to each day's 
sun and to the storm and wind ? 

** Saw you the whitened branches stretching into the air, with a 
blue and happy sky beyond ? 

" Saw you the little floweret on the bank of the deep and gloomy 
pool, blooming in its beauty ? 

*' Heard you and saw you the tall reeds around the sedgy waters, 
waving in the wind — reeds of a mournful tone ; when all around was 
silent, when the roaming savage was far away, for the living dread 
the dead ? 

*' Heard you and saw yon the flesh-feeding bird, screaming and 
slirieking, hovering high in air over this lonely spot ? 

'' Heard you and saw you the wild dog yapping impatiently, and 
watching where the dark birds feasted ? 

" This is the solitude of the wilderness. 

'' The deep and sedgy vraters tell of Lethe. The old tree tells of 
withering age ; and the thin white branches upvrord raised, tell of 
withered arms in suppliant prayer, with a bright and happy light 
beyond. The humble floweret tells of fleet and fading joy. The tall 
reeds chafing in the wind, where all is desolate and silent, hymn 
forth a funeral dirge. 

** T'lB the wild bird feeds; 'tis the wild dog eyes the corpse that 
rots. 'T was here a tribe have placed a chieftain in his once canoe ; 
he rests the sleep of time on the branches of minor shrubs flowering 
in their beauty, on the land which the white man has left uncursed 
by misery, slaughter, and oormption, to the savage in the wild." 
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Returning to the Murray, we fell in with a s 

party of the natives from the Tattayarra coiintr 

tribe unknown to Europeans, and dreaded bj 

I natives upon the river, who describe them as a 

■ bals. These people make periodical visits to 

Murray, bringing with them various articles of 
ter, the production of their district in the int 
beyond the desert. Their baskets are of exqr 
workmanship. From their fine figures and sup< 
physical appearance, I should be led to judge 
they occupy a fertile country ; only making es 
sions into the desert at certain seasons of the yej 
search of kangaroos, roots, or the sweet mam 
the scrub. One of the men we saw was an in 
dual of noble bearing : he trod the soil as the 
he were its possessor. There was no fear — no 
ging for flour or tobacco — no crouching to the i« 
man : he stood before us in all the dignity of 
savage — tall, erect, and strong. Tchadkai, a 
youth, was at his side, with his long black 
streaming in the wind, and his neck surrour 
with ornaments of reeds strung upon the sine^ 
. the kangaroo. This child of the desert looke< 

us with wonder. He put his wild-dog across 
shoulder, and pointed with his spear towards 
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doubt. According to the people of the Murray — 
who themselves kill boys for the sake of their fat, 
with which to bait their fish-hooks ! — these natives 
devour their children in times of scarcity. One 
man was pointed out as having destroyed two chil- 
dren for that purpose ; and none of them deny having 
recourse to so dreadful an alternative when pressed 
witli hunger. 

In connection with the subject of cannibalism 
amongst the New Hollanders, I would remark that 
a Moravian missionary amongst the tribes at More- 
ton Bay, on the east coast of New South Wales, 
who was an eye-witness to the occurrence, informed 
me that it is a custom for parents to partake of the 
flesh of their children after death, as a token of 
grief and affection for the deceased ! 

The wild-dog, or dingo {^Canis Australasicus\ is 
tamed by the Tattayarras, who carry these animals 
through the desert, as a last resource for food, when 
other means fail. An intoxicating root is also fre- 
quently used by them : it grows in the scrub, and 
when taken has much the same effect as opium. 
The Tattayarras are pecuh'arly expert in spearing 
''the emu and the kangaroo. This they accomplish 
by sneaking behind a screen made of bushes tied 
together, which they carry in one hand, so as to 
conceal the figure ; they then steal along, in a 
crouching attitude, silently towards their prey, until 
within a proper distance, when they suddenly start 
up, quiver the spear^ and, when it flies from the 
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throwing-stick, it seldom misses the heart of 
intended victim. 

On reaching the upper crossing -place of 

Murray, on our return, a busy scene presented il 

II 3000 sheep, belonging to Messrs. Mac&rlane, ' 

being conveyed on rafts across the river, in c 
to take them to the new pastures near the lake ; 
as but few sheep could be placed in the pen i 
the raft at one journey, the conveyance of so g 
a number becomes necessarily a tedions process. 

Flights of the white cockatoo are continnall 
the wing, or sporting amongst the branches of 
gum-trees along the banks of the river ; and c 
sionally, when feeding on the ground, searching 
seeds and insects amongst the soft soil, they c 
pletely whiten the surface for a considerable exten 
numerous are these birds in this portion of Aostr 

After recrossing the river, we came suddenly i 
several native encampments : the men were 
hunting and fishing ; the younger women and ( 
dren had gone into the reeds in search of biilr 
root and mussels ; and none were left aroond 
embers of the morning-fire save two old women, 
presented the most humiliating spectacle of hni 
existence possible : extremely old, haggard, s 
veiled, and naked ; having limbs clothed only i 
loose and pendulous skin — blind, and tortured i 
loathsome vermin and disease — there they sat in 
ashes, at death's door, beneath a rude sheltei 
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thrown out as food for the rayen and the wild-dog ; 
for their bones are old, and hence unworthy of the 
rites of sayage sepulture. 

Near these- decrepit old women, we met with 
another gloomy picture of the lowest grade of our 
species, — a woman, and a mother, wandering in 
search of roots, with her digging-stick in her hand. 
She was almost naked, and her dark limbs were 
thin and poor ; yet she carried a heavy load at her 
back. Night and day she bore her burden onwards, 
without complaint, though it was a loathsome and 
decaying corpse that she cherished. It was the 
dead body of her son, a child of ten years old ; and 
she had carried it for three weeks in her bundle, as 
a tribute of her affection. Oh ! how strong is a 
mother's love, when even the offensive and putrid 
clay can be thus worshipped for the spirit that was 
once its tenant. She begged some flour, and then 
passed on into the wilderness — a dark and solitary 
mourner, beneath the bright sky. 

At night-fall we regained Mason's hut. On the 
top of the hill near the river, there is a grave : its 
place was once marked by a mound of sand, though 
it has since been almost obliterated by time. It is 
the grave of a bushranger : a lawless, yet a brave 
man, who had escaped from New South Wales, and, 
after combating with the dangers and toils of the 
desert and the scrub for hundreds of miles, was 
drowned in attempting to swim across the Murray. 
Mason found his body, and at the setting of the sun 
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buried him in the sand. The natives look on 
the spot with dread ; and at night they avoid it, as 
they say the white man's spirit still lingers there. 

An old native, who calls himself " William," has 
been made an assistant of the police, and resides at 
Mason's hut. This old man is clothed in a left-off 
uniform of the force, and has proved a most faithful 
auxiliary to them. He is of great service in track- 
ing offenders amongst the native tribes, and in 
keeping peace between them and the white settlers. 
Not long since, Mason had occasion to proceed, 
on a special errand, to Adelaide, without being 
replaced at the station by another policeman. In 
this emergency, the whole of the stores, and the 
keys of the hut, were entrusted to the care of 
" William, " who was desired to draw his own 
rations for one week from the supplies. So faith- 
fully did this poor native discharge his office that, 
although Mason was detained beyond his expected 
time of absence, " William " had not continued to 
supply himself with rations from the stores, but had 
dined on fish and bulrush-root with his family; 
guarding the property placed under his care, with 
scrupulous fidelity, from the importunities and 
threats of several hundred natives. 

It was the Sabbath-day when we were again at 
Macclesfield, on our return to Adelaide ; there was 
bright sunshine all around, the cottages of the 
settlers peeped from between the groups of tall- 
spreading gum-trees under which the cattle were 
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sheltering themselves, and the blossom of the mi- 
mosa smelt fragrantly. A white tent was pitched on 
the grassy flat near the brook, whilst the tall trees 
threw their shadows so as to protect it from the 
direct and powerful rays of the sun, and a gentle 
wind stole playfully by, making the white canvass 
of the tent to flap in its refreshing breeze. There 
seemed to be a gathering around that tent : small 
groups of children, and a few solitary individuals, 
were wendThg their way towards it, each one bring- 
ing his seat or camp-stool in his hand ; others 
came on horseback from across the hills ; and when 
the hour fixed for Divine service bad arrived, there 
was a motley and pleasing group congregated to 
listen to the preacher in the wilds. Their song 
echoed sweetly along the valley — for it was a calm 
and glorious day — and the hymn of the emigrants 
worshipping their God in a new and adopted land, 
harmonized with the Sabbath of nature which was 
around them. Then the voice of the preacher suc- 
ceeded to the notes of praise. It was a well-known 
and startling voice : I had heard it amidst the roar 
of the ocean ; I had heard it when the vessel lay 
becalmed beneath a burning sun ; and I never shall 
forget hearing it, one dark tempestuous night on 
that vessel's deck, when by the dim light of the 
lantern, and with a voice battling with the elements, 
that devout man proclaimed, in solemn tones, the 
words " Prepare to meet thy God :" for it was the 
sea-boy's funeral sermon. 



CHAPTER III. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THB ABORIGINAL INHABITAin 

OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

The NatiTes of the Lower Murray and the Lakes of Moorufi— 
The Scrub XatirGS— The Pamkalla and Naao Tribes to the weit* 

ward of Spencer's Gulf. 

The aboriginal inhabitants of South Australia, like 
those scattered over other portions of the vast conti- 
nent of New Holland, are divided into numeroiu 
tribes, each speaking a different language; and, 
though resembling one another in physical appear- 
ance and in the general character of their usages 
and customs, there are still certain habits and ob- 
servances which are peculiar to a single tribe, and 
arc totally unknown amongst their neighboarSi 
Locality, the kind of food produced in particular 
districts, and other causes, are calculated to occasion 
these peculiarities; to which I shall refer sepa- 
rately, under their respective heads. 

The South Australian natives are generally rather 
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below the average stature of Europeans; the 
women are disproportionately small,* and their limbs 
are not so well formed as those of the men. Al- 
though I have met with men who measured six feet 
in height, and others stout and robust in the extreme, 
these are exceptions to the mass ; who frequently 
exhibit limbs that are much attenuated, and forms 
extremely slight and thin. 

The tribes on the sea-coast, and the people inha- 
biting the banks of the Murray and the lakes, are 
more athletic and better made than the individuals 
who seek a scanty sustenance amongst the scrub 
and on the hills of the interior ; the former feeding 
chiefly on fish and wild-fowl, whilst the latter 
devour snakes, lizards, roots, and the gum of the 
ivattle. The limbs, especially of the young people, 
are often disproportionately slender amongst these 
ill-fed tribes, and the stomach becomes so distended 
by the frequent use of juicy and green food, a* to 
appear unsightly. The true colour of the skin is so 
disguised by dirt, ochre, and clay, as to be hardly 
discernible ; it is of a purplish copper tint, and in 
60me individuals is no darker than that of the 
natives of the Figi Islands. Their hair is black, or 
very dark brown, coarse, generally in curls, but 
never woolly ; the beards and whiskers of the men 
are strong and abundant, and the whole body is 
often covered with hair, to a greater or less degree. 
Their eyes are universally of a dark reddish hazel, 
with very black lashes, and deep overhanging brows. 
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and the whites are tinged with yellow, which gives 
a degree of savageness to their appearance. Their 
heads are not wanting in the perceptive faculties, 
though in the reflective they are deficient. The 
skulls of the women are worse than those of the 
men ; they are elongated and very narrow, the 
development of the intellectual organs being re- 
markably small. The cheek-bones are high, and 
the brows projecting; the nose is broad and de- 
l^ressed, with little distance between the eyes; the 
mouth is rather large, but it frequently displays a 
set of regular and beautiful teeth ; the jaw-bone is 
narrow, and the chin diminutive and retiring. In- 
dependently of their want of cleanliness, there is a 
perceptible odour about them which is offensive, 
and often rendered more intolerable by the use of 
shark and whale oil, with which they anoint their 
bodies. As almost every tribe has a language, or 
at least a dialect, peculiar to itself, so that they 
frequently cannot hold intercourse together, diffi- 
culties present themselves in the acquirement of 
the native tongue; which is considered to be of 
Malay origin : many of their words are remarkably 
liquid and musical. It is stated that in the interior 
of some of the Eastern islands there is exist- 
ing at the present moment, a race, whose phy- 
sical appearance, manners, and language strongly 
resemble those of the Australians ; which cor- 
roborates the theory of their having sprung from 
Western Asia, and crossing Torres Straits, spread 
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themselves over the wide continent of Australia. 
The New Zealanders, on the other hand, appear to 
have come from the eastward, bringing with them 
the arts and intelligence of the ancient races of 
Mexico, and, according to their traditions, peopling 
various islands now inhabited by the light-coloured 
tribes of the Pacific. Hence we can account for 
two distinct races, so difierent in manners, customs, 
and physiological character, inhabiting countries 
only one thousand miles apart. 

The population of the native tribes inhabiting 
South Australia is not considerable. Constant wars 
and quarrels between the tribes, polygamy, and 
infanticide are amongst the causes of this. Their 
mode of life, too — not cultivating the ground, but 
seeking a scanty and precarious subsistence by 
wandering over large tracts of country in search of 
food, when the soil naturally produces but little 
compai*atively for the support of the human racC'— 
necessarily causes their numbers to be limited. On 
the banks of the Murray, and about the lakes and 
Encounter Bay, the natives are numerous ; but for 
days together districts may be traversed in one 
direction without meeting with a single native. 
Their places of encampment are always near the 
water, and the banks of a large fresh-water river 
like the Murray must offer inducements to them 
wllieh few other localities afford. 
^^'iftKinulies are usually small; three or four children 
iMBe parents may be considered as an ave- 
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rage proportion. When the boys arrive at a cer- 
tain age they undergo initiatory rites, which vary 
amongst tribes. Some practise circumcision ; others 
knock out the front tooth, as is the custom with the 
natives of New South Wales. 

Tattooing is performed amongst all the tribes. 
They do not mark the face like the New Zealanders, 
but raise large protuberances upon the back and 
shoulders, and cut deep incisions longitudinally 
across the chest, which they fill with clay, rendering 
them hard and horny, resembling tubes of gristle. 

There does not appear to be any distinct cere- 
mony of marriage amongst them. In battle the 
successful warriors endeavour to possess themselves 
of the young wojnen of the opposite party ; and it 
generally happens that the old and experienced 
men obtain the youngest and most comely womeDi 
whilst the old and haggard females are left for the 
more youthful portion of the opposite sex. 

One of the surest marks of the low po$ition of 
the Australian savage in the scale of the human 
species, is the treatment of their women. The men 
walk along with a proud and majestic air; behind 
them, crouching like slaves, and bearing heavy bur- 
dens on their backs, with their little ones astride 
on their shoulders, come the despised and degraded 
women. They are the drudges in all heavy work ; 
and after their lords have finished the repast which 
the women have prepared for them, these despised 
creatures contentedly sit at a distance, and gather 
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up tlie bones and fragments, which the men throw- 
to them across their shoulders, just as we should 
throw meat to a dog. 

The natives have no cultivated food; their garden 
is the waste, and their plantation the trackless forest. 
They go forth to the chase armed only with a slen- 
der spear and a short stick; depending more on 
their own subtlety and acuteness, when in pursuit 
of wild animals, than on the efficiency of their wea- 
pons. At one season of the year they live chiefly 
on roots and vegetable productions. During the 
spring, eggs and young birds, guanos and small 
lizards, snakes, and the larvsB of white ants and 
other insects, are sought after by them. They are 
espedally fond of the caterpillar of a large species 
of moth; which, like the Cossus of the Bomans, is 
r^arded as a delicacy : it is a fleshy grub, of a 
cream-eolour, about three or four inches long, and 
is fimnd in the decaying wood of the EucalyptiLs. 
The natives are very expert in discovering the re- 
treats of these insects, and draw them out by insert- 
ing into their holes a thin twig, at the end of which 
a wooden hook is attached ; this instrument is worn 
behind the ear of the men, and is called pileyali^ or 
j^rri* The kangaroo, the opossum, and the emu 
are taken in various ways. The scrub natives, to 
the northward, go out in large parties, and surround- 
ing their game, drive them towards large nets, in 
which they become entangled. I have se6n single 
nets of this kind forty feet in length, and curiously 
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manufactured out of the fibre of the bulrush-root 
In other parts they steal upon their prey from 
amongst the bushes, when the animals come down at 
evening-time to the water-holes to drink ; and when 
5ufl5ciently close they throw their spears, and then 
despatch them with the vnrri. The wombat, and 
other burrowing animals, are either dug or smoked 
out of their holes ; and rats upon the Murray are 
•caught in grass snares, baited with food. The natives 
can tell with astonishing precision whether an opos- 
sum has recently ascended or descended a tree ; the 
light scratches made by its claws upon the smooth 
bark disclosing the circumstance. As the gum-trees 
frequently run up to thirty feet without a branch, 
and the circumference of their trunks is too large to 
be encircled by the arras and legs, they have another 
mode of ascending. With a small stick, pointed 
and hardened by fire, they make a hole in the bark 
large enough to admit the toe, then, reaching as 
high as they can, they make another, and thus 
ascend from hole to hole ; their only mode of 
holding on being the insertion of the pointed stick 
into the bark, and the nail of the great toe, with 
which they cling as with a finger. 

The women dig various roots, particularly those 
of the sorrel (Oxalis), and the smaller species of 
Xantharcea, or grass-tree ; for which purpose they 
use a stout pointed stick, about five feet long, called 
a katta. 

Both sexes use but little clothing; especially in 
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summer, and when in pursuit of game, fishing, 
or engaged in any kind of exercise. A cloak of 
opossum-fur, or a piece of kangaroo-skin, is worn 
by the women of the Mount Barker and Adelaide 
tribes. Those on the Lower Murray manufacture 
round mats of grass or reeds, which they fasten 
upon their backs, tying them in front, so that 
they almost resemble the shell of a tortoise. In 
the loose portion of these circular coverings the 
mother carry their children astride round the shoul- 
ders; the sharp eyes of the little creatures just peep 
over the edge of the basket, and if alarmed they 
suddenly pop down, and nestle beneath its shelter. 

On grand occasions — such as at a fight, or during 
a corrobbory or dance — the men adorn themselves 
with the feathers of the emu, the pelican, and the 
cockatoo, and ornament their bodies with stripes 
and spots of red and white ochre. Bunches of the 
leaves of the gum-tree also enter into the decora- 
tions of their persons, at such times, amongst several 
of the tribes. 

like other savage nations, they practice various 
games and amusements. Sham-fights take place 
amongst the young men, in which they display re- 
markable dexterity. The game of ball, and throw- 
ing with small blunted spears, called matamoodlu, at 
a given object, or at one another, are also their 
common pastimes. 

The only animal which they cherish or domesticate 
is the dog. Every warrior in the chase is attended 
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by several of them ; and it is frequently dangerons 
to approach a native encampment, unless armed 
with a stout stick, to repel the sudden attack of a 
horde of lean and half-starved dogs, that rush out 
with the utmost fury to worry the intruder. 

The sick are either entrusted to the care of sor- 
cerers, or " wise-men"; or they are left to pine away 
in the encampment, amongst dirt and filth, unable 
to help themselves, and unaided by medical treat- 
ment. Old age and disease fall with aggravated 
weight upon uncivilized man ; and it is heart-rend- 
ing to witness daily, amongst these poor creatures, 
men and women tottering on the brink of the grave, 
and wasted away by European disease. 

The dead, amongst the Lake tribes and those 
on the Coorong, are, as I have before stated, raised 
upon elevated platforms, and covered with rushes. 
To the northwards they bury in a sitting posture, 
and form small tumuli above the graves. At stated 
times the mourners, who are women, come to the 
tombs, and with their kattas dig up the ground about 
them, and put the place in order ; this they accom- 
pany with the most violent howling and lamenta- 
tions. Near the north-west bend of the Murray 
the widows shave their heads, cover them with a 
netting, and then plaster them with pipe-clay, 
forming, when dry, a skull-cap, or cast of the head, 
upwards of an inch in thickness, and weighing 
several pounds. These singular badges of mourn- 
ing were found by Sir Thomas Mitchell high up 
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the Murray, lying scattered about near the native 
burying-places ; and their appearance then caused 
numerous conjectures as to their origin and use. 

Their habitations are extremely rude and simple. 
In the summer time, a few green bushes broken off 
from a neighbouring tree, and stuck in a semicircle 
in the ground, constitute their only shelter from 
the wind. At other times they construct huts of 
the branches of trees, open on one side, and 
about four feet high, somewhat resembling a bee- 
hire. As permanent residences are unknown, 
they bestow but little labour on these frail habi- 
tations, which, when deserted, are soon scattered 
abroad by the winds of heayen. In the open 
forest country the women frequently make little 
retreats of bark and decayed wood ; building them 
amongst the roots of fallen trees, and in retired 
places, where they may remain unobserved during 
the absence of the men. The tribes meet on certain 
cecasions, when they all come together and encamp 
in <me neighbourhood. At such periods as these, 
their nocturnal dances take place on a large scale ; 
numerous fires glimmer in all directions through the 
^oods, whilst iixe air resounds with the tremendous 
*^cl demon-like yells of their savage performances. 

Their weapons and other works of art (if the term 
^^^j be allowed) are rude and primitive ; yet many^ 
^ them display great ingenuity in their adaptation 
^ the purposes for which they are constructed. 
Tlxcir earring seldom advances beyond a few lines 
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or angles, which ornament their wirris and wooden 
shields. 

The native tribes have no distinct form of govern- 
ment ; each man joins in the common hostility 
against his opposite tribe, and the men of most 
influence in matters of importance are the old and 
successful warriors. The possession of the soil is 
claimed by them, each tribe having its own hunting* 
ground or fishing locality, and the infringement 
upon these rights frequently leads to war amongst 
them. Their battles usually take place at daybreak. 
The two tribes meet on an open plain, naked and 
painted, with their spears and shields in their hands; 
a bunch of Emu feathers fastened at the end of a 
spear is sent as a challenge to the opposite parfy, 
and then raising themselves to a dreadful pitch of 
excitement — using contemptuous language, and 
uttering horrid shouts and yells — they quiver their 
spears and rush on to combat. When one man is 
slain the fight generally ceases, though many others 
meet with severe wounds inflicted by the spears and 
vnrris. 

They appear to have no religious observances 
whatever. They acknowledge no Supreme Being, 
worship no idols, and believe only in the existence 
of a spirit, whom they consider as the author of ill, 
and regard with superstitious dread. They are in 
perpetual fear of malignant spirits, or bad men, 
who, they say, go abroad at night ; and they seldom 
venture from the encampment after dusk, even to 
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fetch water, without carrying a firestick in their 
hands, which they consider has the property of 
repelling these evil spirits. They impersonate death 
as a man of a short, thick, and ugly appearance, 
with a disagreeable smell. They place great faith 
in sorcerers; who pretend, by charms and magic 
ceremonies, to counteract the influence of the spirits, 
to care sickness; to cause rain and thunder, and 
perform other supernatural actions. 

The sun and the moon are belieyed by them to 
have once inhabited the earth. They say that the 
moon is the man, and the sun his wife ; several 
of the planets are dogs belonging to the moon ; the 
constellations are groups of children, and the 
meteoric lights are supposed to be orphans. The 
Magellan clouds are regarded as signals of disease, 
and an eclipse is considered to bring with it destruc- 
tion and death. 

The following remarks apply more particularly to 
the tribes of the Lower Murray, and are the result 
of my researches amongst them. 

The staff of their existence is the bulrush-root, 
which the women gather amongst the reeds : it is 
to them what bread is to the European. It is cooked 
upon a heap of limestones, with wood laid over the 
top ; fire is then applied ; the roots are placed on 
the stones ; another layer of heated stones is put 
over them ; wet grass is used to create steam, and a 
mound of sand is then formed over the oven. 
E^garoo and the flesh of the emu and the wombat 
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are cooked in a similar manner, between heated 
stones. 

After the bulrush-root is chewed, they spit out 
the fibrous part in the shape of small quids or 
pellets, heaps of which lie round their c^ampipg 
places. These fibres, after being well chewed, 
are conyerted into rope, of which they manu- 
facture their fishing-lines, and nets {t^r hunting and 
fishing. 

A mussel, a species otanadan^ is also constantly 
sought after, and is eaten with the bulrush-root. The 
women dive for them in the deep water of the Mor* 
ray, with a net round their necks, which they bring 
up full, after remaining under the water for three or 
four minutes. On Lake Alexandrina the women go 
out upon rafts, constructed of layers of reeds, to the 
beds where these mussels abound. Eight or teo 
females will occupy one raft, and propelling it ¥ath 
a pole about twenty feet long over the bosom of the 
lake, will venture several miles from the shore. On 
this raft they will sit and cook their food, over a fire 
elevated upon wet sea- weed and sand ; every now 
and then they dive off in search of the shells, and 
come up with their net-bags loaded with mussels. 
For eight months in the year they gather crayfish, 
which they catch with their toes, and immediately 
crush the claws, to prevent being bitten ; they then 
roast them in the embers of their charcoal fires. 

A windy day is chosen for snaring ducks, which 
are taken in this way: — One man, having a long 
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slender rod, with a noose at the end, goes into the 
water and swims towards the ducks, his head being 
carefully covered with weeds, so that the fowl mis- 
take it for something floating on the water ; he then 
dips the noose oyer the head of one, drags it under 
water, breaks its neck, and fastens it to a girdle 
round his waist. Another and another are thus 
quietly despatched, until his girdle is filled with the 
spoil. Upright sticks are placed in the water, at a 
short distance from the shore, in such situations as 
shags and cormorants are known to frequent, and 
whilst the birds roost upon these sticks, the natives 
swim towards them and snare them in the same 
manner as the ducks. So expert are these people in 
stealing upon their prey, that I have known them 
approach pelicans whilst swimming, dive underneath 
the water, and catch them in their arms as they rise' 
breaking their legs and wings to prevent escape. 
During dark nights they drive out the shags from 
the trees in which they are accustomed to roost, and 
climb into those where the frightened birds take 
shelter, catching them in their hands as they settle. 
In this sport they frequently receive severe bites 
from the shags upon their naked limbs. 

In the summer-time, when the fresh-water turtle 
of the Murray leave the river to lay their eggs in 
the sand, these sharp-sighted savages track them to 
the sand-hills, and seldom fail in discovering their 
retreat Turtle's eggs fried in the hot ashes form a 
palatable artieleof food. 
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The cod of the Murray, and a fish in the lake 
resembling a salmon, are taken with rade hooks. 
A small cat-fish called pamery is speared from their 
canoes, in the shallows amongst the weeds ; and the 
golden perch are driven out of the rushes near the 
banks and struck with the fishing-spear. 

Tadpoles are fried upon grass. Of the entrails of 
the pelican they make sausages, by filling* them wiA 
fat ; when heated to the consistency of oil, an orifiOB 
is made at one end, and the delicacy is then handed 
round, each member of the family sucking out a 
mouthful of the fat. 

The sharp edge of the mussel-shell is used as a 
knife, and the women crop their hair by this means(; 
Another shell, found in the reeds, serves the purpose 
of a spoon. 

The Lower Murray natives derive their names 
either from the spot where they were born, fivm 
some trivial occurrence, or from a natural objeet 
seen by the mother soon after the birth of the child; 
for example: — Peroocoont (centipede) ; Murrunme3k 
(make haste) ; Chemhillin (chewing the bulrnsh-root); 
Rolcoorolca (the noise of the emu) ; Roncoamoodtker 
(the barking of the dog); Ungoontah-ungoontak 
(stamping of the emu) ; Peetpeerim (the whistle of a 
bird). 

Their chief ornaments are kangaroo-teeth fastened 
into their hair ; a bone through the cartilage of the 
nose ; and the down of the musk-duck and the black 
swan : this they twist into fillets and bind round 
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the head. They are also partial to small bunches 
of reeds or feathers, which, being tied upon sticks, 
they attach to the hair, so as to be continually 
dangling at every movement of the head. 

Although the weapons and utensils belonging to 
the various tribes are many of them similar in 
appearance, they are often designated by totally 
different names. The round mat of the Murray is 
caAled painffkoont ; ihe basket tainffkil; the kangaroo 
skin loemkoont. A net three and a half yards long, 
which is worn as a charm round the waist during 
sickness, and is beautifully manufactured of the 
fibrous bulrush-root, is termed mintum. The bome- 
rang is not known amongst them. They have three 
kinds of spears in general use; the large barbed 
spear (tooomd)^ made of the blue gum wood; the 
tea-tree spear, which is tipped with the light stem 
of the grass-tree, and barbed with sharp quartz or 
glass, cemented by means of the resin from the pine 
that grows on the sandy hills near the river, or by 
grass-tree gum and sand, of which they form a kind 
of glue; and the reed spear, which is like an arrow, 
and pointed with wood hardened by fire. The 
throwing-stick, for projecting the smaller spears, is 
called yeracoolf and a short wirri for striking, puhr. 
Their summer habitations of boughs are termed 
muntum^ and the winter hnte pulffum. 

They have a custom of ofiering their wives to 
their friends when they visit tliem ; it is also re- 
garded as a mark of respect to strangers. Many 
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of the men possess foar wires ; the old men seciu^ 
ing the greatest number. A sister is exchanged for 
a daughter, and if a young man has several sisten 
he is always sure of obtaining wives in retnnL 
Should the ladies object, or become obstreperous, 
they are mollified by a shower of very sharp blows 
on the head with a wirri. They are kind to thdr 
children, and never beat them; if they are &• 
pleased, they take them up and throw them to t 
distance. 

When an individual dies, they carefully avoid 
mentioning his name; but if compelled to do so, 
they pronounce it in a very low whisper, so fiiint 
that they imagine the spirit cannot hear their voice. 
The body is never buried with the head on, tha 
skulls of the dead being taken away and used as 
drinking- vessels by the relations of the deceased. 
Mooloo, the native whom I met near the junction 
of the lake, parted with his mother's skull for s 
small piece of tobacco ! Favourite children are put 
into bags after death, and placed on elevated scaf- 
folds; two or three being frequently enclosed be- 
neath one covering. 

The bodies of aged women are dragged out by the 
legs, and either pushed into a hole in the earth, or 
placed in the forked branches of a tree; no atten- 
tion whatever being paid to their remains. 

Those of old men are placed upon the elevated 
tombs, and leflt to rot until the structure falls to 
pieces ; the bones are then gathered up and buried 
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IB the nearest patch of soft earth. When a young* 
man dies, or a warrior is slain in battle, his corpse 
b set np cross-legged npon a platform, with its face 
towards the rising of the snn ; the arms are extended 
by means of sticks, the head is fastened back, and 
all the apertures of the body are sewn up ; the hair 
b plneked off, and the fat of the corpse, which had 
prerioQsly been taken out, is now mixed with red 
ochre, and rubbed all over the body. Fires are 
then kindled underneath the platform, and the 
fiiends and mourners take up their position around 
A where they remain about ten days, during the 
whole of which time the mourners are not allowed to 
^p^k ; a native is placed on each side of the corpse, 
^hose doty it is to keep off the flies with bunches of 
^u feathers, or small branches of trees. If the 
Wythus operated upon should happen to belong to 
• Warrior slain in fight, his weapons are laid across 
bis lap, and his limbs are painted in stripes of red 
*Dd white and yellow. After the body has re- 
gained for several weeks on the platform, it is 
Wien down and buried; the skull becoming the 
drinking-cup of the nearest relation. Bodies thus 

Preserved have the appearance of mummies : there 

• 

w no sign of decay ; and the wild dogs will not 
^"Wddle with them, though they devour all manner 
^carrion. 

When a friend, or an individual belonging to the 
•Wne tribe, sees for the first time one of these bodies 
ftns set Bp, he approaches it, and commences by 
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abusing the deceased for dying: saying there is plent 
of food, and that he should have been contented t 
remain ; then, after looking at the body intently fii 
some time, he throws his spear and his wirri at i 
exclaiming, " Why did you die ?" — or " Take tlu 
for dying." 

If a man is sick^ his women rub excrement ove 
their heads, which they imagine will cure him 
reminding us of the ancient Jews who were acciu 
tomed to sit with ashes upon their heads in times c 
distress. The women, when mourning, singe ol 
their hair with a small fire-stick ; the men remOT 
theirs with a mussel-shell ; they also blacken thei 
faces with charcoal, and scratch their nose unti 
they fetch blood. They conceive that sickness i 
caused by the evil spirit of some person who had 
spite against them when living ; and that the sick 
ness is inflicted by the spirit gently touching tl 
individual with a kind of wirri called millin. 

An elegant species of fly-catcher, of a blac 
colour, which continually hovers about in search < 
insects, performing all manner of graceful max 
oeuvres in the air, is regarded by them as an ev 
spirit, and is called mooldtharp^ or devil. Whenevc 
they see it, they pelt it with sticks and stone 
though they are afraid to touch or destroy it. A 
earthquake and a whirlpool are also termed mack 
tharp by them. They have a tradition that a ver 
long time ago a big black fellow, whom they sty 
Oorundoo, came down in his canoe, and commande 
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tbe water to rise alid form the river. The same 
Oorandoo is supposed to have made the bulrash 
si^oot, and stocked the river with fish. His two 
wives proved untractable, and ran away from their 
lord; and to punish this unwarrantable behaviour 
on their part, Oorundoo very properly made two 
lakes to drown them, which correspond with the 
lakes Alexandrina and Albert. 

They also say that after death the spirit wanders 
in the dark for some time, until it finds a string, 
when this same Oorundoo pulls it up from the 
earth. 

The natives around Portland Bay, and at the 
south-eastern extremity of South Australia, burn 
their dead, by.placing them in hollow trees in an 
erect position, and covering them with leaves and 
dry sticks, and then setting fire to the whole. 
During the ceremony the women make a dismal 
noise around the blazing tree, uttering shrieks and 
dismal howls that echo through the woods. 
Amongst the tribes of the Murray, and those to 
the northward and westward, the practice of con- 
8oming the dead by means of fire appears to be 
totally unknown. 

I shall next proceed to offer a few remarks upon 
the Moorundi natives, who inhabit the banks of the 
river about 180 miles higher up than the Lower 
Murray tribe, towards the great north-west bend of 
the stream. 

The natives of this locality believe in the existence 

VOL. I. F 
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of a water spirit, which is much dreaded by thenit 
They say it inhabits the Murray ; but though tbej 
affirm that its appearance is of frequent occurrenoe^ 
they have some difficulty in describing it. Its 
most usual form, however, is said to be that of aa 
enormous star-fish. 

When a boy arrives at the age of fourteen or six- 
teen years, the initiatory rites of manhood are cde> 
brated. Two or more boys of the tribe being se- 
lected and caught by stealth, a friendly man seizei 
each one by the arms, and the operators commenee 
by smearing their bodies all over with red oebie 
and grease. The women come up crying, lamenting, 
and cutting their own legs in the most dreadfid 
manner with mussel-shells, until they bleed pro* 
fusely. The boys are then led up by their relativei 
to a place where two spears are set up, inclined to* 
wards each other, and ornamented at the top wiA 
bunches of feathers. The boys lie down, with their 
heads towards the spears, and preserve silence da- 
ring the whole ceremony. The Weearoos^ or plucken, 
who are persons selected from a distant tribe, come 
gently up and commence plucking out the hair from 
their bodies ; at the same time, the spectators stand 
round carefully watching the operation. When this 
is finished, the friends gather green gum bushes, 
and place them under the arm-pits, and over the a 
pubis of the boys, who then walk away with much 
solemnity. The lads thus initiated, are entitled to 
wear two kangaroo teeth, and a bunch of ema 
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feathers in their hair. They are likewise allowed to 
possess themselves of wives, to join in the exercises 
of the chase, and to go to battle with the warriors 
of the tribe. 

The. scrub natives, who are called Wirramayo, 
and occapy the vast scrub country to the north-west 
of this part of the Murray, have a different method of 
initiating the boys into the privileges of manhood* 
The boy is brought by an old man to the encamp* 
menty and laid upon his back, with an opossum-skin 
bag put over his face, and five fires are lighted around 
him, each being composed of three firesticks, placed 
together in a triangle. The mttoo toittoo (a myste* 
nous instrument, formed of an oval piece of wood, 
£Bwtened to a string of human hair) is then whirled 
round, with great rapidity, over the fires, producing 
a loud roaring sound, which they consider has the 
effect of keeping away the evil spirits. With a 
sharp flint, the old man cuts off the foreskin, and 
places it on the third finger of the boy's left hand, 
who then gets up, and with another native, selected 
fbr the purpose, goes away into the hills, to avoid 
the sight of women for some time. No women are 
allowed to be present at this rite. 

The emu and kangaroo are caught in very large 
nets, twenty yards long, and five feet high, which 
are here made of the roots of the marsh-mallow, 
baked and chewed, and then spun. Several natives 
will watch the emus as they go to drink at the 
lagoons, having heard the birds whistling, and set 
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their nets in readiness ; they (then driye the emu 
towards the nets, where other natives are lying i 
ambush ; the birds get frightened and entanglec 
the natives rush upon them^ and when in the ni 
seize hold of them and kill them with spears an 
wirris. They catch the wallaby with nets about fii 
teen yards long, and two feet high : parties go on 
-and set these nets across the paths which the animi] 
take when they come out of the bush to feed, an 
women are sent round to the farther end of di 
thicket, where they make a loud noise, and dm 
the wallaby into the nets. Before they go a-hnnt 
ing, they make a practice of smoking their nets 
imagining it will give them better sport. In th< 
narrow channels, connecting the back-water lagoon 
with the Murray, nets for ducks are hung suspended 
across from the trees : a native holding the Iowa 
fope on each bank ; a third native, with a triangulai 
piece of bark, imitates the whistling of the dock< 
hawk, and throws the bark into the air, when tbi 
ducks, under the impression that it is really ihei 
enemy, the hawk, fly rushing into the net. In thi 
way great multitudes are taken. Poles with net 
are also put up in the passages leading to the watei 
and when the bronze-wing and crested pigeons coni< 
at dusk to drink, the nets are let go as they fl; 
past, and sand is thrown at the birds to prevent the! 
escape, or to make them alter their course into thi 
net. 

Fish are caught by diving with a long woodei 
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spear, with which they are transfixed beneath the 
water : one man will dive near the roots of an old 
tree, where a cod (pankoo) is expected to lie, making 
noises to frighten out the fish, which, as it darts 
ont, is speared by a semi-circle of natives, standing 
all in readiness to strike it. 

, Daring night, several bark canoes will go ont 
upon the river, one keeping the middle of the stream^ 
and the others on either side. In the stern of each 
of. these frail boats is a round piece of bark, and on 
the bark, stuck upright in a coating of mud, are 
several pieces of kordkoOy the wood of a tree pro- 
ducing manna, which are lighted. A native stands 
with his back to the light, and as the fish rise he 
strikes them with the mugaroo^ or fishing spear, 
liarge nets are also used by the Moorundi tribes 
for the purpose of capturing fish. 
. Besides the produce of the chase, and the fish 
urith which the river abounds, these people eat tur* 
ties, carpet-snakes, the larvse from the ant-hills, and 
the eggs of the lipoa, or scrub pheasant: which makes 
a nest in the sand thirty feet in circumference. The 
roots of the bulrush, and of a triangular species of 
^ass or reed, called poolilla, and the fleshy leaves 
and firuit of the mesembryanthemum^ or Hottentot 
fig, are also articles of food. Higher up the river^ 
towards the Darling, a root called pou is mu6h 
eaten by them, and is prepared by being bruised on 
large flat pieces of sandstone. . . ^ 

. Their dances are rather different from those of the 
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south. The Rankpareidkee people, twenty wia 
beyond lake Bormey, have brought down a danee 
with them which is much practised by the Moonui£ 
natives. It is performed by a number of natim 
ranged in a line, haying their bodies gaily decorated 
with stripes of red ochre ; the women beat time in t 
g^up together, and the dancers, who are all men, 
commence dancing and singing, with their armi 
extended, shaking their fingers in a peculiar manner, 
and beating violently on the ground with their left 
feet. 

The canoe dance of the Rufus is one of the moit 
graceful of these savage amusements ; both 
and women join in this dance, and are painted 
white and red ochre. The performers are ranged 
in a double row, each one with a stick placed be- 
hind their arms, and move their legs alternately to 
the time of the song, according as it is fast or sbw. 
Suddenly and simultaneously they all remove the 
sticks from behind their arms, and hold them up in 
front, and then commence swaying their bodies al- 
temately from side to side, in the most elegant 
manner, imitating in all their movements the pad- 
dling of their bark canoes. 

The Kuri dance is practised by the scrub nativies 
to the northwards, and is thus described by a friend 
who has frequently witnessed its performance :— > 

" Of the many corrobberies played in the vicinity 
of Adelaide, when the annual meeting of the 
diflTerent tribes takes place, not one, in point of 
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uniqaeness and dramatic effect, equals the Kuri 
dance. 

" But here, as with everything else connected with 
the aborigines^ there seems to be a great deficiency 
of order and system; for the play of the Kuri with 
all its movements can be lengthened, shortened, or 
diversified according to the caprice of the players 
themselves; so that no general rules can be given, 
^ther respecting its duration or its movements: out 
of four or five times that the Kuri was performed, 
each differed firom the other in many respects; 
therefore the description of one must suffice as an 
example for the whole. 

** But first, the dramatis personce must be intro- 
duced and particularly described. — The performers 
were divided into five distinct classes; the greater 
body comprising about twenty-five young men, 
including five or six boys, painted and decorated 
as follows: — In nudity, except the yoodna^ which 
is made, expressly for the occasion, with bunches of 
gum leaves tied round the legs just above the knee, 
which, as they stamped about, made a loud switching 
noise. In their hands they held a hatta or wirrty 
and some a few gum leaves. The former were held 
at arm*s length, and struck alternately with their 
legs as they stamped. They were painted from 
each shoulder down to the hips, with five or six 
white stripes, rising from the breast; their faces 
also with white perpendicular lines, making the 
most hideous appearance: these were the dancers. 
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Next came two groups of women, about five or six 
in number, standing on the right and left of the 
dancers, merely taking the part of supernumeraries; 
they were not painted, but had leaves in their handa^ 
which they shook, and kept beating time with their 
feet during the whole performance, but never moved 
from the spot where they stood. Next followed two 
remarkable characters, painted and decorated like 
the dancers, but with the addition of the pafyer" 
tatta : a singular ornament made of two pieces of 
gtick put cross-wise, and bound together by the 
mangna^ in a spreading manner; haying at the 
extremities, feathers opened, so as to set it off to 
the best advantage. One had Hie pah/ertaUa stoek 
sideways upon his head, while the other, in the most 
wizard-like manner, kept waving it to and fro before 
him, corresponding with the action of his head and 
legs. Then followed a performer, distinguished bj 
a long spear, from the top of which a bunch of 
feathers hung suspended, and all down the spear the 
maligna was wound; he held the koonteroo (spear and 
feathers) with both hands behind his back, but occa- 
sionally altered the position, and waved it to the 
right and left over the dancers. And last came the 
singers — two elderly men in their usual habiliments; 
their musical instruments were the katta and urirrii 
on which they managed to beat a double note; theif 
Bong was one unvaried, gabbling tone. 

" The night was mild — the new moon shone with a 
faint light, casting a depth of shade over the earth, 
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which gave a sombre appearance to the surrounding 
scene, that highly conduced to enhance the effect of 
the approaching play. In the distance, a black 
mass could be discerned under the gum trees, 
whence occasionally a shout and a burst of flame 
arose. These were the performers dressing for the 
dance, and no one approached them while thus 
occupied. 

" Two men, closely wrapped in their opossum-skins, 
noiselessly approached one of the wurlies, where the 
kuri was to be performed, and commenced clearing 
a space for the singers ; this done, they went back 
to the singers, but soon after returned, sat down, 
-and began a peculiar, harsh, and monotonous tune ; 
keeping time with a hatta and a trzm, by rattling 
them together. All the natives of the different 
wurlies flocked round the singers, and sat down in 
the form of a horse-shoe, two or three rows deep^ 
JBy this time the dancers had moved in a compact 
body to within a short distance of the spectators; 
after standing for a few minutes in perfect silence, 
they answered the singers by a singular deep shout) 
simultaneously : twice this was done, and then the 
man with the kaonteroo stepped out, his body leaning 
forward, and commenced with a regular stamp ; the 
two men with the palyertattas followed, stamping 
with great regularity, the rest joining in: the re«> 
gular and alternate stamp, the waving of the paU 
jfertatta to and fro, with the loud switching noise of 
the gum leaves, formed a scene highly characteristic 
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of the Australian natives. In this style they a{ 
proached the singers, the spectators every now aa 
then shouting forth their applause. For some tin 
they kept stamping in a body before the singen 
which had an admirable effect, and did great crecE 
to their dancing attainments ; then one by one the 
turned round and danced their way back to tk 
place they first started from, and sat down« Th 
palyertatta and koonteroo men were the last wli( 
left; and as these three singular beings stampei 
their way to the other dancers, they made a rei] 
odd appearance. The singing continued for i 
short time, and then pipes were lighted ; shouts o 
applause ensued, and boisterous conversation fid 
lowed. After resting about ten minutes, the singer 
commenced again; and soon after the dancers hud 
died together and responded to the call by th 
peculiar shout already mentioned, and then po 
formed the same part over again: with tU 
variation, that the palyertatta men brought up th 
rear, instead of leading the way. Four separai 
times these parts of the play were performed wit 
the usual effect ; others followed the concluding on 
as follows: after tramping up to the singers, tb 
man with the koonteroo commenced a part whie 
Cialled forth unbounded applause; with his head as 
body inclined on one side, his spear and feathei 
behind his back, standing on the left leg he bei 
time with the right foot, twitching his body am 
eye, and stamping with the greatest precision ; Ii 



THB KURI DANCE. 107 

remained a few minutes in this position, and then 
suddenly turned round, stood on his right leg, and 
did the same over with his left foot. In the mean* 
while, the two men with the mystic pdlyertattay kept 
waving their instruments to and fro, corresponding 
with the motion of their heads and legs, and the 
silent trampers performed their part equally welL 
The koofUeroo man now suddenly stopped, and plant- 
ing his spear in the ground, stood in a stooping 
position behind it; two dancers stepped up, went 
through the same maaoeuvre as the preceding party 
with wonderful regularity, and then gave a final 
stamp, turned round and grasped the spear in a 
stooping position, and so on with all the rest until 
erery dancer was brought to the spear, so forming a 
circular body. The palyertatta men now performed 
the same -movement on each side of this body, 
accompanied with the perpetual motion of head, 
leg, and arm, and then went round and round, and 
finally gave the arrival stamp — ^thrust in their arm 
and grasped the spear ; at the same time all sank 
on their knees and began to move away in a mass 
from the singers, with a sort of grunting noise, 
while their bodies heaved and tossed to and fro; 
when they had got about ten or twelve yards they 
ceased, and, giving one long semi-grunt or groan 
(after the manner of the red kangaroo, as they say), 
dispersed* During the whole performance, the 
nnging went on in one continued strain, and, after 
the last act of the performers, the rattling accom- 
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paniment of the singing ceased , the strain diec 
gradually away, and shouts and acclamations ren 
the air." 

The Parnkalla and Nauo tribes inhabit the conn 
try around Port Lincoln and to the westward o 
Spencer's Gulf, beyond CoflSn's Bay. During mj 
visit to these people, I obtained some interesting 
and curious particulars connected with their cus- 
toms and modes of life; especially through my fnend 
Mr. Schurrmann, a Lutheran missionary, who luu 
for some time past been endeavouring, but in vain, 
to instruct these wild and savage tribes : they appear 
less tractable than those on the Adelaide side of the 
gulfs. 

They believe in the immateriality of the sod; 
yet the residence of the shades of the departed 
Nauos is said to be upon the islands in Spencer^s 
Gulf; whilst the ghosts of the Parnkallas are sup- 
posed to take their departure to the islands of the 
westward, towards the Great Australian Bight. 
They have an idea, universally prevalent amongst 
them, that after death they change to white men; 
and there are several Europeans at the settlement 
at Boston Bay, whom they believe to contain the 
spirits of some of their deceased relatives, and actu- 
ally call them by the names of the deceased. 

Of the general origin of things they have no defi- 
nite idea ; and many of the wonders of creation and 
remarkable natural objects are accounted for by 
them in a way that exhibits their gross ignorance 
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and grovelling ideas. For instance, three stars in 
one of the constellations are said to have been for- 
merly on the earth : one is the man, another his 
wife, and the smaller one their dog ; and their 
employment is that of hunting opossums through 
the sky. 

In the vicinity of Coffin's Bay, there are hills of 
white sand 100 feet in height, extending a long way 
inland. The natives have a tradition that a raging 
fire broke out along the west coast, and in order to 
quench it two of their ancestors raised these sand- 
hills, which effectually buried the flames beneath 
them. 

They affirm that the Nauo tribe was once entirely 
cut off by a great and powerful warrior, styled 
" Willoo" (eagle-hawk). This formidable individual 
attempted to possess himself of all the women, and 
destroyed every man except two, who escaped by 
climbing into thick trees. Their names were, " Kar- 
kantya" and " Poona" (two smaller species of hawk)* 
Willoo climbed after them, but they broke off the 
branch upon which he sat, and he fell to the ground ; 
that instant a dog deprived him of his virility, when 
he immediately died, and was transformed into an 
eagle-hawk. A small lizard is supposed to be the 
originator of the sexes. The men distinguish it 
by the name of ibirri^ the women call it waka : the 
men destroy the male lizards, and the women the 
females. 

Should an individual happen to die without any 
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apparent cause, they imagine that a great bird (mar* 
ralya) — which is, in fact, a man of a hostile tribe 
who assumes that shape — pounces upon the sick 
person, squeezes together his ribs and causes Um 
gradually to expire. A short time since a Pamkallft 
woman was bitten by a snake, but as no blood bad 
issued from the wound it was not considered mortal; 
nevertheless, the woman died in a few hours. Her 
husband maintained that her death was not caused 
by the bite of the snake, but by the influence of aft 
enemy of his who had assumed the form of the Inrd 
marrdLya ; and, thirsting for revenge, he sought out 
his enemy and speared him : this caused a despe- 
rate war between the two tribes. These people also 
believe in apparitions, which are termed purhabidm; 
and at night when they go to fetch water they 
always provide themselves with a spear, in case of 
meeting a spectre* 

They have various ways of attempting to cure 
disease. The most usual is that of pressing the 
wounded or diseased part with the hands, and re- 
peating certain incantations over it. To cure fever 
they take water in the mouth and with it sprinkle 
the patient all over ; and in cases of diarrhoea, the 
leaves of the juniper tree are heated upon the fire 
and used as a fomentation. For the headache and 
some other disorders, they bleed the patient under-* 
neath the arm, below the elbow, using for the lanoet 
a piece of sharp quartz. They are extremely careful 
that no blood is wasted, and they sprinkle it over 
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each other, under the impression that it makes young 
men grow, and adds to their strength. Women are 
not allowed to be bled, nor to have any portion of 
Uood sprinkled upon their bodies. The doctors or 
sorcerers (miniapa) pretend to perform cures by 
sucking the stomach or other parts affected; and 
are supposed to draw out the disease in the shape 
of a hard substance. 

The dead of the Parnkallas and Nauos are buried, 
in a bent posture, in a circular pit about five feet 
deep : sticks are placed horizontally across the top, 
leayes and grass are then strewn oyer them; and 
finally, a mound of earth, like an ant-hill, is raised 
aboye the graye. 

Their weapons are the throwiag-stick (jnidlah)^ 
which is made of the she-oak wood, larger and more 
clumsily shaped than that of the Adelaide tribes, and 
haying no knob of grass-tree-gum at the extremity ; 
the spear, usually with a single barb ; the wadna^ for 
striking fish; and the toirri. They carry in their 
wallets surplus barbs, which they attach to the 
spears by means of kangaroo sinews bound round 
them. These barbs are formed of very hard wood, 
scraped to a sharp point with pieces of quartz. 
With these spears they strike fish with extraordi- 
2iary dexterity ; and sometimes the fish may be seen 
swimming about with the barbs sticking in their 
liacks, making it appear as though the spears were 
dancing upon the water. 

It is a singular fact that these western tribes have 
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no means of kindling fire. They say that it forme 
came down from the north ; and the women, li 
the vestal virgins, always preserve it carefully, can 
ing it about with them in fire-sticks or betwe 
pieces of bark. Should the fire happen to go 
they procure it from a neighbouring encampment 

The roots of the grass-tree in the scrab are mn 
eaten ; and burning the grass for game during sai 
mer is practised. From January to April, tbi 
principal vegetable food is the fruit of the mesendn 
anthemum. Snakes, lizards, and the grubs from tl 
ant-hills are also eaten ; these latter they winnc 
from the rubbish of the cells in pieces of bark abo 
three feet long, called uta^ and devour them in larj 
quids wrapped up in dry grass. 

For hunting kangaroo-rats in the low scrub, ew 
man is provided with a spear, having a bunch 
feathers at the top. When one of the party su 
prises a rat, he immediately sticks his spear into tl 
ground, at which signal the others all rush up ai 
surround it. 

They hunt fish in shoal water, by going in coi 
panics with bushes in their hands, and contrivii 
to get outside the fish, which they drive on to tl 
beach by throwing them up with the bushes, j 
the mouths of creeks, weirs of brushwood are coi 
structed to catch the fish lefl by the receding tid 
They frequently go fishing during the night, eai 
man carrying a torch, which is replenished by 
bunch of inflammable wood slung across his shoo 
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A ders ; the light attracts the fish, which, as they rise, 
«c are struck with tlie wadna or the spear. Sea-fowi 
If are killed at night with sticks, which they throw at 
i' them whilst the birds are asleep. 
: * Infanticide is commonly practised immediately 
' after birth ; girls being the most frequent victims 
'to this horrible custom. 

Families of children have numerical names be- 
stowed upon them : The first, if a male, is called 
jPm, if a female, Kartanya ; the second, if male, 
Wariy if female, Waruyau; the third male, Kuni^ 
female, Kunta; fourth male, Mum, female, Munaka; 
fifth male, Marri, female, Maruko; sixth male, Yarriy 
female, Yarrunta; seventh male, Milli, female, MeU 
Itdta. 

Before the young men can be admitted into the 
privileges and distinctions of manhood, they are 
compelled to undergo three distinct stages or cere- 
monies of initiation. At the age of twelve or fif- 
teen, Ihe boys are removed to a place apart from 
the women, whom they are not permitted to see^ 
and then blindfolded. The men who accompany 
them set up a loud shout of herri, herri, herri I swing- 
ing round the witama, a mysterious instrument used 
in incantations; and then proceed to blacken the 
boys* faces, enjoining them to whisper. For several 
months the boys remain in this first stage, with black- 
ened faces, and continuing to whisper, until released; 
when they are again permitted to speak aloud. The 
place where the whisperers (now called Warrara) 
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have been thus initiated, is carefully avoided by ti 
women and children. 

The second ceremony takes place two or thn 
years afterwards, when the lads become JWAiqM 
Their hair is tied up in a net upon the top of thei 
heads, and not allowed to be cut. While in tin 
state they do not whisper. The glans penis is d 
open underneath, from the extremity to the scroton 
and circumcision is also performed. They then wei 
a bell-shaped covering, like a fringe, made of opoi 
8um-fur, spun, and called malbirrinye, which is eoi 
tinned to the third stage. At the conclusion of tk 
second period, the Partnapas are permitted to tak 
a wife. 

In the third and last ceremony the young me 
are styled Wilyalkanye^ when the most importan 
rites take place. Each individual has a spontf 
chosen for him, who is laid on his back upon ai 
other man's lap, and surrounded by the operatoi 
who enjoin him to discharge his duties aright. Th 
young men are then led away from the camp, an 
blindfolded ; the women lamenting and crying, an 
pretending to object to their removal. They ai 
taken to a retired spot, laid upon their stomaeh 
and entirely covered over with kangaroo-skins ; it 
men uttering the most dismal wail imaginable, i 
intervals of from three to five minutes. After lyin 
thus for some time, the lads are raised, and, whili 
still blindfolded, two men throw green boughs \ 
them, while the others stand in a semicircle aroun( 
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inaking a noise with their wirris and voices com- 
bined, which is SO horrible that the wild-dogs swell 
Hie hideous chorus with their howlings. Suddenly 
one of the party drops a bough, others follow ; and 
« platform of boughs is made, on which the lads are 
laid out. The sponsora then turn to and sharpen 
their pieces of quartz, choosing a new name for 
4ea€li lad, which is retained by him during life* 
Tliese names all end either in aUa^ Uti, or tdta. Pre- 
wioos to this they have borne the names of their 
birth-places ; which is always the case amongst the 
^omen, who never change them afterwards. The 
iqponsorB now open the veins of their own arms, 
and raising the lads, open their mouths, and make 
tiiem swallow the first quantity of blood. The lads 
«re then placed on their hands and knees, and the 
Uood caused to run over their backs, so as to form 
one coagulated mass ; and when this is sufficiently 
cohesive, one man marks the places for the tattoo- 
ing, by removing the blood with his thumb-naiL 
The sponsor now commences with his quartz, form- 
ing a deep incision in the nape of the neck, and 
then cutting broad gashes from the shoulder to the 
hip down each side, about an inch apart. These 
gashes are pulled open by the fingers as far as pos- 
sible ; the men all the while repeating very rapidly, 
in a low voice, the following incantation : — 

« Kanya, marra, marra, 
Kano, marra, marra, 
Pilbini, marra, marra." 
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When the cutting is over, two men take the toi- 
tarnas^ and swing them rapidly romid their headi; 
advancing all the time towards the yoang men* The 
whole body of operators now draw round then, 
singing and beating their wirris ; and, as they reach 
the lads, each man puts the string of the tmiaru 
over the neck of every lad in succession. A bondi 
of green leaves is tied round the waist, above which 
is a girdle of human hair ; a tight string is fastened 
round each arm, just above the elbow, with anotlier 
about the neck, which descends down the back tad 
is fixed to the girdle of hair ; and their fieu^es and 
the upper part of their bodies, as far as the waisl^ 
are blackened with charcoal. The ceremony coih 
eludes by the men all clustering round the initiated 
ones, enjoining them again to whisper for some 
months, and bestowing upon them their advice ai 
regards hunting, fighting, and contempt of pain. 

All these ceremonies are carefully kept from the 
sight of the women and children ; who, when thej 
hear the sound of the witama^ hide their heads, and 
exhibit every outward sign of terror. 



CHAPTER IV. 

jKOTES OF AN EXPLORING JOURNEY ALONG THE SOUTH- 
BAST COAST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, IN COMPANY 
WITH HIS EXCELLENCY, CAPTAIN GREY. 

The Cooron^ — Lacepedc Bay — ^The Desert — Rivoli Bay — The New 
Cmmtry — Mount Shanck and Mount Gambier, iieith their Volcanic 
Lakes. 

AprU lOrt, 1844.~His Excellency's party eon- 
aisted of Mr. Burr, the deputy surveyor-general, 
Mr. Bonney, the overland traveller, Mr. Gisborne, 
and myself; five of the mounted police force, two 
men belonging to the detachment of sappers and 
mmera, with servants and bullock-drivers, made us 
about eighteen in number. A couple of drays and 
a light two-horse cart conveyed provisions for two 
months, with tents, bedding, instruments, and other 
articles necessary for a journey through the wilds. 
The drays proceeded in advance of us to the Bremer, 
where our place of rendezvous was appointed, and 
whence we were to start together for the Murray. 
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The 10th of April was a sultry day; the rang 
to the eastward of Adelaide were to be crossed ; ai 
it was not till late in the afternoon that we moanti 
our horses, at Mr. Burr's residence at Greenb 
Creek, and proceeded on our way up those stei 
and romantic hills that I have described in a form 
chapter. Burr, Bonney, Gisborne, and myself, i 
in " bush" costume, with tether-ropes and pannild 
slung to our saddles, jogged on through the win 
ing paths and beneath the rich shadows of ti 
stringy-bark forests^ till long aft;er the last rays 
the setting sun had flashed up from beyond ti 
blue waters of the gulf, that lay bathed in red ai 
purple glory to the westward. From these mooi 
tains, it is a sight inconceivably grand to watch d 
day and the sunshine ebbing away over that gd 
The cicada had ceased to chirp, and the merry vwo 
and ringing laughter of my agreeable companki 
broke the intense stillness of the forests at eventid 
We reached one of those peaceful and sedodi 
glens, where a clearing amongst the trees bespol 
the hand of industry to have been at work, just 
the last declining rays of the sun were strugglii 
with the twilight of the forest. Several wood 
cottages were scattered about ; the splitters had I 
their work, and were eating their supper npon t 
fallen logs; a crystal stream of very sweet wal 
murmured along the valley, shut out from the sig 
by tea-tree and mimosa bushes ; and the aromai 
fragrance of the cool evening breeze was peculiai 
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refireshing, after the heat of the plains at mid-day* 
fet in this tranquil spot there were signs reminding 
HB of mortality and decay: death, with his swift and 
rilent steps, had visited this Australian valley ; and 
two picturesque graves, railed in with a wooden 
lence, occupying nearly the centre of the open 
ipace, remained to remind the traveller that no 
seclusion, however remote, can escape this visi- 
tatioiu 

The night was dark, sudden gusts of wind amongst 
the stringy-bark trees raised whirlwinds of leaves 
and dust, and the crash of fallen boughs re-echoed 
through the woods. On our reaching Mount Barker, 
we found the settlers busy beating out a fire that 
was running furiously along the dry stubble of a 
corn-field, and had threatened to extend to the 
fences and buildings of a neighbouring farm. The 
effect of the fires glaring through the trees in the 
distance, and the dark figures seen in strong relief 
against the vivid light, beating down the fiames 
with boughs, produced a strange wild scene, viewed 
in conjunction with the storm and the darkness of 
. the night. 

That genuine hospitality, so characteristic of the 
^ bush" of South Australia, was not wanting amongst 
the settlers at Mount Barker. We passed the night 
^ with our respective friends, who gave us good cheer 
^ and a hearty welcome, and in the morning we all 
p met at M'Farlane's station. The Mount Barker 
^ district is rich and beautiful, the soil very fine, and 
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the climate cool, and adapted for all kinds of En 
lish fruits ; many of which do not thrive in perfi 
tion on the plains, on account of the lieat T 
apples of Mount Barker are equal to any in Earo] 

The site for the new township is selected on a fi 
undulating open spot, near the banks of the Brenu 
scattered here and there with blackwood trees, ii 
possessing a rich dark soiL Mount Sarker itself 
an imposing feature in the landscape : its sumv 
rises 1G81 feet above the plains, and is broken in 
two abrupt conical peaks. Undulating hills, thii 
wooded, extend northwards towards Mount Cni 
ford and the Barossa ranges ; while to the eastwa 
the level line of the scrub, showing an horizon 13 
the sea — Lake Alexandrina and the dimly disti 
hills just visible towards the interior, with here u 
there a column of smoke, denoting the coune 
the Murray through the scrub — presents a remar 
able and extensive prospect, sublime in its vast e 
pause, when viewed from this elevated position. 

We fell in with the bullock-drays close to Hi 
riott's sheep-station, on the Bremer, where we c 
camped for the night. It was a bleak-looking plai 
all the grass had been eaten up by the sheep. Tlu 
were two large pools of water, and on the maq 
of one of them stood a shepherd's hut. The nni 
pectcd arrival of so numerous a party had qa 
taken this miserable hut by storm ; and althoa 
half the roof was oif, and one of the two apa 
ments had no covering but the heavens, it n< 
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formed a very acceptable shelter for a motley group 
of policemen, bullock-drivers, shepherds, bushmen, 
and others, who were gathered round the log-fire, 
b^uiling the hours of night with " bush" talk and 
tales. Though half the roof was wanting, the party 
looked extremely snug by the blazing and cheerful 
fire-light. Acrpss the hut there stretched a beam, 
or rather the trunk of a she-oak tree ; and a sheep, 
just skinned and slung across it, formed a depending 
eentre-piece. Bags, sacks, and bundles, resorted to 
by those who desired repose, were huddled together 
in a comer ; a tin lamp, fed with mutton-fat, stood 
jnpon a block that served as a table; and a few 
chests formed enviable seats round the fire. In the 
thatch of reeds overhead, there were a variety o£ 
characteristic trophies ; such as black cockatoos* 
leathers, wild-dogs' brushes, emu eggs and plumes, 
with here and there a native spear or a throwing- 
stick. The fleas were extremely active, as the re- 
inhabitation of the hut had only been effected a 
week previous to the arrival of our party. A 
g^psy-crock was boiling over the fire, containing 
aalt meat ; a large " damper""^ was just in the act 
of being removed from the ashes ; and tin panni- 
jkins circulated freely, filled with the harmless beve- 
rage of " tea-kettle tea." One man was " gone to 
hed" upon the sacks, and the others were grouped 
in every possible attitude around the fire. The fol- 

* '* Damper^ is a colonial term for a large flat cake or loaf, made 
ot floor and water, withoat yeast, and baked in the hot embers. 
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lowing is a snatch of their conversation as I ente 
the hut : — 

Old Bullock-Driver. — ^Was it a bluensidcd boUa 
with white belly and a'top, and very cock boms, 
her horns cock right up like that ? 

Other Bullock-Driver. — No; her'sa bine-sided oi 
and poley, — a regular beauty ; she'd weigh a the 
sand weight every pound of her. 

Then followed more talk about drays and splitte 
and some marvellously strange tales of shooti 
bushrangers, and making them spin round wi 
bullets in their heads. It was not till a late ho 
that all the occupants of the shepherd's hat h 
wrapped themselves in their blankets, or oposBU 
skin rugs, to mingle the tales of the log-fire vi 
the dreams of the night 

The next evening we reached the low flat shoi 
of Lake Alexandrina, after travelling over the si 
oak country beyond the Bremer, and encamp 
near Mr. Todd's sheep-station. It was a loYi 
afternoon ; the lake appeared intensely blae benefl 
a cloudless sky, the reeds had assumed the yell^ 
garb of autumn, and thousands of birds — ^pelica 
black swans, and ducks — were scattered over t 
smooth bosom of the water. Here we found seve 
natives, and, what is unusual, a cripple : a man w 
withered legs, walking on all-fours, propelling hi 
self along the ground by means of his arms, so 
to resemble a beast at some distance. 

A case had recently occurred in which some 
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the Tattayarra tribes had come down to the lake 
Euad taken away several black children for the pur- 
pose of devouring them. It is not uncommon for 
(be natives of this district to take out the fat from 
tiie kidneys of an individual of another tribe whilst 
he is living, should he happen to come amongst 
them ! If they can catch him asleep, they generally 
aTail themselves of the opportunity, and turning him 
cyrer, cut out his fat ; and the unfortunate victim 
lingers from two to eight days after this inhuman 
treatment. The fat thus procured they regard as 
a charm : they say it has the power of preserving 
them from spirits ; and when their bodies are 
anointed with it they imagine they can fight more 
oonrageously. 

The smallpox entirely depopulated this district, 
before the whites came to settle on the shores of 
South Australia. The natives tell us that a long 
time ago it came down the Murray, spreading its 
mrages from tribe to tribe : whole tribes were cut 
off by its destructive effects. Since that period, 
however, no contagious diseases have been known 
to exist within the province. 

After dark a little animal was in motion about 
our tents, somewhat resembling a rabbit, with large 
•harp ears ; snares were set in hopes of taking it, 
hut unfortunately they did not prove successful. 

April l^th. — Last night all the horses had been 
tethered among the reeds, but at sunrise Mr. Burr 
and myself found, to our dismay, that our horses had 
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vanished. We prepared to go after them on fool 
Mount Barker, thinking they had probably tal 
that direction ; and with their tether ropes draggi 
after them, if they crossed the scrub, the chance i 
that they would he hung amongst the bushes. ^ 
had already succeeded in getting upon their tr» 
when the good news arrived that they had h 
caught hy Rowe (who was out after the bullocl 
at a distance of four miles from the camp, trotti 
away in the direction of Strathalbyn. Our line 
march was straight for Mason*s hut, on the Marr 
where the police were ordered to join the party, i 
an additional supply of flour to be placed in I 
drays. We passed over a flat country with {M 
soil, covered in many places with salsolaceous pin 
and everlastings ; dry salt-lagoons, surrounded w 
the salt water tea-tree, adding to the dreariness 
the scene : the only signs of life were the black i 
catchers snapping at the insects that buzzed ah 
the tea-tiee blossoms, with here and there a swai 
parrot suddenly rising from the grass, uttering 
short and rapid note of alarm. 

Beneath a she- oak tree, human bones lay scatte 
about, whitening in the sun and wind, and the 1 
sepulchral croaking of a raven causing us to h 
up into the branches, we saw a dead body rest 
on a rude platform of boughs. It was an exce 
ingly desolate place : no one was there, and we 1 
not seen a native during the day ; a storm was c( 
ing on across the lake — the wind murmured o 
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the reedsy and its melancholy sighing through the 
"branches of the she-oak tree caused an unceasing 
and almost fearful sound, that one might imagine to 
"be the distant wail of spirits. 

On our arrival at the Murray, we found a busy 
8<^ne at Mason's hut : the drays were already there, 
and the place was full of people. We made an 
excellent supper off curried bream, that had been 
laken in the river during the day ; but owing to the 
high wind, the dust from the dry reeds of the roof 
came down upon our mess like pepper. Large naked 
blacks crowded round the door of the hut ; some 
of them were tall muscular figures, and one man, 
called Moriamalde (wombat), displayed a remarkably 
fine intelligent head, that would have puzzled phre- 
nologists, had it been sent them as a type of the 
tfkulls of the New Holland savages. 

We pitched one of the tents on an open grassy 
patch on the margin of the river, and all the men 
slept in Mason's hut or beneath the drays. The 
liight was still ; the wind, as usual, falling after the 
sun went down. Our arrival had attracted a num- 
ber of natives, who lingered until it was quite dark, 
in hopes of obtaining more food; and it was a 
curious sight to see the women depart over the hills 
to their encampments, whirling fire-sticks about to 
keep off the evil spirits. 

April I4th, — Heavy rain fell before sunrise ; it 
was a cold damp morning, and the waters of the 
Murray rose so rapidly that we were compelled to 
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beat our retreat from the tent in a state of nndre 
Gisborne's bridle and sundry other articles dia 
pearing in the flood. On regaining the highgroi 
we were surrounded by a group of cold shireri 
natives, all earnestly imploring us to give them flo 
as the disturbed state of the water preyented tb 
obtaining any fish. The rain continued to pa 
and we had a miserable breakfast of heavy dam] 
and salt beef. In this drenched state we pusli 
forwards to the crossing place at Wirrum, enooi 
tering repeated hailstorms and a severe gale of wii 
from W.N.W. When we arrived there, we fboi 
the whole of the low ground on the banks floode 
and owing to the wind the boat which had be 
despatched from Wellington, manned by natin 
was not yet arrived. We found Mason sitting doi 
contentedly over his little fire, beneath the shelter 
some juniper-bushes, in so philosophical a state, tb 
it was not long before all the surrounding junijN 
bushes had philosophers and little fires benea 
their lee. The wind now freshened to a strong gi 
from the south-west. An old rafl, though in a ve 
ruinous condition, was considered the best means I 
crossing the drays, so their wheels being taken < 
and their contents deposited upon the raft, we to< 
off our shoes and stockings, and waded, with loi 
sticks in our hands, like pilgrims, through the mi 
and water, until we reached the raft. The blac 
were very useful in helping us to cross ; these nak 
fellows running along through the flood with bund! 
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on their heads, and swimming like fishes round the 
raft. It was a droll sight to observe some of our party 
now and then slipping on the mud, or sinking up to 
iJieir middles in a deep hole, yet still holding up their 
bedding, which was anything but dry. It was so 
rongh in the centre of the stream, that the raft was 
nearly swamped by the breakers, and many of the 
packages were saturated with water: the waves 
tossing like the sea, and the hail pelting down with 
extreme violence. 

It not being safe for the horses and bullocks to 
awim the river during the gale, they were all left on 
the other side until the next day ; when we expected 
the weather to moderate. There was a hut close to 
the landing-place, but it was already filled to over- 
flowing by an overland party just arrived, con- 
sistmg of six men, two women, and two children,. 
who had been ten weeks from Port Philip and were 
emigrating to Adelaide. They had horses and a 
conple of covered carts, which formed houses and 
beds at night for the women and children. Our 
tent was erected near the water beneath the shelter 
of the bank, bat the wind got into it, and we could 
not keep it closed ; several times, indeed, we expected 
it to go up like a balloon, and we had a hard matter 
to retain the tent about us, as there were some awful 
squalls. Mr. Burr had sewn his blankets and opos- 
sum-rag together like a bag, into which comfortable 
case he contrived to introduce himself, and was snug 
for the night. 
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The waters of the Murray still continued torn 
very fast, and about midnight they reached that ode 
of the tent on which I lay. Betreat became inefi- 
table, and, carrying my blankets with me, I aonf^ 
refuge at the hut, about one hundred yards distant 
Before I had proceeded halfway, the dogs belongm; 
to the overlanders beset me in a furions body; bat 
after knocking for some time at various parts of tk 
hut in vain search for the door, I gained admittanee 
at last. By the light of a blazing fire of pine wood, 
I could just discern the walls through a strong piiiAf 
smoke ; they appeared to be lined with hammocki 
and drowsy people, and the floor was covered wiA 
a row of policemen half asleep, with red nigfatcqif 
on. Although bits of clay came pelting dovm with 
the rain through the orifices of the roof, and tbe 
heat of the fire encouraged a numerous army of 
fleas, this retreat was preferable to the uncertain 
state of things in the cold and flooded tent. 

April 15tk. — The morning was more moderate. 
The refuse of the flood had left a ridge of sticks and 
dead reeds, like a high-water mark, exactlj twenty 
inches from the toes of my amphibious friend in the 
opossum-skin bag, and the two women, virho had 
slept in their covered cart, narrowly escaped being 
blown into the reeds. 

To-day we commenced swimming the horses 
across the Murray, though the landing-places were 
still flooded, and the wind was blowing fresh, with 
squalls of rain. They had all crossed in safety, ex* 
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<^pting mine and another, when I suddenly noticed 
that my horse had become entangled in some way 
at about a dozen yards from the shore : his hind 
right foot was firmly wedged in a deep groove in 
tlie limestone rock below the water, where it had 
dipped down, and the hoof twisting round, it was 
impossible for the animal to extricate itself. The 
cfepth of the water was about five feet, and it sud- 
denly increased to twenty or thirty just beyond the 
rdcks. There was not a crowbar within thirty miles, 
and a number of natives, after trying every possible 
means for releasing the poor creature, with ham- 
mers, stones, and the handle of a frying-pan, 
attempted to heave him up by main force with a log 
imdemeath his belly ; and one of the policemen and 
myself went into the water up to our necks, and 
remained at work with hammers, until we were- 
cramped with the extreme cold. The natives ran 
back to their fires, saying, " no care if big sheepy 
die :" their love of self-comfort being far stronger- 
than their pity for the situation of the suffering 
animal. At last, after five hours of unsuccessful 
attempts, Jimmy, a black boy who had accompanied 
the Governor from Rapid Bay on a former journey, 
asked for the hammer and jumped into the water, 
saying, " I get him out." The rest laughed at him ; 
but surely enough Jimmy had not been working 
away underwater for more than five minutes, before, 
to our surprise, we beheld the horse swim away out 
towards the stream, and Jimmy swimming after him, 
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shouting with triumph. Unfortonately the poor 
horse had broken his leg, and the lower joint was a 
crushed, that although every care was taken of i( 
and my blankets were turned into horse cloths ftr 
the occasion, mortification ensued, and the poor 
beast died three days afterwards : whilst yet alini 
the ravens picked out its eyes, and the body was ai 
sooner buried in the sand than the wild dogs torei 
up and left nothing but the skeleton. I vaA 
regretted losing so fine and valuable an aninill 
especially at the commencement of oar joum^i 
however, I purchased another horse from the OOT 
landers, which proved equally serviceable. 

April I6th. — We started for the Coorong. Tke 
Murray lily and the calostemma were in full bloaaon: 
the latter flower in some places completely studding 
the plains with its bunches of small purple bdk 
We camped near the junction of the Murray iriA 
the lake, amongst a number of the Lower Morraj 
blacks, who brought us mullet and crayfish. Some 
of the girls had their cheeks painted bright red wi& 
karkoo^ and one skinny little fellow, having an air of 
extreme gentility, wore a bunch of the head bones 
of a mucilaginous fish in his hair as an ornament. 

April 17th. — We had an awM night. The rain 
poured down in torrents, and our tent was blown 
about our heads, so we were compelled to get oar 
breakfast in the best manner we were able. Borr 
gave one old native man a lump of fat, which he spat 
out at us ; and after this we could eat nothing more. 
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The girls paid vlb a visit, asking for ^' piccaninny 
damper/' but they had lost their red cheeks owing 
to the rain. 

On the 18th we reached Bonney's water-holes, 
near Lake Albert. Three overlanders had just 
arriyed from Sydney, after a four months' journey. 
They had brought with them about fifty horses 
from the other side, and had taken a new route, by 
the way of Mount Arapiles, in order to find better 
pasture and a more abundant supply of water. For 
some time they had well nigh perished from hunger, 
and were glad to eat wild-dog, or any other carrion 
they could obtain. As they rode past our tent, their 
appearance was truly comical ; especially the gro- 
tesque look of one " en militaire," with a long rusty 
sword at his side, and a Spanish cloak carelessly 
flung round his shoulders, a beard of four months' 
g^wth, and his ten toes looking out of a pair of 
patched articles that once were boots. The " faded 
red" of the cloak, and the formidable grizzly beards 

and savage aspect of our friends amused us ; but 

• 

when we went across to the spot where they had 
made their fires for the night, our attention was 
further arrested by the remainder of their party, 
who had manufactured divers strange and uncouth 
garments of the skins of the animals they had 
killed : they appeared like so many Crusoes, in their 
bivouac amongst the bushes. 

This evening we had music ; but it was the roar- 
ing of the sea against the sand-hills of the Coorong, 
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k and the tinkling bells of the sheep belonging to \ 

Company's station. 

From Bonney's water-holes a number of she 
were driven forward with the drays, to afibrd 
supply of mutton for the party; and at night th 
were secured close to the tents, in a temporary bUm 
yard made of bushes, to preserve them from 1 
attacks of the natives, and (more especially) the wi 
dogs. On the lagoons, Stewart brought down so] 
Cape Barren geese with his rifle, and the dogs kill 
one of the new kangaroos (Elalmaturus Qreyii) 
the scrub, between Lake Albert and the Coorong. 

Mr. Bonney, who had left us at the Marray 
ride across the peninsula, now rejoined the par 
and enlivened our way by a recital of his adyentar 
He had slept one night by his little fire in the bos 
not a hundred yards from an encampment of t 
Lake Albert tribe, without their discovering hii 
and the next day he dined with them upon roi 
wombat, which he describes as like young pork, a 
very palatable. They dug out the animal from 1 
burrow, by making a shaft about ten feet deep, a 
then cooked him whole between hot stones in t 
sand. 

We halted at the Coorong until the evening 
the 19th, awaiting the arrival of his Excellency tl 
Governor, who reached the camp about sunset, a 
tended by an armed and mounted orderly. 

From this point, barren limestone hills, coverc 
with low scrub and stunted vegetation, extend to tl 
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east and sontb-east for a distance of at least seventy 
miles. In all this district there is not a blade of 
gprass nor a drop of water during the dry season. 
To avoid so dreary a region, which is appropriately 
termed the " great desert," the party followed down 
tbe inner shores of the Coorong ; where, by digging 
in the sand, water was always obtained, and the 
grassy fiats bordering upon the scrub afforded pas- 
ture for the horses and bullocks at night. 

The night was exceedingly tempestuous, but our 
tents were well sheltered in a hollow, and completely 
surrounded by juniper-trees; though, on the top of 
the bleak sand-hills overlooking the Coorong, the 
ivind was so violent that we could not stand. It was 
a dismal scene : the water was very rough, and the 
shrieking of countless sea- fowl mingled with the hol- 
low roar of the ocean beyond the mountains of sand 
that shut it out from view ; the evening-sky looked 
black and dim, and the spray drifted like mist in the 
wind. Though we could not see the ocean, we heard 
its billows dash with the sound of thunder against 
that lonely shore. 

We were now amongst the Milmendura tribe. 
The natives were very shy at first, seeing the armed 
policemen; and they no doubt expected that our 
object was to search out more of the murderers of 
the Marians crew. None of the older men could be 
persuaded to approach the tents, but about twenty 
young men and boys came up to us, and lighted 
their fires close to our encampment. Their hair was 
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mostly in curls, and had it not been for the greise 
and ochre with which they had bedaubed their headi) 
many of them would have displayed beautiful hair. 
We obtained specimens of it, and they insisted upon 
haying locks of ours in return, which they carefiillj 
stowed away in their rugs. Amongst this natife 
group I met with several excellent subjects for the 
pencil : nothing could exceed the patience of my 
sitters, who felt amply rewarded by a slice of dam- 
per, and began to scream and dance with astonidi- 
ment when they saw their own portraits in my 
sketch-book. They roasted us some fish at their 
fires, using two slender sticks as tongs for lifting tbe 
lighted embers, which they laid over the fish. Along 
the margin of the water innumerable remains (rf 
fires occur in the samphire and dry weeds, where 
the natives have cooked a small species of spotted 
dog-crab, which is very plentiful in the Coorong; 
vast heaps of the crab shells, together with those of 
a danax, were scattered in every direction. 

April 20th. — This day's route lay along the shores 
of the Coorong. From the limestone hills of the 
scrub, into which we occasionally made a detour, the 
scenery that presented itself was singular and often 
very picturesque : little bays and miniature harbours 
were formed by the waters of the Coorong, into 
which jutted out headlands and peninsulas, often 
crowned with rocky eminences, or descending in 
limestone cliffs abruptly to the water. Beneath, on 
the circling silvery sand that lined these smooth 
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little bays, red-legged gulls, plovers and sandpipers 
were for ever busy in search of marine insects, or 
paddling in the gentle ripple of the mimic waves, in 
undisturbed enjoyment; numerous limestone rocks 
and small islands, the resort of pelicans and shags, 
were scattered here and there over the blue surface, 
and when the sun shone upon them in the evening, 
and threw a rosy tinge over the opposite sand-hills, 
it seemed a fairy scene of birds and solitude. Fur- 
ther on, many of these islands are sprinkled with 
she-oak trees, and look extremely picturesque ; but 
the cheerless hills of the desert, covered with inhos- 
pitable scrub, tell of a dreary region, as they rise 
away towards the blue distance, where the eye sees 
.oig b.. «» ™. rooky wildeme». 

Passing through a scrubby flat of salsolaceous 
bashes, we surprised a very infirm native man who 
was accompanied by a girl about ten years old : too 
aged and enfeebled to run away from us as the other 
natives had done, he in vain attempted to screen 
himself from observation beneath the low bushes, 
for the smoke of his fire-stick betrayed his situation ; 
and finding it impossible to escape, he commenced 
vociferating most loudly, shaking his head and cry- 
ing out, " Me very good — me old man." It was a 
melancholy sight to see an aged and dying savage, 
with skeleton limbs so feeble that they had almost 
ceased to support his tottering frame, trembling 
before the sudden appearance of the white man, 
and pleadii^ his age and harmlessness. Forsaken by 



136 SKULL GOBLET — BLACK 8WAH8. 

all but the child, whose only anxiety was the safety 
of her aged relative, he had sat down in the senib 
to die ; and yet, at the appearance of a momentarj 
danger, all the love of life returned, and he dung to 
existence with more apparent eagerness than the giri, 
who kept close to his side, and, like " little Nell," tot* 
got her own fears in those for the safety of her grand- 
father. By kind treatment and a supply of food, 
we won the confidence of this solitary couple, who 
dismissed all their fears, and were persuaded to 
accompany us on the drays for a few miles to the 
next water-holes. The girl carried a human skull 
in her hand : it was her mother's skull, and from it 
she drank her daily draught of water ! 

Amongst the belt of she-oak trees bordering on 
the scrub, we put up two fine emus, and pursued 
them for a couple of miles, when they took to the 
thickets and we lost them. Hunting these large 
birds is admirable sport, especially when the nature 
of the ground afibrds a good run, and the birds 
keep the open country. We killed another bush 
kangaroo, which provided us with a savoury meal ; 
and shortly before sunset we reached some water- 
holes on the Coorong, called M'Grath's wells, where 
we encamped for the night. It was a lovely even* 
ing after the rains, and the spot where our tents were 
pitched was a green and flowery lawn, backed by 
groves of casuarina and banksia. Hundreds of 
black swans were swimming on the surface of the 
Coorong, that here looked like a very broad river. 
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glittering in the calm sunshine of evening. Yet 
this sweet place had been the scene of a massacre. 
M'Grath, with two other Europeans, had left Lake 
Albert in company with four of the lake natives, who 
liad agreed to carry their provisions and other articles 
for a certain remuneration. They were on foot, and 
their intention was to proceed to Portland Bay. At 
these wells they rested for the night, and lay down 
to sleep, weary with the day's toil. In the grey of 
the morning the treacherous natives stole upon the 
Europeans, and, for the sake of obtaining the flour, 
beat out M'Grath's brains with their waddies, and 
decamped with their ill-gotten booty. The two 
other travellers fortunately escaped, and returned 
to the settled districts to tell the tale of the murder 
of their companion,* The body had been buried in 
the sand by the natives inhabiting the place; but 
the wild-dogs had scraped away the sand and feasted 
on the flesh. Little Lanyerri, a Milmendura boy, 
took me by the hand, and led me to the spot where 
the bones of the ill-fated M'Grath were lying scat- 
tered about beneath a clump of she-oak trees, not 
100 yards from the tent. The moon was very 
bright, and I could see that a beautiful ice-plant, 
studded with blossoms, was creeping over the grave. 

* Wira Maldira, the principal murderer, eluded the active search 
of the police, and even of the native tribes, by taking to the reeds of 
Lake Albert ; but after living in perpetual fear and alarm for three 
years he was at last captured, and was tried, condemned, and executed, 
at Adelaide, in June 1845. 
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The boy looked up mournfully into my &oe anl 
shook his head, and by signs made me undentani 
that he was an eye-witness to the whole tragedj. 
We gathered up the bones and covered them orer 
with the sand ; but the child kept close to my adCi 
for he was afraid of the mooldtharp or evil spirit \ij 
that lonely grave at night. 

Jpril 21 St. — We made an early start ; the mo* 
ing was balmy, and the red east betokened a day of 
finer weather than we had lately enjoyed. One of 
the bullocks had lamed itself at the wells ; and u'i 
became necessary to leave it behind, we entnuted 
it to the care of the natives, who were promised I 
reward of flour on the return of the party, shodd 
the animal be found with them. 

To-day I struck off to the right, accompanied Iij 
Mason, to visit that part of the Coorong called 
" The Narrows," where the water is less than half 
a mile in breadth : two promontories jutting out to- 
wards each other from the opposite sides. From 
the extremity of one of these high promontories an 
extensive view of the Coorong, with its namerons 
islands and its indented shores, is obtained. Myriads 
of ducks, swans, pelicans, and every variety of setr 
fowl, darkened the water beneath us; and, whilst 
sketching this island-studded scene, we were sur- 
rounded by innumerable flies, of a brown colour, 
which proved very annoying. Humming-bees wan- 
dered over the odoriferous plants in the scrub, and 
bustards, ground-parroquets, bronze-winged pigeons, 
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robins, and a variety of birds of brilliant plumage, 
constantly appeared, as we re-crossed the country 
towards the appointed camping-place for the night. 
We waded our horses half-way across the Coorong; 
but a strong tide and a deep channel flowing in the 
centre of the stream, between " the narrows," stopped 
our further progress. The bed of the Coorong is 
here a soft white clay, and many lagoons of salt 
water, which occur along its margin, are connected 
with it at high tide, and are surrounded by tea-trees, 
which impart a gloomy character to the scenery. 
The limestone ree& which run out into the water are 
so fretted away by the action of the sea-air, that 
they resemble castles and ruins covered with rich 
tracery. The entire country, from the water's edge, 
is covered with surface limestone, in small rugged 
|Heces, amongst which grow the dwarf eucalyptus 
and the xantharcMu The natives here construct 
elevated seats or platforms in bushy she-oak trees, 
for the purpose of watching and spearing the emu 
and kangaroo as they pass towards the water to 
drink. 

We had been informed by the overlanders at 
Bonney's water-holes that two bushrangers were 
following their tracks to this colony, and had made 
several proposals to join their party, which were 
rejected. These bushrangers were described as be- 
ing the two men who tied a shepherd to a tree near 
Port-Philip, and shot him, whilst they ransacked 
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the station, and possessed themselves of the fowlii 
pieces and powder. 

This evening, on arriving at the brow of one 
the desert hills, we suddenly descried a suspicio 
looking cavalcade, which was immediately p 
nounced to be the expected bushrangers, for wh 
the police had kept a sharp look-out since leayi 
Lake Albert ; but there were now four men insti 
of two, with five led horses, having packs on tli 
backs, and only one saddle between them. Ti 
were certainly cut-throat-looking fellows, and eve 
thing about them had an air of suspicion ; espedi 
their refusal to be searched by the police, and i 
unsatisfactory account they gave of themselves. T 
of the four individuals wore smock-frocks, and I 
hook-noses ; one carried a formidable pair of hor 
pistols in his belt; and the fourth, a huge grix 
fellow, who clenched his teeth more than once at 
looked as though he could, without any scruples 
conscience, have tied all the party to trees, and si 
them in succession. On being searched they pom 
forth volleys of abuse ; but the sergeant-major v< 
coolly took their arms from them, and they foan( 
most politic to obey orders. As there were no ¥ 
nesses to identify them, and they had nothing ab 
their persons which could authorize their bei 
secured, they were permitted to pass on. But ca 
ful notes of their appearance were taken, to forwi 
to the Murray, so that should they venture into i 
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settled districts of the colony they might be traced 
and taken. The murder of the shepherd having 
occurred within the limits of New South Wales, it 
was beyond the cognizance of the South Australian 
police, until information of a more exact nature 
could be received from the Port-Philip authorities, 
communicating the details of the case. 

It was a dewy night, and so calm and still, that 
we burnt our candles outside the tent, and supped 
round a bright fire of she-oak logs, made by Black 
Jimmy; but the wild-dogs howled so dreadfully 
during the night, coming in packs close to our tents, 
and rushing the sheep, that we could obtain very 
little repose. 

Ap-il 22. — This day's journey brought us to the 
Salt Creek ; a river of salt water flowing out of the 
Coorong, and running through the desert to the east- 
ward. Open green flats, skirted with she-oaks and 
a few gam-trees, occur along its margin, and toler- 
able feed for the cattle was found about our camp- 
ing-place. Luxuriant tea- trees embower this slug- 
gish stream, the vile waters of which are covered 
with a green scum. About a quarter of a mile up 
the creek we found a well of clear fresh water, be- 
neath a projecting ledge of rock : it was surrounded 
by moss and flowers ; and the recent foot-prints of 
the ema and kangaroo, showed that these creatures 
of the wilderness had been slaking their thirst there 
during the heat of the afternoon. We called it 
" Bonney's Well." 
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We met with several cinders or scoriae, like the 
dross from smelting-houses, lying about on tk 
sand ; probably produced by the vitrification of the 
sand by native fires. 

After toiling for nearly a mile over these sandj 
mountains, the roar of the surf grew nearer and 
more distinct ; and as we gained the summit of the 
final ridge, the first sight of the ocean burst upon ovr . 
view. It was a grand and solemn scene : a dull haie 
shut out the horizon, and the utter and almost awM 
solitude was unbroken by any living thing. Then 
were no white sails glittering over the waves; no 
proud ships bearing their precious freight of life 
across the tumultuous bosom of the deep ; all wii 
one vast blank — a sublime and terrible wildemeis 
of nature. The roar of that ocean had responded 
to the winds of heaven unheard by human ear ; and 
no eye, perchance, but that of its great Creator had 
looked upon this scene of desolation. 

24ith. — Leaving the drays to pursue their course 
south-east, we struck out to the east and north-east, 
across the desert ranges, to examine the country 
in that direction* Passing through a barren and 
dreary region of scrub, rendered more cheerless by 
the dark clouds that were gathering all round the 
horizon, after about seven miles we ascended a 
limestone ridge, from the summit of which we dee* 
cried extensive swamps to the eastward. Farther 
on we crossed several of these swamps, which con* 
sisted of loose, black, rotten, vegetable matter and 
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sand : they are occasionally flooded during the rainy 
season, and at the time of our visit were covered 
very thickly with the dead shells of a reverse bulK- 
mus. We regained the shores of the Coorong, which 
here terminates in a series of salt-lagoons, after 
passing successive swamps intersected by belts of 
grassy soil and low hills, scattered over with casua- 
Tina and a variety of smaller shrubs. Wombat 
holes were very numerous, and traces of these ani* 
mals occurred in every direction. Emus were also 
abundant in the neighbourhood of the swamps. 

April 25th. — Rode along the shore in search of 
CSape Bemouilli* We found only a single granite 
rock rising abruptly out of the sand, but which, at 
k distance, has probably been mistaken for a cape 
by the French navigators : not the slightest projec- 
tion was discernible along this sandy coast until we 
arrived at Laeepede Bay. 

This granite ridge crops up in several places above 
the ground in the shape of huge fttngus-like rocks, 
forming clusters, which occur at intervals, and run 
in a north-eastern direction. No other granite is to 
be found anywhere along the coast, the whole for- 
mation being of an exceedingly recent character. 
There can be no doubt that it has been gradually 
reclaimed from the ocean, by little and little, for 
Baccessive ages. We encamped amidst sand-hills, 
scattered with shrubberies of casuarina and flowering 
bushes, and carpeted with emerald grass, forming 
fairy dells and miniature scenery as picturesque as 
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1 

it was curious. We dug a vrell in a sandy loi 

and obtained a soft mineral water at about four i 

:»[ from the surface. No native wells were observal 

nor had we met with any traces of inhabitants 
several successive days along these dreary shores. 
April 26th. — ^We kept near the coast untl 
reached Ross's Creek, where, although a str 
westerly breeze was blowing, the water was na 
smooth, rippling in small waves against the sea-^ 
bank. It was evident that a breakwater or i 
exists here under water, forming a secure she 
between it and the shore. At the mouth of 
creek, thousands of ducks and teal were feeding 
the marshy weed and rushes, and our gans did i 

1 siderable havoc amongst them. The slightlj-wonn 

birds escaped but to sea, but enough were kill« 
afford an ample and delicious supper for all hand 
the prospect of which considerably heightened 
usual flow of spirits. 

About this creek we began to find various ind 
tions of natives ; the most remarkable being wicl 
work snares for bird-catching, about four feet hi 
erected on the flats. Near these snares were fon 
small covered places, just large enough for one ] 
son to squat in ; the native, concealing him 
in this ambush, with his snaring rod protruded fi 
a small aperture in the side, imitates the voice 

' the birds, and, as they alight upon the wicker wo 

dexterously slips the noose around their necks, i 
snares them into his retreat. 
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- Amongst the she-oak trees, we surprised an en- 
campment of native women, who flew off in the 
greatest terror and consternation, making a load 
chattering noise, and leaving their digging-sticks 
and baskets behind them in their hurry. A curl of 
smoke from their little fire betrayed the spot they 
had so lately occupied, and we amused ourselves by 
^amining their utensils and domestic arrangements. 
Before we left, the Governor good-naturedly put a 
jdice of '^ damper" into each of their baskets: these 
were of beautiful workmanship, and somewhat resem- 
bled those of the Tattavarra natives. 

AprS 2Sth. — Last night the wild dogs broke into 
the temporary fold erected for the sheep, and we lost 
the only two that were left. Vowing vengeance on 
the wild-dogSy and with " mutton" for our war-cry, 
we hunted down these marauders in every direction ; 
for they had latterly become so bold as to approach 
within a few yards of the tents. 

Beyond Lacepede Bay, we found a good cattle 
country, consisting of grassy flats scattered over 
with banksiaor honeysuckle-trees. During the day's 
march, we passed through a forest, in which were 
many trees of stringy-bark and blackwood. In 
Bome places the underwood was dense, but as the 
conntry began to rise, it became more open, and again 
descended into banksia flats. On these plains we met 
with many tracks of the natives, and their old en- 
campments were numerous. Heaps of the mellife- 
rous cones of the banksia were lying round these 
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deserted wirlies. The natives steep the cones ii 
water, which extracts the honey, and prodoeeii 
sweet beverage. 

We steered soath by compass through anoAfl 
wood to reach Moant Benson, — a roond-toppd 
eminence, about seven hundred feet above the seii 
and the highest of a range of limestone-hills, viakk 
from the sand-hills at Lacepede Bay. We ascendel 
the ridges, which were thickly clothed with bankil 
and she-oak, but had some difficulty in fin£i| 
Mount Benson, owing to the density of the foliage 
The view from the summit was most extensive, tfl 
of a peculiar character. It appeared as though ire 
were looking over a sea of wood, with the Un 
plains melting away into the invisible distaiioe. To 
the westward, we traced the shores of Guichen Bay, 
with Baudin's rocks and a reef beyond the iMKfi 
against which a heavy surf was breaking. Thft 
white and rugged limestone of the range was iQte^ 
sected in every direction with wombat holes, flist 
perforated the rock like a honeycomb. The top of 
the hill was bare, and the few old gnarled trankf 
that clung round its sides seemed to have combated 
with the blasts of centuries. It was very cold, and 
the hills attracted flying showers that frequently 
enveloped us in mist. We collected together a 
quantity of dry wood, and made a signal-fire that 
must have been visible for many miles. It was boob 
responded to by the natives towards the south and 
east, many columns of smoke rising in that diree- 
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^on ; and before we descended the hill, the natives 
were signalizing all around, giving indications of a 
larger population amongst these banksia woods than 
W6 had anticipated. Upon the plains beyond Mount 
Benson, and those around Lake Hawden, until we 
Nacbed the neighbourhood of Rivoli Bay, our atten- 
tion was arrested by the flats being covered in many 
places with a limestone tufa, in shape and appearance 
exactly resembling biscuits. Their size varied from 
that of a large captain's biscuit to the smallest ratifia* 
eake, and the ground for miles was completely over- 
spread with them. To a hungry traveller they 
must prove a sad disappointment, for the deception 
h 80 perfect that at first sight a person is easily led 
to mistake one for a biscuit. 

April 29th. — ^We reached Lake Hawden — a flat, 
•wampy plain, which, in the rainy season, is covered 
with water. There is good pasturage in the sur- 
vonnding country, which rises into gently undulating 
hills lightly wooded with she-oak. We here fell in 
with Scott's party, who had brought several thousand 
sheep, in search of fresh runs for the next season. 
They were all well armed, and had experienced 
some annoyance from the natives. Their sheep were 
folded in two large stock-yards, which they had 
erected of bonghs, and their horses were tethered 
near their encampment. This was rudely constructed 
of reeds, and not nearly so snug as the huts of the 
natives ; and the approach to it was rendered perilous 
by a semi-circle of furious dogs that guarded it with 
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the incessant and fierce watchfulness of Cetbem, 
We encamped about half a mile from the sheep* 
yards, amidst drenching rain, and passed a coU^ 
miserable night ; for our fires were put out by tbe 
rain, and the wood was so damp it would not ban. 
It seems as though it always rained upon thei^ 
eternal swamps and low flat scrub : Scott told u 
that he was constantly washed out of bed about one 
o'clock in the morning, but he now had become 80 
thoroughly accustomed to it as rather to like it^ 

April 30th. — A dozen sheep were obtained firoa 
Scott's flocks, and we travelled onwards across a 
succession of soft spongy swamps, the ground being 
fiill of holes, and completely undermined by the niL 
The sheep stuck in the holes, and could scaredf 
proceed for the long grass, which caused us con- 
siderable delay. Tufts of a gigantic species of 
plume grass, with sharp-edged leaves, grew in vast 
quantity upon several of the flats, and others were 
scattered over with heaps of the dead shells of t 
reverse bullimus; occasional swamp parrots fluttered 
up from the grass, and a few striped wallaby were 
met with during the day. We passed the night in 
a scrubby place without water, though we saw 
flights of parroquets crossing from the eastward, 
and heard the frogs croak around us during the 
night. 

May \st — This morning, at daybreak, we dis- 
covered, to our consternation, that old Fooks, one 
of the bullock-drivers, with the whole of the bullocks^ 
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ifvere Diissing ; we were in the midst of dense 
thickets which merged into a low scrubby forest of 
Stringy-bark, without a distinguishing object of any 
kind : Fooks had been out all night watching the 
lullocks, and had wandered farther from the tents 
-than he was aware of. Guns were fired off, and 
the party began to cooey most vigorously, but no 
coaey was beard in reply: all was still, and we 
feared we should never see poor old Fooks any 
more. A general search was immediately set on 
fi)ot, and after scouring the country in every direc* 
tion, he was found wrapped in his wallaby cloak,, 
lying asleep in a stringy-bark forest, nearly three 
miles from the camp. Being mounted upon a 
horse, he was brought back in triumph by the 
police, presenting a droll appearance amidst the 
cheers that greeted his return. The voices of the 
natives uttering their loud shrill cooey echoed along 
the undulating and wooded ground, rising on each 
side of a vast swampy plain which we had traversed 
for several miles, and five of them came running 
after the men who were behind with the sheep, but 
they fled from our horses. Mason at length suc- 
ceeded in persuading them to come up to us, as we 
were most anxious to find water, and they showed 
QS a place in the swamp where, after digging about 
nine feet, muddy water was obtained ; the cattle and 
horses were exceedingly thirsty, and almost jumped 
into the well, having been two days without a drop 
of water. 

H 5 
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These natives belonged to a tribe totally different 
from those of the Milmendura, whom we had md 
with along the shores of the Coorong, and were y^ 
inferior to them in physical appearance : their fea- 
tures were remarkably ugly, with a simple silliness of 
expression, and their figures extremely slight and at* 
tenuated, with the abdomen of a disproportionate siie» 
They were filthy and wretched in the extreme ; afl 
their teeth were black and rotten ; their skin was drj, 
and that of one man presented a purplish-red colour. 
They approached our fire with their arms Grossed 
over their shoulders ; a position that they constantij 
retained, until some grease was given to them, whieb 
they commenced eating, rubbing over their bodies^ 
and daubing upon their hair. One of them had as 
old cotton handkerchief which he kept concealed 
under his arm-pit, and as they were destitute of 
clothing, the oldest man was put into a blue shiit, 
which created the greatest possible astonishment 
amongst his companions ; they grew very noisy and 
merry, ate damper and grease, and constantly touched 
us with their filthy shrivelled hands. After the dis- 
gusting operation of sketching them was over, I was 
truly glad to see them return to their women in the 
bush : who, if they bear any resemblance to thdr 
husbands, can seldom be the occasion of jealousy, 
for more hideous wretches it were hardly possible to 
conceive. 

Before sunset we left the camp, and walked to 
the summit of a barren limestone ridge, whence we 
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obtained an extensive panorama ; Mount Mairhead 
bore E.S.Ry and the sea, with lagoons like a second 
Coorong, stretched away to the south and west. 
The unexpected sight of two vessels lying at anchor 
in a bay about twelve miles distant, distinctly visible 
hy the aid of a telescope, pointed out the true position 
of Bivoli Bay, towards which we were now steering 
our course by compass. We could not account for 
the appearance of the vessels in an unsnrveyed and 
almost unknown harbour, but we afterwards found 
ihem to be two whaling schooners from Hobart 
Town, which had piloted themselves into the bay, 
snd were unconscious either of the name or locality 
of the spot. It was a splendid evening ; the distant 
bills of the interior looked intensely purple, and 
gleams of golden sunlight stole across the scrub, 
interspersed with little rainbows, the offspring of 
the mists lit up by the smile of departing day. 

May 2nd. — ^We penetrated thick woods, amongst 
which the elegant eareoy then in blossom, attained a 
eonsiderable height; and we crossed more spongy 
plains, covered with shells and tufa ^' biscuits," and 
Bobject to occasional inundations. On some of the 
swamps the natives had built weirs of mud, like a 
dam wall, extending across from side to side, for the 
purpose of taking the very smaU mucilaginoas fishes 
that abound in the water when these swamps are 
flooded. Low wooded ran^ skirted these plains, 
and kangaroos were abundant. Some of the swamps 
were covered with an exceedingly rich black soil. 
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and produced luxuriant sow-thistles and other nak 
vegetation ; the more solid plains were overspieiil 
with beautiful green feed, and it was evident ve 
were once more approaching a good countrj. We 
came so suddenly upon a native encampmeit 
amongst the trees, that the savages had barely tine 
to take alarm at the noise of our horses' hoo&, anl 
we could just distinguish their heels 843 they wefe 
scampering away beneath the bushes : most proba% 
we were the first Europeans they had caiight nglil 
of. The party we had thus unceremoniously dis- 
turbed had evidently assembled to a convivial dinner, 
for there were two large wombats roasting in the 
ovens, several choice heaps of roots lay amongst tw 
ashes, and a fine parrot, not yet cooked^ was sus- 
pended to a stick. In their precipitate flight thqr 
left all their things behind them — spears, baskets, 
snaring rods, and a variety of curious implements; 
these we examined, and lefl precisely as we fovoA 
them, though we feared the guests would eat thdr 
wombat dinner in a state of continual trepidation 
and alarm. 

We found an extensive swamp intervening be- 
tween us and the shores of the bay, and as we pro- 
gressed it became more difficult to cross, bang 
covered with sharp dense reeds and tea-tree bushes; 
at length we turned back, finding our horses up to 
their knees in fresh water, their weight sinking them 
deeper at every step in the spongy soil. A depot 
was formed where there was plenty of fresh wat^ 
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imd good feed for the cattle ; and it was determined 
to leave the drays, with a portion of the party, at 
this place, whilst the Governor, accompanied by my 
friends and myself, and attended by several mounted 
police, proceeded on horseback to Mount Gambier. 
Immense beds of very recent fossil shells extended 
to a depth of several feet, from within a few inches 
of the surface of the soil. Our well was dug through 
a solid mass of shells ; many of them retaining their 
tolours perfectly, though at a distance of three or 
four miles from the sea. 

This evening all was bustle and preparation for 
oar expected start, and the cook was exceedingly 
busy making a large supply of ^' dampers." As 
each person was to carry his own provision in the 
best manner he could behind his saddle, those who 
were the fortunate possessors of a pair of clean 
socks, filled them with tea and sugar, and others 
made bags by sewing up their towels. We each 
provided ourselves with a blanket, which formed a 
saddle-cloth during the day, and a covering by our 
fires at night ; and every one had a bright pannikin 
slang behind him, to serve the united purposes of a 
kettle and tea-cup. 

May 3d. — Long before sunrise we were moving, 
to travel across on foot to Rivoli Bay. The first 
approach of day was heralded in the east by streaks 
of red, amber, and pale green, above the purple hills 
of the desert; while before us the full moon was 
setting in a bright rose-coloured sky, like a silver 
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shield upon a bed of roses. The air was extremdj 
sharp and cold; and as we had to brush throng 
grass and matted reeds breast-high, we became 
drenched with the heavy dews, and were wet throigk 
to the skin on emerging from the swamps. On ft 
grassy knoll, surrounded by she-oaks, we met witk 
a mound of limestones, like a cairn, which we cofr 
jectured to have been placed there by the natini 
above the bodies of their dead, to protect them from 
the wild-dogs. After a tedious march of six or 
seven miles, through swamps and forests of she- 
oaks, we gained the sand-hills of the sea-shofc^ 
where we hallooed and fired off g^ns to bail Ae 
schooners, which were lying at anchor inside n 
island at the north-west extremity of the bay. We 
walked towards the vessels along a fine sandy beeek 
strewn with shells ; the water smooth, and a line of 
surf breaking on the shore at regular intemk 
Our appearance at the huts of the whaler% itbkk 
were temporary erections close to a rocky pdnt 
near the island, created great surprise amongBt 
them; for they had mistaken our firing for tbe 
fluking of a whale, and our hallooing for the eooefi 
of the natives. When they saw in the distance a 
group of Europeans plodding on foot along the 
sands, they imagined that we were some distressed 
individuals who had been shipwrecked upon the 
coast; but as we drew nearer, and they descried 
our guns, they said one to another that we were 
bushrangers, and prepared to receive us accordingly. 
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No sooner had they ascertained from the Orderly 
ibat the Groyemor had arrived, than these rough- 
looking fellows grew very polite ; they produced a 
large jug of rum, and a number of tall pannikins 
with '^ cabin" scratched upon them, and invited us 
to regale ourselves until their breakfast was ready. 

€he life of these shore-whalers, living apart from 

the world for months and years together, is a strange 

nuxture of idleness and industry. When a whale 

appears in right, none can be more energetic and 

i^ess of hardship and toil than these men ; but 

^ other times, during a long period, they pass their 

%s in listless indolence. At night they dance and 

drink grogj of which they always carry a plentiful 

iB]^Iy; and some of the more ingenious of them 

fiod amusement in carving pieces of whalebone with 

^Uborately wrought designs, generally descriptive of 

tte whale-fishery. One of these ornamented bones 

^ presented to the Governor ; it was carved with 

^ ^ >6ries of scenes, representing the chase and cap- 

^ of ihe whale ; and on the reverse side were 

^ following lines, surrounded by emblematical de- 

^*ees:— 

** Crnlsing off Tasmania's shore, 
Eager in search of prey, 
Tli^ enaanouB whale we chased and killed. 
Wherein this hone did lay." 

The whale-boats were manned, and we visited the 
^**^nd lying off Cape Jaffa : we called it Pen- 
S^Un Island, from the vast quantity of these birds 
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which we obtained there. The entire islai 
perforated with their burrows, and ont of i 
the holes we took their eggs, which resemble 
of a common fowl, and were good eating 
species of penguin found here is the Apt 
minor ; it is about the size of a duck, and ha 
feathers of a bluish colour upon the back, 
white breast. Owing to the extremely smal 
with which these birds are furnished, they 
capable of flight, and we easily took them i 
our hands ; for it is only in the water that t 
pear to be in their proper element, and they 
run towards it as a means of escape. 

The surface of this rocky island was ove 
with a low green weed, and with sea-shells, 1 
up by gulls and other birds ; and its seawi 
tremity was so perforated and fretted away 
action of the elements, as to present a very 
appearance. On the edge of a chasm, whi 
cleft the island nearly in two parts, there si 
eagle's nest, about four feet high, and built oi 
: of dry sticks. The white-tailed eagle was h< 

6 round its eyry; and a little robin had fej 

constructed its nest amongst the sticks of 
the monarch bird. 

Beyond Penguin Island we visited a low 
reef, on which several sea-lions {Phocajubati 
basking in the sunshine. These the whah 
scribed as " seals as large as donkeys, whic 
too big to catch ;" but the Governor shot one tl 
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2i the head with his rifle, and we soon despatched it 
t with clubs. It was a male specimen, and measured 
6f B feet 1 inch in length ; and after I had made a 
Iciarefal drawing of the animal, the skin was taken 
it: oflF, to preserve for the national collection at the 
i British Museum. Its exact measurements were as 
in fbllows :— Total length, 8 feet 1 inch ; girth, 6 feet ; 
I tength of hind-flipper, 11 inches; fore do. 18| inches; 
f tail» 6 inches. 

' Onr visit to Rivoli Bay had occupied the best part 
of the day, and we returned to the dep6t to com- 
plete the arrangements for our journey on the suc- 
ceeding morning. Our cook had not been idle : there 
were " dampers," " dough-boys," " leather-jackets," 
"johnny-cakes," and " beggars-in-the-pan," await- 
ing our arrival; for in the Australian bush, flour 
and water are transformed into a variety of shapes, 
designated. by as many colonial appellations. Mr. 
Burr good-naturedly jogged off by moonlight to 
the whalers' huts, mounted on old Nelson the cart- 
horse, to secure the purchase of a supply of biscuit 
for the dep6t, and also one of the tall " cabin" pan- 
nikins for his own private use. 

May 4cth. — Started at daybreak for Mount Gam- 
bier. We had not proceeded far, when a jingling 
noise discovered to us that Gisbome had provided 
himself with two pannikins ; this created a feeling 
of envious admiration that almost amounted to jea- 
lousy, as we were scalding our lips with the hot tea. 
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boiled in our single pannikins, while Gisborne i 
drinking his delightfally cool. 

We travelled along between parallel ridges 
sand-hills, scattered with she-oaks, forming beanti 
vistas carpeted with grass. As we progressed, t 
sand-hills grew larger, almost becoming monstai 
in aspect; and amidst their intervening dells beu 
ful magic scenes presented themselyes, displiyi 
scenery of a character quite different from anythi 

\ I ever before witnessed. From the sammit of ih 

sand-hills we overlooked Bivoli Bay, with the rod 
point of Cape Buffon at its southern eztrenul 
Around several native wells we saw lying quantiti 
of limpets and large haliotis shells ; which latter i 
natives use for carrying water. 

Leaving the sand-hills, we skirted the shores oJ 
considerable lake, which we called Lake Frome, 
compliment to the Surveyor-GeneraL We aft 
wards crossed more swamps and flats, and agi 

i met with the biscuit tufa. Mount Muirhead and 1 

Bluff bore south-east of us ; and, on ascending 

; wooded range, we discovered the peak of Moi 

Gambier, distant about forty miles, with sevc 
large lakes to the south-west. We were now ii 
beautiful and verdant country, where fine yow 
grass was springing after the late rains. We < 
camped at sunset in a green and fern-dad yall 
where we each built ourselves small huts, or unrh 
of boughs, which we broke from the surronncU 
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^\ trees. This was truly life in the wilds ; and our 
Tmrious little bowers, each with a separate fire spark- 
^ ling before it, looked extremely picturesque, as the 
^ lioon, nearly full, rose over the dark masses of foliage 
that shut in the vaUey. But there is no Eden on 
eajrth: beautiful as our romantic encampment in 
this sweet valley appeared, we had to pass the night 
without water ; the air was frosty, and, instead of 
sleeping, we were constantly moving through the 
iHishes, and startling one another, in search of sticks 
to supply our fires ; and, finally, the wind changed, 
mnd we were completely smoked out of our green 
and fiiiry bowers. 

. May&ih. — ^The morning was extremely chill; the 
early mist was so thick that we could see but a few 
yards before us, and the gossamer, drenched with 
dew, hung firom every spray. Quite unexpectedly 
we came upon an encampment of natives, and before 
we could draw up our horses, we saw the naked 
forms of the savages with their spears quivered at 
us* It was a dangerous moment ; for, in their sud- 
den alarm, they generally throw their spears at the 
first impulse, and we were not a dozen feet from the 
points of their weapons. Their women and children 
fled under cover of the mist, and the men now stood 
regarding us with astonishment, uncertain whether 
or no to let fly their spears. Our horses frightened 
them, and they motioned with their hands for us to 
take them away, jabbering and chattering as loud 
as they were able. The Governor dismounted and 
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approached them, holding up his arm ; bat thq 
continued to chatter away at us, frequently repeating 
our words as nearly as they could, and calling oat 
** white fellow." It was in vain to make them nndoF* 
stand that we wished to find water, so we left thai 
still Yociferating at the highest pitch of their yoieaL 
Mr. Burr had shot a turkey, which was roastsl 
upon a stick ; hut as we could procure no water to 
make our tea, it was unanimously voted that tbe 
turkey, on its wooden spit, should be carried lif 
turns by one or another of the party, until we 
reached a place where water was to be found. It 
was ludicrous to see roast-turkey borne onwaidib 
like a standard, by a hungry horseman, whose moiiA 
was constantly watering for a morsel of his sayooij 
trophy. About noon we found a delicious spriig 
amongst some reeds, where we made our firei» 
boiled our tea, and breakfasted upon the turkey, 
which was relished without salt. 

We steered south-east by compass for some miles 
over a good country, with banksia flats and plenty 
of grass. Pieces of opaque flinty wood-opal, \mj 
about the ground, and the country continued to 
improve as we went onwards. No more swampi 
occurred, and the soil presented a firmer and richer 
aspect. Numerous fine blackwood-trees were inter 
spersed with eucalyptus, and the New South Wales 
wattle (mimosa), with its feathery and elegant foliage, 
for the first time attracted our attention. 

The grass was here very thick, like an emerald 
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Telyet carpet, and the pyrameles and other small 

animals were occasionally seen. ^ We had now 

• entered upon the marine formation raised by vol- 

'- eanic action from the sea : coral limestone appeared 

on the surface, presenting rugged points; and in 

'•• 6ne place we crossed a complete beach of coral 

thrown up, and wholly destitute of grass. 

For some distance the country was perfectly 
level, and scattered over pretty thickly with trees. 
Towards the afternoon a vast circular cavity was 
discovered in the corfil limestone, about 260 yards 
in circumference, its perpendicular sides perforated 
with holes ; and at the bottom, about fifty feet below 
the surface, was a lake of pure fresh water, that 
looked black from its extreme depth. Attempts 
were made to fathom it by fastening tether ropes 
together, but at 130 feet no bottom was obtained 
close to its precipitous margin. This singular phe- 
nomenon was named " the Devil's punch-bowl." 

After passing these tracts of white coral limestone, 
we came abruptly upon dark volcanic soil with 
stones of flinty opal. This seems to be accounted for 
by the coral islands having been raised through vol- 
canic action from the sea, with their usual central 
lagoons; whilst the opal stones and lava soil from 
the active volcanoes of Mount Gambier and Mount 
Schanck surrounded them oq all sides. 

At two miles further on we discovered another 
coral basin, which was divided by a rocky wall 
across the centre, ^forming two semicircular lakes. 



X. 



V . : ■ ' SJ-ilA VCr AUTUKB ? STATION 

r.-i. r""^TriL. anir: ui- steer side* 

*r.::rT^ i soil* distanci vas 

<."*. :-. aanroroL- iioie> hal: hid 

?sr:2^- V ,1.... i^ vr-\ dunfui:: irr tne horses t 

\l: ^-jrts,. Ti:.- i;n- Tviii: fiora.. raised mi 

ix.*:» ij'.Mia.:- iiL. OTi.-. niiir^ o! whici: wei 

_ — "u\kI. i2. anoriK'. * araujrh: : 

*>.-«. --L on rrrmmaie. a?- sudden] 

."-: n-TTt-. jl: t 2v^: tmtftrea niion an ei 

^ "-^i — ::-:. .^.i::-.— r^^rrrv. iritii inxnriani 
Ai. ^. -:-;.- v ^ :.i:i.-jrviv».. iratti;. . and srni 
A. V--. *—•-''.;• L . sii:^ A- xc' a> the evi 

' -:-.rs^^ . ?»sirio: . presented 
'^^cr'rt: z£i mciuu o: the ( 
-^ ^ ^-xTTv-. . -^ASscrsJi. Tehi Here 

11 ~ ?ri=ai. ">-a.. 1"- I-iT.. . ^SatDTr aUC C( 

j»-> - "-,.i:rir?v ▼-::. rTi^->: jiSLStares. 

.-Ti. -^ -=-; • . -■•^ ^la, Juniii... vaier. : 

.:-^-?-^^ -'^^fc^'^ t ILiinn: vumibi 

V « '^ :,.-. 1^ -jjiiT- £r»T>a&nijr a> t tn 

^^-. ^j"^ u s^ 4-' s^^i: miies in 

^ ^ .^ ^.-3^ ' ^ . J— 2> Tcn:: ."5." roral iin 

- ^^ -• - •- -«- Ajawi. ^i-rT\. ^iii- tixquisiie 

aior: whitf pop 
■-Y ^«ai^T:x£ iite~ abeer and 

:^\ means of a 



▲ MODSRN SHEPHSRD-KINO. 167 

I the nerer-fidling reserroir below. This was 
of the sheep stations of Messrs. Arthur, who 
penetrated into this charming country firom the 

South Wales side, and had brought several 
leir flocks for the purpose of squatting upon 
i new pastures. Mr. Arthur — who had watched 
mingled astonishment and curiosity the distant 
oach of nine horsemen from a direction whence 
loropean had been observed to proceed before — 
made his appearance on horseback ; he received 
iovemor with great politeness, and conducted 
to one of the huts, where he invited us to assist 
in demolishing his supper, which was just 
'• We ate heartily of mutton chops and various 
vegetables ; the latter being the produce of a 

garden adjoining the hut, which spoke well 
le fisrtility of the soil and the industry of our 

Mr. Arthur, adorned with a beard of twelve 
hs* growth, and seated in his rude dweUing, sur- 
led by his dogs and tame magpies, possessed 
Gseling of freedom and thorough independence 
L one can never know in England. The walls 
3 hut, the troughs, seats, and various utensils, 
oitirely formed of white coral : this substance, 
fresh cut, is soft like salt, and easily hewn into 
bape ; but on exposure to the air it gradually 
OS, and becomes perfectly durable. 
y Oik. — All night it was '^ fleas venui dew :" 
liepherds and bullock-drivers belonging to the 
ti occupied every legitimate resting-place, and 
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separating Soath Australia from New South Wales 
— Bridgewater, and Discovery Bays — and the bold 
headland of Cape Northumberland, may all be 
traced from the brow of the crater. At the nor- 
thern base of Mount Schanck there are more 
drcalar limestone basins, but they do not contain 
hkes; H spring of excellent water, however, rises 
in one of them, and near it I found growing several 
plants of the blue forget-me-not. 

A ride of nine miles through a rich country, 
thiekly studded with stringy-bark and lofty black- 
vood trees, brought us to the foot of Mount Gam- 
bier; which is composed of the united shells or 
walls of three distinct craters (each containing a 
kke of water) that rise in abrupt peaks from a rich 
ttd level country composed of a dark volcanic soil. 
After toiling up the outward slopes of the mountain, 
ftt the most accessible place we could find, the sud- 
^n view of the interior of the largest crater burst 
opoQ us, and called forth our rapturous admiration. 
It was, indeed, a glorious and enchanting scene : a 
^t hollow basin, as it were, shut out from the 
Wbrld by the walls of lava that surrounded it, and 
^Yered with emerald verdure, burnished to a bright 
^"/^etalHe green by the golden tints of evening, that now 
fit up with a fairy-like radiance this smiling solitude, 
OQce the region of subterranean fires. Small hills, 
fike miniature craters, interspersed among plains 
*^d valleys carpeted with grass of the most velvet 
^oothness, scattered about with a few black wood 
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or mimosa trees, formed one portion of ihi 
chanted dell. At its western extremity, U 
above terrace rose along the side of the mou 
and caverns of beautiful red lava opened hei 
there. But the most fascinating sight, as we 
., gazing on this scene of pretematoral beautj 

* the deep still lake that filled the other half < 

crater : its black volcanic waters, never mffli 
the wind, lay in calm repose at the base of 
cliffs of pure white coral, every line of whicli 
mirrored on its tranquil bosom. Some tern 
skimming over the lake, and several smaller 
or ponds ornameuted the green carpet of thic 
drous spot ; that appeared more like some sc 
V enchantment, conjured up by the magic wa 

[■/ Prospero, than a bright and palpable reality. 

declining sun threw orange and amber reflc 
" : across the sky ; and as the light fiided awa 

'\ steep walls of the crater loomed solemn and te 

Ji the cold mists of night settled upon the lak 

' ? the scene of fairy loveliness was changed to < 

{ < lonely grandeur. All was still, save the shri 

! I of the owl ; and as the moon rose up from I 

*[';: the dark peaks of lava, the effect was beauti 

the extreme : the soft silvery light bathing 
object in that vapoury splendour which adds 
mity to the landscape. We bivouacked fc 
( night within the crater, our fires glimmerinj 

C stars along the edge of the lake. 

I About three miles from this place there is a 
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station belonging to Messrs. Henty, of Porthnd 
Bay. One of the stock-keepers fell in with onr 
party and promised to send over a piece of beef to 
en encampment at the bottom of the crater ; some 
Imrs elapsed, but the beef never came. A strange 
nmbling sound was noticed by Mr. Burr, but it 
was asmbed to the falling of loose rocks down the 
ftdes of the mountain. I accompanied the other 
itoek-keeper to the huts, which we reached after 
dambering strange and dreadful paths along the 
rige of precipices, by the uncertain light of the 
BKxm ; sometimes sinking in loose Volcanic soil and 
it others stumbling over rocks. About midnight 
fte unfortunate man, who had started with the beef, 
Ktomed ; crawling back to the hut half dead, with 
b shoulder dislocated and his collar-bone broken. 
He had tumbled down the crater, and the noise 
kfiard by Mr. Burr was the bucket containing the 
keef rolling down the precipice into the lake : 
wfcither the poor fellow would have gone with it, 
liad he not been saved by the trunk of a tree, against 
which he rolled in his perilous descent. At the hut 
one of the stockmen showed me a quantity of the 
l>eaatifally spotted skins of the dasyurus^ or native 
wit, which abounds in this locality ; his only pastime 
appeared to be the preparation of these skins, for 
which he obtains nine shillings a dozen at Portland 
Bay, whither he goes twice a year. At this station 
^^ procure their water from a subterranean lake, 
^ a cavern not far from the huts. I visited it at 

i2 
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night, my guide carrying a lamp of fat to direct osi 
ragged path. A steep descent, clothed on eachadi. 
with creeping plants, led to the entrance of the cavc^ 
an old gum tree had fallen across its mouth, ail' 
several glow-worms sparkled upon the rank yep- 
tation surrounding it. As we entered, it reminded 
me of the Istrian caves. Swallows came oat of Ik. 
ledges of rock, and flew against the lamp. The U^ 
was at the farther extremity, and its average deplk 
about twenty-five feet. 

May 1th. — At sunrise we started from the crilff 
of Mount Gambier, and^ descending the ontwirf 
slopes, passed through a splendid country towai4 
the Blufi^ ranges ; keeping more to the eastward tlna 
we had done on our former route. Numerous fiodEi 
of large kangaroo were feeding beneath the shadi 
of the trees, and nothing could exceed the fireshniai 
of the vegetation and the luxuriant character of Ae 
soil. On ascending the BIulF, we saw Bivoli fiif 
to the north-west, and a vast panorama eztendiog 
to the eastward like a level sea, with here and there 
the smoke of native fires rising in the distance. 
Bearings were taken from this point ; and a spring 
of fresh water being discovered gushing from beneatt 
a limestone rock at the foot of the range, we bivott- 
acked here for the night, after a tedious day's ride 
of more than forty miles on tired horses. 

May 8^A. — A small black and green cockatoo, of 
a species never seen before, was observed in the 
eucalyptus trees by several of our party. We 
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passed throngh a continuation of good country, with 
tea-tree swamps and grassy plains, leaving a range 
to our right, called Burr's range, and arrived at the 
reedy flats bordering on Lake Frome. The water of 
fltis lake was very slightly salt ; biscuit tufa lay in 
abundance along its shores, and native camps were 
numerous. On the brow of a steep, wooded hill, we 
surprised a party of natives, cooking their food 
ttound their fires. At our approach they flew down 
ike descent and hid amongst the bulrushes; but one 
old woman, unable to escape as speedily as the rest, 
bdiog flight useless, began to chatter very loud 
and last, pointing to her blind eye and her lean 
and withered arms, as objects of commiseration. 
*! Damper" was given to her, and she continued in 
W terror to chew it very fast, without swallowing 
9XIJ, untU she was almost choked ; when suddenly 
die. got hold of Gisborne's handkerchief, and made 
off with it : with a vigorous leap she plunged into 
die mud and reeds beneath, effecting her escape by 
^wling into the swamp and joining her wild com- 
, Panions ; to whom she doubtless recounted her ad- 
ventures that night, over a dish of fried tadpoles, 
^e examined the encampment from which its occu- 
pants had fled so precipitately, and found various 
J^askets resembling those of the Tattayarra tribes ; 
^th a narrow triangular shield, very similar to that 
^^ near King George's Sound. One of their 
'^skets contained a piece of lava from Mount 
^mbier, a large biscuit tufa, a long white stone. 
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a iLeep bell, sk bomciaiig^ aad a Innp off 
fifet^ Rfdcfre one fire wcse fijing a "i^imitj «f loy 
iwall modlagiDoad fides, which the naaiwm 
m wein apon the swmmfs and m the ahaUow 
of Lake Trfjmt ; and at anmher fiie they had 
Tioaniing aqoaUe beetks, which here fivm am ailkh 
irf food amongst these miseraUe creatmes. 

At night we regained the depot at BItqIi Jkf, 
after tiaving trayersed nearly 200 nules of coaaiij; 
the greatest portion of which was a rich soil, 
ing e^^llent pastore, and was fdemtifiillj 
with water* 

During oor absence, a sarrejr of the bay had 
made by the sappers and miners ; the cattle U 
refreshed tliemselvesy and the sea-lion was caKfidjf 
skinned and preserved for the Moseam. In As 
stomach of this amphibious animal, whidi wm 
very lax, were found five stones weighing sevenl 
pounds, and the remains of sqidd and small SA' 
bones ; the flesh was exceedingly muscular, and Ae 
skin was so Iicavy as to be a good load for a hono. 

Mai/ dth. — Leaving Bivoli Bay we fell in wA 
two very droll natives, the only ones who had mads 
bold to approach our camp ; both were in a state of 
nudity. One of these fellows was a perfect supple* 
jack : ho danced and capered about as though hs 
woro flUed with quicksilver. We mounted them oa 
horsoH, from which they were continually tumbliag 
off, and they travelled with us all day. When wt 
encamped at our old resting-place, near Lake Hav* 
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den, they, by signs, requested permission to remain 

liy our fires ; which we allowed them to do, and gave 

ikem, for supper, the head and refuse of a sheep 

Alt was just killed and hung up to a tree near the 

tents. They showed great surprise on seeing our 

Tirious utensils and articles of cookery. So modest 

md well-behayed did these artful gentlemen appear, 

tbt they would not touch the slightest article of 

6od without first asking permission by signs ; and 

, ftey so iar gained our confidence that one of them 

ns adorned with a tin plate^ suspended round his 

neck by a string, on which was inscribed, '^ Good 

I Kative." In the dead of the ni^ht we were all 

; nued by the unusual barking of the dogs ; at first 

[ Hwas supposed the wild dogs were " rushing" the 

[ dteep; but, as the tumult increased, the Serjeant- 

Major unwrapped his opossum rug, and looked 

^frnni for his hat, to go and ascertain the cause of 

tb disturbance. To his surprise, he found that his 

W had vanished. The hat of his companion, who 

1«7 next him near the fire, was also nowhere to be 

^nd ; and casting his eyes to the spot where the 

^p hung suspended firom the tree, he saw in a 

''•wnent that our fond hopes for the morrow's repast 

^re blighted, for the sheep too bad disappeared. 

^e whole camp was roused, when it was ascer- 

^ned that forks, spoons, and the contents of the 

governor's canteen — pannikins, and other articles 

^ere likewise missing, and that our two remarkably 

"^le natives had left us under cover of the night. 
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A council of war was held : black Jixnniy protested 
that it was useless to follow their tracks till (he 
morning, and that from the nature of the eountij 
they had, doubtless, taken to the swamps, walking 
in the water, so that pursuit was in vain. We had 
been completely duped by these artful and defer 
fellows ; who probably had a large party of their 
colleagues lying in ambush amidst the surroundiiig 
swamps, ready to assist in conveying away the stolen 
property. Retaliation was useless ; and we eon* 
tented ourselves by giving utterance to our impre- 
cations, and commenting on the audacity and con- 
ning of the rogues until daybreak. 

May Wth. — Several of our horses were lost Ihb 
morning, and we searched for miles through gnaij 
valleys in various directions before we found them; 
expecting every moment to meet a group of hostik 
natives rising from behind a clump of bashes : we 
saw some with far too many spears for ordinary use^ 
and imagined that our return had been anticipated 
in this quarter. Near Guichen Bay, a plain was 
crossed, strewn with tufa of a globular shape. The 
appearance of these peculiar forms of ta& may be 
thus accounted for : the water on these flats, whieh 
is very shallow, holds lime in solution, and the linie 
gradually forms round a nucleus, producing the flat 
biscuit-like tufa of various sizes, which covers so maoj 
of the plains ; whilst the round balls have their origin 
in deeper water saturated with lime, where the noe- 
leus, having rolled over and over, has become equally 
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billed with a deposit of lime on mil sides. A 
Mms fhngns, <^ m eap-Hke sbape, occaired in the 
Mghboorhood of onr tents. 

- This night we foond onrsehres to be 220 miles 
fiom Adelaide. Whilst we were encamped a thnn- 
der-fltonn broke oyer oar heads accompanied by 
torrents of rain ; the noise of the thnnder exactly 
leBemUed the rending of canvass: 

M(y 12lft. — ^To-day the GoTemor left ns» and 
poshed on tor the settled districts, attended by four 
of the mounted police. 

' On the 15th the drays reached the Salt Creek. 
Boring the night we had a dreadfiil gale ; the tent 
^nuB torn up by the violence of the wind and we 
pused a miserably wet night. At daybreak Gis- 
Itonie and myself started across the country for 
Adehude, a distance of 160 miles, steering by the 
«on for Lake Albert. We struck across the desert,, 
te avoid passing the night amongst the Milmendura 
M)e on the Coorong. At sunset we saw the lake 
from a lull, distant about fifteen miles, but we 
despaired of reaching it, as our horses were so 
blocked up that we had to drag them after us, and 
not a drop of water was to be found in this inhos- 
ptable desert. Late at night we gained its shore, 
^d both ourselves and our horses rushed into the 
muddy and brackish water, to slake our extreme 

It was a dismal night, and the low moaning of 
^^ ocean lashing against the sand-hills, made a 

I 6 
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melancholy sound. We followed the margin of the 
lake, in hopes of finding the farthest outrstation ot 
the South Australian Company's shepherds; and tin 
welcome sound of the barking of a dog. directed v 
to a shelter: it proved to be a miserable hoi-Hi 
most wretched hovel — ^without any door, and throng^ 
the doorway the violence of the storm beat mfiit 
unmercifully upon* the repose of its xm£aftUa$k 
tenants. Gisborne and I sat by the fire during Ae 
remainder of the night, for the insects were too at- 
noying for us to attempt a reclining po^tioa. We 
gladly breakfasted upon a piece of filthy mutton, 
without plates ; while our forlorn hosts, whose loob 
and appearance bespoke them to be in the eztraM 
stage of despondent misery, stood over the fire A 
their shirts, recounting happy days that to thes 
were past, never to return. Their bedding hai 
been retained at the Murray, and their only aonrtt 
of amusement was an old history of England and 
a very dilapidated copy of Shakespeare. lib 
many others in a similar condition, they had ODtt 
moved in the sphere of gentlemen, and their present 
situation was indeed one ill-suited to their tastes. 

18^A May. — We crossed the Murray in safety wiA 
our horses ; and, according to directions we had rfr* 
reived at the crossing-place, followed ap the rigbt 
bank of the river, in hopes of finding a cattle stir 
tion at which to obtain food and shelter fer the 
night. The shades of evening drew on, but no 
station appeared in view : we had been misinfiinned 
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to the distance ; and after leading our worn-out 
hoTBeSy till long after dark, in a hopeless search, we 
. were compelled to pass a dreary night, without food, 
I fire or shelter, in a pine forest on the banks of the 
k Murray. It was freezing all night, and the wild 
c dogs came round us in packs, mingling their fiendish 
ii yells with the cry of the curlew and bittern feeding 
r ia the marshes. We were benumbed with cold ; the 
white firost spread over the grass, and a chill mist 
hung along the margin of the river. There was no 
moon, but we anxiously watched the stars from their 
meridian to their setting, and the first gleam of 
light in the east was the signal of our departure. 
Our horses were too fatigued for us to ride, and. 
leading them behind us, we struck into the scrub ; 
steering, without a path, direct for Mount Barker, 
which rose as a beacon in the purple distance, about 
thirty miles beyond. All day we toiled along on foot ; 
and, parched with thirst and nearly dead with hun- 
ger, we pushed our way through a dense scrub, over 
a barren and sandy desert, until the evening closed 
in. We saw the sun go down over the direction of 
Adelaide, as we sat on the brow of a rocky hill, from 
which the good country looked like a promised laud, 
and the coarse of the Bremer was distinctly visible. 
We had had neither food nor water for a night and 
two days, and both ourselves and our horses were 
well nigh worn out : more than once Gisborne's mare 
lay down, as if to die. We listened ; and, borne on the 
still air of the evening, we thought we heard the 
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bleating of sheep. We listened ag^ain, and were 
deceived. I, being the least exhausted of the 1 
made for the direction whence the welcome soi 
proceeded, and reached a shepherd's hut, near wl 
many hundred sheep were folded for the night. 
I was preparing to start back with water and *^ i 
per" for my friend, I heard his voice at the doo 
the hut, asking charity. We passed the night 1 
in a truly wretched hovel ; but it was to us a lax 
in exchange for starvation. 

We were regaled with tea out of a huge tea-ke 
whose functions were evidently disorganised; 
holes in its sides were stopped with rags^ and 
accumulated tea-leaves of several months had fori 
a black and unsavoury mass, which half filled 
capacious interior. We lay on a crazy chest, as 
only safe retreat from the fleas ; whilst the tl 
shepherds occupied a stretcher of sheep-skins in 
corner of the hut. Next day we reached Mo 
Barker, a distance of ten or a dozen miles, wl 



I- 



we met with kind friends, good cheer, and a wi 
welcome ; and on the following afternoon we reac 
Adelaide. There we forgot the perils and privati 
of the Bush, amidst the bright eyes and the 
forms that joined in the festive dance at his £z 
lency's ball. 
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CHAPTER V. 

KANGAROO ISLAND AND PORT LINCOLN. 

It was late in the eyening of a fine autumnal day 
that, in company with his Excellency and a few 
friends, I embarked on board the Government 
cutter commanded by Captain Lipson, R.N. It 
was arranged that we were to visit Rivoli Bay, and 
from thence proceed to Kangaroo Island and Port 
I^ncoln. A brilliant full moon was rising over 
Monnt Lofty, as, with a fair breeze, we sailed down 
the Gulf. Next day we passed Rapid Bay and 
rounded Cape Jervis. Off Haynes's whale fishery 
it fell calm : the sun was very hot, and the penguins 
continually popped up their heads above water, 
uttering their singular cry. In the evening we 
landed in a romantic cove between Cape Jervis and 
Encounter Bay ; the hills rose steep on each side, 
and down the glen ran a stream of fresh water : it 
had been a favourite camping-place with the natives, 
and numerous remains of their ovens were scattered 



182 baokstair's passage. — lacepede bat. 

along the beach. In Backstair's Passage, which 
separates Kangaroo Island from the main, the tide 
runs three knots an hour. We again set sail with 
the tide ; two flat-topped rocks called the Pages, bear- 
ing E.S.E. The moon rose grandly over the Mil- 
mendura shores, and a light breeze during the nigbt 
carried us forty miles in a direction parallel to the 
coast. In the middle watch of the following night, 
the cry of " breakers ahead all along, and a lotr 
sandy point," caused the course to be altered, and 
we stood out to sea. Next day we made the coast 
again near Boss's Creek : the depth of the water at 
a quarter of a mile from the shore was only two asd 
a half fathoms. We entered Lacepede Bay, wh^ 
the water was very smooth inside the ree& ; and the 
bearings of the top of Mount Benson and the low 
ranges beyond Cape Jaffa were taken. The wici 
from the southward now freshened into a stroog 
breeze, and in endeavouring to beat round Cap6 
Jaffa we encountered a tremendous sea, that made 
the cutter flounder about in an unusual manner. 
It was evident that reefs extend a long way oot 
from this dangerous point, and from the way ift 
which the surf boiled and foamed, we must hav^ 
been in very shallow water. Presently, down wett^ 
the cutter, plunging her head in the waves, 9$^ 
carrying away her bowsprit and all the fore-rig*^ 
ging. It was nearly midnight ; the cutt«r w^ 
almost unmanageable, and we were tossing about i^ 
a tempestuous sea, full of rocks and dumb breaker^ 
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A square sail was rigged, with a jury bowsprit, and 
we ran back dead before the wind, which favoured 
oar return to Elangaroo Island. All the following 
day it blew a south-east gale, and in twenty-four 
hoars, after our disaster amongst the breakers of 
Cape Jaffa, we cast anchor in Nepean Bay, on the 
north side of ELangaroo Island. 

Nearly opposite to our anchorage was the settle- 
ment of ELingscote, where the South Australian Com- 
pany first established themselves, before they crossed 
to the mainland. This place is now all but deserted ; 
only a few scattered families occupy several of the 
houses, and the numerous and expensive buildings 
erected by the Company, stand as monuments to tell 
of the fearful wreck of property that occurred here. 
The position of Kingscote, as viewed from the Bay, is 
pleasing, and the flags displayed on shore on our 
arrival lent an air of gaiety to the scene. 

The want of water, and the almost total absence 
of good soil, have been the causes of the settlers 
abandoning this place. Indeed, no one in their 
senses would think of settling upon a rocky and 
barren island, three-fourths of which is covered 
with an inhospitable and dense scrub of eucalyptus, 
and where water is in many places very scarce. 
The geographical position of ELingscote, on the map, 
might appear an El Dorado to those at home, but 
in selecting it as a place of settlement, the all essen- 
tial requisites were overlooked. A road is cut 
through, the scrub for several miles to the Com- 
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pany*s farm, where there is an open flat of gnMj 
land ; and numerous little clearings, or com*gardeiii, 
mark the labour of the early colonists, who had the 
misfortune to land on this barren spot, instead of 
proceeding at once to the rich and fertile distrieti 
across the Gulf. 

Before the European settlers landed in 1834, 
Kangaroo Island had been for many years tlie 
resort of whalers and sealers, who led a Cmsoe- 
like life, without law or restraint ; they hunted the 
seals along the coast, and the wallaby through 
the scrub, and at certain periods bartered tlie 
skins they had procured for clothing and Euro- 
pean commodities, tobacco, powder, &c. These 
articles were supplied them at enormoasly higk 
prices, by a class of men commanding small yesseli 
from Sydney and Hobart Town, that toached at 
Kangaroo Island, and derived a lucratiye profit 
from trading in these skins. The sealers went bf 
the name of " Islanders," and lived in small huts in 
the various bays, especially at a place called Ameri- 
can river. Occasionally they made excursions in 
boats across to the mainland, about Cape Jervis, 
where they would surprise the natives at their 
encampments, and carry off several of their women, 
with whom they lived as wives. Some of these 
primitive "islanders" are still residing here: we 
met with one man who had lived twenty-two yean 
on the island before the European settlers landed. 
He told us that' formerly emu and kangaroo were 
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Damerous, though they are now extinct : the last 
emu having been killed by his wife several years 
back ; and that their native women were so expert 
in hunting wallaby through the scrub, as to procure 
many thousand skins annually. 

Of the wallaby skins the native women manufac- 
tured large sleeping rugs, which are used in all 
parts of the Australian ^^ bush" by the settlers, and 
form most comfortable wrappers when passing the 
night on the bare ground. 

Ant-eaters and opossums are still frequent, and 
pelicans abound on the lagoons. The poem of the 
'* Pelican Island" is stated to have originated in the 
author reading Flinders's description of the Pelican 
liagoon near Nepean Bay. 

• Many romantic and sandy bays indent the coast 
of Kangaroo Island ; and on some of these sheltered 
beaches, that elegant and delicate shell the Paper 
Nautilus is occasionally thrown up in considerable 
numbers : a strong northerly gale drives them out 
of Spencer's Gulf, and they are washed on shore, in 
a good state of preservation, amongst the soft grass- 
like weed in which they lie embedded. The mutton 
bird, a species of petrel, which breeds on the rocky 
sides of Althorpe Island, is periodically sought after 
by the islanders who visit the Althorpes in search of 
the eggs and the young birds : the latter are dried 
and pickled, and, though rank and fishy to most 
palates, they are esteemed as a delicacy by these 
men, and valued accordingly. A species of prickly 
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acacia grows luxuriantly amongst the scrub on mMl 
parts of the island. It is only known on thenua 
land as occurring in the immediate vicinity of Cipi 
Jervis, but, owing to its rapid growth and eompid 
bushy nature, it is now becoming cultivated aroui 
Adelaide : it forms an admirable garden hedge, inr 
pervious to all intrusion. 

After a few days spent at ELangaroo Ishmd, m 
proceeded to Port lincoln, on the western ttde d 
Spencer's Gulf. In Investigator's Straits we kil 
fine easterly weather, and Kangaroo Island pie- 
sented at sunrise a most beautiful appearance ; Ai 
dewy mists lying in voluminous wreatha over di 
land, and the long line of cliflb that form its 
northern boundary, glowing in the transparent sol' 
shine. We anchored close to Althorpe Island doriDg 
the night ; where the confused tumnlt arising bm 
the screams of innumerable sea*fowl uttering ihflir 
wild harpy-like shrieks, was deafening to us, and if 
distinctly heard for miles. These strange discordaii 
sounds contributed not a little to the dreary asped 
of this sea-girt rock, that rose darkly^ with its 
saddle-back summit^ against the light of the ascend- 
ing moon. 

Next morning we passed the Gambier Isles, €M 
of which makes like a wedge from the eastward. 
To our left was Thistle Island, which is several 
miles long, and afibrds good pasture for sheqi. 
Two brothers, who were shipmates of mine firoa 
England, have settled here with their flocks, and 
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the sole oecupants of this picturesque island. 
On its northern shores immense numbers of the 
nautilus shells are thrown up ; it being the barrier to 
Spencer's Gulf, the placid waters of which afford 
shelter to these delicate creatures, which are driven 
by the northerly wind on to the shores of Thistle 
Island. 

Between Thistle Island and Cape Catastrophe on 
tbe mainland^ is Thorny Passage, a dangerous strait 
interspersed with islands. In this passage, Flinders 
lost his boat's crew, and the various islands bear the 
names of those who were drowned on that melan- 
choly occasion. 

On rounding Cape Doddington we came in sight 
of the entrance to the splendid harbour of Port 
lincoln. The first object that strikes the eye is 
Stanford Hill, on the summit of which is a white 
obelisk, erected to the memory of Flinders by Lady 
Franklin : marking the spot from whence that cele- 
brated navigator first beheld Spencer's Gulf. 

At the entrance of Boston Bay, which forms one 
of the two harbours called Port Lincoln, is Boston 
Island ; a hilly and romantic-looking spot, scattered 
here and there with casuarina trees and clumps of 
various shrubs, and its shores indented by a succes- 
sion of deep bays. It is uninhabited: only a solitary 
grave oceupies a glen, on that side of the island 
which looks towards the settlement from across tbe 
Bay. It is a sweet spot to rest in ; for every setting 
son bathes that glen in its departing splendour, tell- 
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ing of still brighter glories beyond the tomb. Mf 
friend Mr. Hailes, of Port Lincoln, has favonrei 
me with the following sonnet, which he entitles 

THE ISLAND GRAVE. 

'' Pining, she reached this shore ; and onr bland air 
Upon her lovely cheek prolonged the smile. 
And held his prey from grisly Death awhile. 
The respite o'er, we^ as she bade tu, bare 
Her clay to yon lone isle, and laid it where 
Trees, clustering, shade the yale — a most sweet g^ye— 
Reached by the moan of the sorrounding wave : 
Nought else that 's human lives or moulders there. 
If viewless things the ranks of being swell- 
Fairies or nymphs — upon that isle they dweU ; 
And there, perchance, her gentle soul doth brood-— 
Where beams, hues, odours, sounds, do ever meet 
From dawn till starlight dies — ^sweet chasing sweet ; 
And from man's cloudy world no shadow dares intrude." 

The settlement of Port Lincoln is beaatifallf 
situated, as regards picturesque appearance: the 
hills around are clothed with casuarina, and fine 
sheep-runs occur in the vicinity ; but the houses an 
mostly built along the sand near the water's edge, 
and many of them have been deserted by the 
settlers, who have left for Adelaide. Perhaps about 
thirty families compose the entire population of thii 
little settlement, which is almost shut out from the 
world ; their only communication with the more 
settled and flourishing portions of the colony being 
by means of two small cutters that trade to Ade- 
laide. My last letters informed me that for ten 
weeks no vessel had entered the harbour. The 
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remote position of the district, and the outrages 
sommitted by the natives up^on the earlier settlers, 
ure amongst the causes of the decline of this other- 
wiBB favourable settlement. Yet, as South Australia 
continues to progress so rapidly, I doubt not but 
that in a few years. Port Lincoln, with its magnifi- 
cent harbour, will become a place of importance 
and resort. 

The Government cutter cast anchor in Boston 
Bay, and no sooner was the flag hoisted, than all 
the inhabitants were drawn up upon the beach to 
receive his Excellency. It was extremely amusing 
to observe the contrast between the half-dozen sol- 
diers, who presented arms upon the beach at the 
moment of our landing, and the groups of savages 
rushing down from their tmrlies, and running naked 
along the sand. All work was suspended, and the 
occasion was celebrated by a general holiday through- 
out the settlement. Several hundred natives had 
assembled — ^belonging chiefly to the Parnkalla, the 
Nauo, and the Battara tribes — in expectation of 
having a supply of flour served out to them as 
a present on the arrival of the Governor, in which 
they were not disappointed. During the evening 
they were all gathered together in front of the bar- 
racks, and desired to sit down ; which they did, the 
men forming one large semicircle, and the women 
and children sitting apart, at a distance of some 
yards. They each received the flour in their dirty 
kangaroo-skins, and then set to making " dampers." 
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It was very amusing to see tbem all attempting 
knead their flour and form their cakes after t 
fashion of the Europeans : some mixed their alio 
ance with water into a paste on their skin doal 
and ate it immediately ; while others, who had mo 
patience^ baked their *' dampers" in the ashes 
the neighbouring fires. Amongst the natives ooi 
gregated on this occasion were one or two oonnedi 
with the murder of some of the settlers a few yei 
since; and, although well-known aocomplices in tiioi 
crimes, no evidence can be bronght forward to ooi 
vict these individuals: they, however, have, mit 
lately, fought shy of the neighbourhood of the setA 
ment, and been living in continual dread of punid 
ment. One of these men, Milliltie — who m 
marked out as having thrown one of the spef 
that killed young Hawson — being a remarkaV 
wild-looking fellow, I began sketching him ; wh 
he suddenly bolted, imagining that I was exenaA 
some witchcraft over him, by which means his r 
deeds might be discovered. 

Up to the month of March, 1842, the white ai 
black races of men inhabiting the neighbourhood 
Port-Lincoln had pursued their widely differe 
modes of existence without hostile collision, save 
the instance of poor little Frank Hawson. His fa 
was a sad one. Near Kirton Point, behind a rain 
house, once occupied by his friends, that stands aloi 
in the scrub overlooking the sea, is his solitai 
grave, enclosed by a wooden paling, and overgron 
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b a few geraninms and other cultivated flowers, 
met his death at a lovely and romantic spot, about 
en miles from the settlement. The now unoccu- 
i hut is situated on the edge of a long and winding 
ley, and from the westward runs a small stream, 
ich terminates near the hut in a sheet of water. 

the forenoon of Monday, the 6th of October, 
iO, a party of natives, consisting of ten or a 
len men and boys, called at this hut, and invited 
ink Hawson, who was only twelve years old, and 
ne in the hut, to accompany them in the pursuit 
kangaroo. On his refusal they asked for food, 
I he supplied them with bread and rice, and fire 
30ok with. They also asked for his gun, which 
3d by his side, but this he refused to part with ; 
also kept a sword in his hand to intimidate them, 
; made no demonstration of using it. They de- 
id to enter the hut, which he would not permit 
m to do. Closing the door, he boldly placed 
iself on the outer side to obstruct their entrance ; 
en two spears— one thrown by a middle-aged man, 
[pother by a boy — entered his chest and lungs. 
Dugh thus desperately wounded, the brave, high- 
rited boy found strength to fire at his assailants ; 
1 the man fell, but getting up again, ran off with 

companions. The gallant fellow was alone 

that day ; and when, late in the evening, one of 

brothers arrived at the hut, he was found with 

! spears still sticking in his body, and engaged in 

leavouring to bum off the shafts at the fire. His 
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brother was unable to extract the barbs ; but some 
little relief was afforded by cutting the shafts off 
close to the wounds. Placed on his brother's horsi^ 
the suffering boy was carried to the settlem^ 
where but very inefficient aid was to be obtained: 
the nearest hope of surgical assistance was at Ade- 
laide, whither he must have been conveyed in aa j 
open whale-boat across the sea for nearly 300 miles! 
The spears being barbed, could not be extracted; 
and after enduring the most excruciating pain, 
almost without a murmur, for six days, the herob 
boy expired on the night of Saturday, the lOth Oc- 
tober. 

In March, 1842, other murders were perpetrated, 
which, fi*om their wholesale character, and the ab» 
sence of all provocation on the part of the victims, 
spread a feeling of dismay throughout the small 
community at Port-Lincoln. On the 2nd of that 
month Mr. John Brown, a flockowner, and a youth 
named Joseph Lovelock, who was acting as hat- 
keeper, both fell by the hands of the natives. The 
site of Mr. Brown's station was in a hollow, imme- 
diately surrounded on all sides with hills ; so that 
the natives might approach close to the hut, and ye^ 
awaken in the occupants no suspicion of their pre* 
sence. . On the evening of the fatal day, Mr. BrowA 
shepherd, who had been out with the flocks, wa3 
tending them homewards ; when arrived within * 
mile or so of the hut, his master's dog came to W*^ 
and howled dismally. Approaching nearer, he was 
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irprised to find that his flock would not cross a 
nail brook, which intervened between them and 
lieir fold ; and on searching to discover the cause, 
le found the dead body of Mr. Brown on the slope 
)f a hill, immediately above the brook. He was 
lying on his back, with one arm stretched out ; 
his face was smeared with blood, his head was 
much battered, and he had received no less than 
^gbt spear wounds in difierent parts of his body. 
In his bosom was thrust a book — a circumstance 
which renders it probable that he was reading when 
the attack commenced. Near the corpse lay a belt 
of opossum fur, and the foot-marks of the natives 
Were numerous around the spot. 

The shepherd proceeded to the hut, the door and 
^ndow of which were opeh, and the fowls went in 
>nd out unmolested. He called, but no one an- 
swered. He then repaired to the station of a neigh- 
houring flock-holder, whose hut-keeper returned 
with him to the premises, which they carefully 
examined. The store-room had been forced open, 
^d the flour taken away, and tea and other articles 
Were scattered about on the floor. The watch-dog 
"^^s found beneath his kennel, which had been over- 
turned ; but Joe Lovelock, the lad who had been 
eft in charge of the hut, was nowhere to be seen, 
'fext day, the mounted police found seve^J^^ tracks 
^f natives in the rear of the hut, which. Jed- them to 
appose that the lad had escaped on that 8id|;, and 
^^en pursued by the blacks. Atu distance, of ^flt« 
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yards was found a spear fixed in the ground, the 
top of which was broken off; and about twenty yard* 
farther lay a musket recently discharged, with the 
stock much shattered. The poor boy had evidentl/ 
kept up a running fight with his merciless pursuers. 
The whole day was spent in vainly searching for the 
body, and it was not until the evening of the fourth day 
after the murder, that the remains of Lovelock were 
discovered in a dry part of the bed of the river, 
about seventy yards from the hut. His face and 
skull were much bruised, as if with wirris, and a 
spear-wound penetrated nearly to his heart. At 
his feet was found a pistol loaded with ball, which 
had been snapped, but without effect. 

Scarcely had the excitement produced by these 
sad occurrences subsided, when others yet more- 
melancholy, because involving a greater loss of life, 1 
succeeded. The scene of this latter tragedy was at 
the sheep-station of Mr. EoUes Biddle. About 
noon on the fatal day, the 29th March 1842, Mr. 
Biddle, with Charles Tubbs and his wife, who were 
elderly people, and a man called Fastins, were at 
the hut. Several natives had been observed linger- 
ing about in the neighbourhood, and the voices of 
others were heard shouting at a distance. Fastins 
went out to them, when three spears were thrown at 
him, and he retreated towards the hut, followed by 
a shower of these barbed weapons; but he agaii* 
went out and threw them a loaf — with which, 
and a quantity of potatoes previously dug, tbej 
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retired. In an hour's time they returned, surround- 
ing the hut to the number of forty, and flinging 
firom all sides a volley of spears, one of which 
wounded Fastins in the leg. Mr. Biddle then fired 
oflF a pistol. This was immediately followed by a 
general rush of all the savages, who surrounded the 
hut ; and the Europeans, who had hitherto presented 
a face outside, were forced into the interior. Tubbs 
then fired his double-barrelled gun, and two of the 
blacks, as he thought, fell. Exasperated at this, 
tbe natives began to break down the wall, and 
through the breach, as well as the windows, poured 
an incessant volley of spears. Fastins snapped his 
gun, but the charge did not go off, and Mr. Biddle 
then fired a second pistol; when, at this moment, all 
the Europeans were forced to the ground by the 
influx of their savage assailants. Old Tubbs, the 
only survivor, in narrating the matter, says, " The 
hut appeared filled with spears." The poor old 
woman crept under the bed ; all received separate 
wounds, and each pulled out the spears as they 
were thrown, no farther effort on their part being 
possible. At length a spear entered the breast of 
Mr. Biddle, who could only exclaim, — "Tfti, Charles, 
I am a dead man !" and immediately expired. One 
of the natives seized a pitchfork, and with this horr 
rible weapon made repeated thrusts at Fastins in 
several parts of his body ; then, drawing the bed- 
stead from its place, they inflicted the same torture 
on Mrs. Tubbs, whom they also shockingly wounded 
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with a pair of sheep-shears. Fastins complained (i( 
extreme pain, and, pointing to a pistol which lay on 
the floor, implored Tubbs to blow out his bnuBi. 
Old Mrs. Tubbs, seeing that her husband was not 
mortally injured, said to him, — ** Charles, if yd 
escape alive, promise me that you will go to Eng- 
land." She had scarcely ceased speaking, when i 
spear entered his left eye, and he became insenabk. 
He had previously extracted six of these weapov 
from his own body ! Some hours after (he thoagU 
near sunset) the old man recovered coDscioiisnaii 
The natives had disappeared, naturally beUe^ 
that their work of death was complete. On the 
floor of the hut lay the three murdered inmates: 
though in the body of his wife life was not yet 
extinct. The fence was on fire, and the roof of tta 
hut had just ignited. Weak as he was, he yet toie 
down part of the fence, and drew two pails of 
water ; but, finding his efforts to extinguish the firt 
unavailing, he dragged the three bodies to the outer 
side of the hut, beyond the reach of the flames, and 
then commenced drawing out the spears from the 
bodies of his murdered companions. After sunset, 
the shepherds arrived with their flocks at the scene 
of carnage, and found Tubbs lying by bis wife, too 
weak to answer their eager inquiries, and only able 
to make them understand that he implored them 
not to leave him alone. It was very touching to 
hear the blind and bereaved old man relate the 
events of that fearful tragedy in his own arlletf 
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.manner. Two of the natives most prominently 
engaged in these ferocious deeds, called Narraby 
and Kultia, were taken and executed ; and a third, 
named Moullia, less active in the attack, but present 
on the occasion of the massacre, was imprisoned at 
Adelaide for three years. 

In the month of June, the same year, Mr. C, C. 
I>atton,with four assistants, left Port Lincoln with a 
herd of cattle, intending to drive them to Adelaide 
OTcrland, by travelling round the head of Spencer's 
Oiilf. Several of the settlers accompanied them for 
the first day or two of their journey, amongst whom 
was my friend Mr. Hailes, who thus described to 
me his visit to Biddle's station. '' The dray-track, 
which, for the most part, winds through a succes- 
mon of grassy valleys, was here possessed of much 
melancholy interest. A mile or two on our left lay 
the scene of young Hawson's murder ; a few miles 
farther on to the right stood the deserted station of 
Mr. Brown ; and shortly after, we arrived at the 
spot where Mr. Biddle and his people had so 
recently been massacred. The ashes of the hut 
were still fresh ; mignonette, stocks, and many 
other European flowers, yet triumphed over the 
trampled wreck of property, and bade fair to weave 
a flowery covering above broken ware, old rusty 
implements, and a variety of shreds and patchei. ^ 
that were profusely scattered amongst their rooti* . . 
There was also a field of self-sown wheat; Mid. at „ 
variety of small birds darted to and fro in the sun- 
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shine, and, with their simple and cheerful mumc, 
seemed to rejoice in the prospect of a harvest all 
their own. Yet these natural blandishments had 
but the eflTect which the sound of boisterous mirth 
has on the ear of the bereaved mourner."* 

Mr. Dutton and his party went forth confident of 
success, but they never reached their destination; and 
it is supposed that they also were cut off by the na- 
tives at the head of the gulf. The Parnkalla tribe j 
would not admit that they had been massacred; but 
last March two natives arrived at the settlement 
from a distant excursion to the northward, bringing 
intelligence that leaves but little doubt of their fate. 
Near the head of the gulf, say they, two of the $vc 
white men came suddenly upon a group of native 
women belonging to a tribe called Nukunnu, whick 
differs widely in dialect, customs, and in the imple- 
ments that they use, from the tribes that wander 
in the neighbourhood of Port Lincoln. They state 
that the white men took hold of two of the natives 
by the wrists — probably to detain them in order to 
elicit information respecting water ; and the women, 
being much alarmed (having never before seen indi- 
viduals differing in colour from themselves), uttered 
that shrill and peculiar cry which penetrates so fi^ 
into their native solitudes ; when the men of tb^ 
tribe, throwing aside their skin mantles and speard* 
bounded to the spot and despatched the Europeaa^ 

* A gallows has since been erected on the spot, upon which tl>^ 
two principal murderers were executed. 
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with their waddies. The remaining three, who 
afterwards came up with the drays, shared the 
flame fate as their companions. The natives pos- 
sessed themselves of the clothing ; but the flour 
tbey scattered on the ground, being totally unac- 
quainted with its use. Mr. Button's horse and 
•aeveral of the bullocks returned to their accustomed 
pastures at Port Lincoln. 

With one other mournful narrative, I will com- 
plete this chapter of horrors. In August 1844, 
Messrs. Darke and Theakston left Port Lincoln, 
accompanied by two other individuals, for the pur- 
pose of exploring the country to the north-westward. 
On the 22nd of October, the expedition being then 
^bout 160 miles from Port Lincoln, natives for the 
first time made their appearance. Mr. Darke gave 
them sugar, damper, and some other articles : the 
sugar they ate, but would not make use of the 
damper. On the following morning Mr. Darke 
proceeded unarmed to a short distance, leaving 
Mr. Theakston in the tent with one of the men ; 
the other being at a distance getting in the bullocks. 
Mr. Darke had not been absent many minutes, 
when he was heard to utter a cry, as of pain, which 
was followed by a shout from the natives. Theak- 
ston instantly ran towards the spot with his rifle, 
and seeing a native in the act of throwing a spear, 
fired, but missed his aim. The native quickly dis- 
appeared in the scrub, followed by about twenty 
others, whose presence was not previously suspected. 
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Mr. Theakston found his companion on the groan 
one spear had entered the abdomen, a second 1 
hip, and a third (a barbed one) remained fixed 
the knee. The spears were, with great difficulty, 
tracted, and the wounded man complained macl 
pain ; observing that no doubt could now be enl 
tained of the fate of Mr. Button's party. With « 
rence to the attack on himself, Mr. Darke exprea 
an opinion that the natives had intended to sorpi 
and cut off the whole party, but that his appearai 
amongst them alone and defenceless had temp 
them to a partial and premature development 
their plan. Much anxiety was felt for the man i 
had gone in search of the bullocks ; and had he : 
returned, the two survivors of the party would p 
bably have perished, as the bullocks would not h 
been recovered. After two hours, their driver, i 
had not seen a single native, returned. He owed 
preservation to the instinct of the bullocks ; whi 
during the preceding night, had strayed in a dir 
tion contrary to that they had usually taken: dou 
less to avoid the concealed natives ; for it is 
remarkable fact, that Australian cattl||k warned p 
bably by scent, become aware of the approach 
natives at a very long distance; and, should ac 
dent bring them into closer proximity, they in 
up their heads and scamper away like a herd 
wild buffaloes. 

Mr. Darke having been slung in the dray, 1 
party turned their steps in a homeward directio 
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tbe wounded man groaning heavily from extreme 
pain. Next day mortification ensued, and before 
midnight he expired. Disliking the idea of being 
buried in that solitary wilderness, Mr. Darke expressed 
m hope that he might reach the settlement, or at least 
the sea-shore alive. As the power of the party to 
affect their own return was problematical, to attempt 
to carry forward the body was impossible. A grave 
was therefore dug for it on the spot ; and the 
timple and melancholy funeral over, the survivors 
iet fire to the grass, and thus eradicated all traces 
m£ the grave : which might otherwise have excited 
the curiosity of the natives, and induced them to 
disturb the remains. The diminished party travelled 
night and day, and at last reached the settlement, 
in a state of dreadful fatigue, having suffered much 
firom thirst during their forced march .''^ 

The settlers at present inhabiting Port Lincc4n 
and its neighbourhood are, like the generality of 
those in Australia, remarkable for their hospitality. 
In this retired and distant portion of the colony, a 
visit from any one is hailed with pleasure: and the 
arrival of a stranger is quite an event amongst the 

* The nativei at Port Lincoln and on the Murray river are now 
perfectly quiet. On the Adelaide peninsula, indeed, and around the 
settled districts, the ahorigines have never been otherwise than peace- 
able and hannless. But had they any other desire, they are too 
feeble, and too thoroughly impressed with fear of punishment — which, 
in several cases that occurred a few years ago, promptly followed the 
aggression — to be troublesome ; so that the settlers have long ceased to 
entertain tlie slightest appreliension of injury from the natives. 
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little community. After the Govemment CDtkff 
sailed for Adelaide, I prolonged my stay at Foft 
Lincoln ; where I met with that homely and genuine 
hospitality which is sure to be remembered by the 
traveller, and to recall pleasant associations to liii 
recollection. 

About thirty miles to the north-west of Bostoi 
Bay is a range of mountains called the MarUe 
Range, near which is a beautiful lake of freA 
water, known as Waungarrie Lake. I started with 
two companions, on horseback, to visit this interest* 
ing tract of country ; which was only known to a 
few of the settlers, and promised to afford good suIh 
jects for my pencil. At three miles from the settle- 
ment we reached " the Swamp," so called from a 
reedy lake adjoining the farm : it is the pres^ 
residence of the family of young Hawson, whose sad 
fate has been told. Several other stations were 
passed, belonging to flock-owners and agricultaral 
settlers, and we then struck into a grassy coontrj 
studded with casuarina and banksia trees. Farther od, 
the aspect of the scene was very similar to that of the 
districts around Mount Benson and Lake Hawden* 
towards Rivoli Bay. Here also I observed the 
biscuit tufa, much of which was extremely small, 
being no larger than a wafer, and lying very thickly 
scattered over the ground. We met Smith and 
Hawson returning from hunting in the scrub, each 
with a large kangaroo slung across his saddle, and 
their stock-whips curled round their shoulders. 
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They presented admirable examples of full bush 
costume, in their blue woollen shirts, with append- 
ages of pannikins, tether-ropes, and rifles. We 
prevailed upon them to accompany us ; and the 
kangaroo and an emu that we had killed were 
planted (to use a colonial term) in the boughs of a 
she-oak tree, to remain in safety until our return. 
Upon the open scrubby plains and the low grassy 
hills, we observed numerous kangaroos. They fre- 
quently appeared in flocks of eight or ten at a time, 
and gave constant sport to the dogs. A low species 
of xanthar<Ba^ or grass-tree, grew abundantly in the 
open scrub, affording, at this season of the year, 
food for the natives. They eat only the lower por- 
tion of the leaves at their junction with the root, 
drawing them out of the ground, and biting off that 
part which was underneath the soil : the flavour 
resembles that of a nut. The natives had made 
such havoc among this shrub on these plains, that 
the uprooted leaves were scattered in every direc- 
tion for a distance of several miles. 

The rain poured down heavily until near sunset, 
when it cleared off, and we were amply rewarded for 
our ride by the enchanting prospect before us. Th6 
mountains of the Marble Range, rising abruptly, and 
presenting their steep sides of quartz to the evening 
sun, sparkled in its rays as though inlaid with dia- 
monds; and a richly verdant country stretched out 
all around, scattered with park-like trees, in the centre 
of which, surrounded by green banks of velvet turf, 
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lay Waungarrie Lake. The calm Borface of Hat 
vrsiter mirrored the sunset clouds, and was besprin^ 
kled with multitudes of black swans ; while some 
kangaroo were quietly feeding near the water, ran 
disturbed by dogs or savages : for no traces of nad^ei 
were discernible. It was indeed a lovely r^OB, 
fresh from the hand of nature : a sweet solitude, 
where one enamoured of repose might surely hope 
to dwell in peace. A deep river, bordered on eadi 
side by tall reeds, runs out of the lake, connecting it 
with a smaller one about three miles beyond. la 
the distance, to the northward, another mountuB 
range is visible, consisting of abrupt lofly cones; tlie 
most remarkable of which, called Albert's Peak, is 
visible for a considerable distance. Mount DattOB 
and Mount Greenly are also seen towards the west- 
ward, beyond the Marble Range; and the high saad 
hills of Coffin's Bay shut out the scene to the south. 
My companions had already built a tolerably SDOg 
shelter of boughs for the night, and we sat down in 
front of it, witli our pannikins of tea, around a blazing 
fire, busied in roasting kangaroo steaks upon the 
ashes. The heat of the fire brought out an unwd- 
come intruder in the form of a large scorpion, which 
I discovered on my bare foot just in time to prevent 
my being bitten. The night was mild, with thunder 
and lightning, and large moths flew into the fire by 
myriads, seeming as if wilfully destroying themselyes 
in the red hot embers : they would have furnished a 
dainty meal for the natives. This country, which i» 
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ntirely uninhabited, would afford an excellent dis- 
rict for sheep or cattle, and I know of no situation 
Ddore enticing for a settler's homestead, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Port Lincoln, than the banks of Waun- 
garrie Lake. 

The next night we returned to " The Swamp," 

and there partook of the good cheer that awaited 

us; dining sumptuously upon roast goose, and other 

equally savoury productions of the farm. We had 

brought with us kangaroo, emu, and some ducks 

from the lake, as the result of our sport in the wilds 

My only means of returning to Adelaide was in a 

tiiserable little cutter of fourteen tons, which had 

ccwme to procure salt at Sleaford Bay. The weather 

was exceedingly boisterous, and we made the passage 

in four days; during this time the only eatables I 

could procure on board were a few potatoes and a 

coot, which I had intended to preserve on account 

rf its plumage. On the following Saturday this 

CQtter again put to sea, and returned on the Monday 

^th only the " captain " on board : one man fell 

overboard in the night, off Cape Jervis, and was 

'<>8t, and the two others, having put out in the boat 

^^ search of their shipmate, lost sight of the cutter ; 

*fter cruising about till next day in hopes of finding 

^^m, the distracted captain worked back his vessel 

**One to bring the intelligence of his misfortune. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE SETTLED DISTRICTS OP SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Haying hitherto confined myself to ^^ savage life 
and scenes" in this colony, and endeavoared to 
portray from actual observation '* things wild and 
strange," it would be unjust to permit my readeri 
to take leave of South Australia without a hastf 
glance at the settled portions of this flourishing and 
popular colony. 

Port Adelaide is situated near the head of a 
creek, about seven miles from .the sea. This creek, 
which is sheltered from every wind, is navigable for 
the largest vessels; and affords a secure and commo- 
dious harbour for the increasing amount of shipping 
annually arriving at this port. Both sides of the 
creek, from the sea to the wharfs where the vessels 
discharge cargo, are thickly skirted with mangrovei 
trees ; the brilliant evergreen foliage of which ex- 
tends for some distance from each bank of the 
stream. Two wharfs, one belonging to Govern- 
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ment, the other the property of the South Australian 

CJompany, have been erected at the port ; and, 

owing to the influx of vessels from all parts of the 

'world, others will no doubt be shortly constructed. 

Substantial warehouses and custom-house buildings 

are situated adjoining the wharfs; and although 

only such of the population reside at the port as are 

connected with the shipping or the harbour, Port 

Adelaide presents the appearance of a small town. 

Level plains extend between the port and the 
tity of Adelaide ; which latter stands on the banks of 
tbe river Torrens, about seven miles distant from 
the port. The road between these two places lies 
^oss a level plain, over a fine stifi^ soil ; and the 
traffic of goods is carried on by means of bullock- 
dmys. Between the port and Albert Town, a small 
^lage about a mile distant, an excellent road has 
Wn constructed across a mangrove swamp, the 
foandation of which is of stone brought from Kan- 
garoo Island: this road is equal to any in the 
iJnited Kingdom, and cost, at the expensive period 
^hen it was begun, a sum of nearly 14,000/. l^Iost 
of the roads in this colony are good, — remarkably 
*ofor a new. settlement, considering the few years it 
^ been established, and the enormous amount of 
^^ous kinds of labour to be accomplished by the 
Zionists. Many of them, however, are entirely 
J^atural, being formed merely by the drays passing 
^ and fro, and these appear like carriage-drives 
^troagh a park : any kind of equipage might be 
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drawn along most of them with comfort, for in 
almost unlimited distance. 

The situation of Adelaide is pleasing and po- 
turesque ; it is surrounded by rich level land wilk 
park-like scenery, and backed by a range of bold 
mountains, that in their ever-varying tints afford a 
constant succession of delightful pictures throughoik 
the day. In the early mornings of winter, the 
mountains may be seen wrapped in mist, with here 
and there a peak struggling with the sunshine ; or 
anon, with black and angry clouds hanging about 
their summits. During the sultry heat of a Januaiy 
morning, before the sea-breeze has set in, they fie* 
quently assume a strange, milky appearance, wbik 
in the sunshine of the afternoon they look radiait 
with mellow tints ; but when the unclouded sun Mil 
over the gulf, the mountains are bathed in a vM 
splendour, known only to the brilliant climate of 
Australia. This is peculiarly observable on the 
Mount Lofty range, from its position facing the 
western gulf. At the moment the dazzling sun* 
that bsts all day blazed in unclouded glory overhead, 
touches the deep blue horizon of the gulf, the whole 
range of mountains to the eastward exhibits aa 
effect more like the result of some chemical fire 
than of the ordinary course of nature : sometimes 
they appear of a purple or violet hue, at others, 
the entire range glows with the most exquisite rctt 
colour. This pageant is but of momentary duration; 
and it is a most beautiful sight to watch^ from be* 
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Death the checquered shade of a vine-trellised 

verandahy the changes from violet to purple, until 

the mountains stand out in hard relief against the 

still roseate sky, their masses appearing deeply blue 

in the clear evening atmosphere. 

Adelaide is built on a gently rising ground, on 
both banks of the Torrens, which divides it into 
north and south. Several bridges cross the river ; 
which, although in summer it is frequently but a 
dudn of deep broad pools, in the winter pours down 
ft vast foaming torrent from the mountain- fed streams 
that swell its course. Some of these tributaries have 
flteir rise in the glens of Mount Lofty, and during 
, their downward courise to the plains, form several 
; Aoe waterfalls : these, in the rainy season, are well 
Worth visiting, in connection with the romantic and 
I enchanting scenery that surrounds them. 
I The city of Adelaide covers a large space of 
. ground: the streets are very wide and intersect 
each other at right angles. Hindley Street, which 
is nearly a mile in length, is the principal place for 
shops and public business, and presents an animated 
ftnd bustling appearance. North Adelaide, on the 
opposite side of the Torrens, is approached by 
Prome Bridge, and consist chiefly of private resi- 
dences and gardens. Many of the public build- 
^ngs and places of worship are neat and substan- 
tW edifices, and the shops are on a scale equal 
to those of many of the first market-towns in 
England. 
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The popalation of the proriDce is now estimate 
at Dearly 21,000; and out of this nomber aboi 
7000 are residents in Adelaide and its vicinity. O 
both sides of the river, between North and Scat 
Adelaide, reserved allotments to the extent of 20( 
acres have been set aside, with the view of hereaftei 
forming pleasure-grounds and public gardens for 
the benefit of the citizens. These open spaces, 
called the " Park Lands," are beautifully scattered 
over with large and spreading gum-trees, that afford 
an evergreen shade throughout all seasons of the 
year. Beneath the leafy canopy of these umbra- 
geous eucalt/pti, the tents and marquees are erected 
for the annual horticultural and agricultural show 
of South Australia — a gala-day with all classes ifl 
Adelaide — when the colonists from far and near 
arrive with specimens of their produce, and the 
result of their garden labours. I have been present 
at two successive exhibitions of this kind, and was 
astonished at the profusion of specimens displayed 
on both occasions : not only the most perfect and 
delicious fruit and vegetables, of almost every V*' 
riety, but also numberless articles of export attd 
domestic economy, raised by the enterprise and ii^' 
dustry of the settlers, were exhibited; besides model 
for agricultural implements, and samples of cott 
wax, honey, leather, starch, and a variety of oth^ 
valuable commodities. 

In allusion to the extent of Adelaide, as laid ot 
by the late talented Colonel Light, my friend ]MC 
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Datton,in his interesting statistical work on '^ South 
Aostralia and its Mines," observes, — *' The size of 
tbe whole at present may appear a great deal too 
large, and, doubtless, many years will elapse before 
uiythiDg like a regularly defined line of buildings 
will be seen throughout ; but we must remember 
that Adelaide was not made for us alone : that South 
Australia will go on increasing in the number of its 
iohabitants long after we are dead and gone, and, in 
after ages, the benefit will appear of having pro- 
dded for the accommodation of a large population 
on a liberal scale ; and Adelaide will then become 
a noble city, Sydney, with all its wealth, and its 
Aoasands of inhabitants, must always retain the 
unseemly appearance of its narrow and crooked 
streets ; and a more recent instance of the mistake 
^f laybg out a town within narrow confines is now 
*een in Melbourne, Port-Philip, the ground-plan of 
wWeh does not exceed 600 acres, which have been 
^ready covered with buildings; and the limits of 
the town being daily extended, the inhabitants will 
^u have the burial-ground in the centre of their 
^wn. Let us, therefore, not quarrel with the size 
^f Adelaide : it will conduce much to the health of 
^e inhabitants, securing a plentiful circulation of 
^h air ; and most of the houses, except those in 
the immediate business part of the town, where the 
pound is very valuable, having pretty flower-gar* 
Jens and shrubberies attached to them, the effect ia 
^^'y pleasing." 
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Around Adelaide are tbe sabarban yillag( 
Hindmarsb, ThebartoUy Kensington, Bowdeiij 
Walkerville; and at Holdfast Bay, the marine l 
ships of Glenelg and Brighton. At these latter ] 
there is a good beach, and many of the inhab 
of Adelaide visit them for sea-bathing : a c1 
\ iug ride of four or five miles, along an ezc 

f road, brings the citizen to the bay, which is 

if* Youritc evening's excursion after the heat of tli 

is over. 

Several German villages are situated in vi 
parts of the province: the largest of them is Kk 
on the Torrens, about three miles from Adelaide 
others are, Hahndorf, amongst the Mount B 
hills; Bethany, which is beautifully situated 
Angas Park, at the foot of the Barossa Bange, 
Lobethal and Langmeil. The occupants of 
villages are entirely Prussians, who, from reli 
motives, have emigrated from Europe (aide 



fi: 



"S benevolent individuals), and seek in South Ana 

that liberty of conscience and security from pei 
tion denied them in their native land. Their 
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Kavel, is unceasing i 
labours amongst them; visiting the different vil 
and endeavouring to promote peace and good 
ing everywhere : his influence is very conside 

^H and he is looked up to by them on all occa 

whenever moral control or advice is required, 
settlers, they are less enterprising and sp 

than the British ; but a plodding, hard-workin; 

ii 

I f 
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doing everything after their own fashion, and jealous 
of innovation or interference. They usually cultivate 
nnall corn-patches and gardens, and are the pro- 
l^etors of a considerable number of cattle and 
1h>rking bullocks. Many of them, however, gladly 
tftke work from the English proprietors, as they get 
letter paid than amongst their own people. They 
leldom intermarry with the other settlers, and are 
rerj exclusive in their opinions : still they are sober 
imd contented, and their general good behaviour out- 
ireighs the bigotry and prejudice that many of them 
retain. These being consequent upon their early 
position as serfs in Prussia, and deficient education, 
the rising generation will, doubtless, become more 
enlightened, and amalgamate in time with the 
colonists at large. 

Throughout the settled districts generally there 
mre townships springing up: here and there the 
nnclens of some future town is denoted by a dozen 
or twenty houses, tenanted by as many families; 
including amongst them a blacksmith, a shoemaker, 
and a general store. In Adelaide, all the comforts 
and luxuries of life may be obtained ; and an in- 
dividual who is pining in the cold-catching and un- 
certain climate of Great Britain-^struggling to keep 
up the necessary appearances of fashionable life, and 
to be a •* somebody," upon a very limited income 
— may, by changing his abode to the genial climate 
of South Australia, live like a little prince, and 
become a " somebody," with the same amount 
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of income upon which he could barely exist ia 
England. 

The township of Noarlunga is beautifully sitaated 
near the mouth of the Onkaparinga river, about 
twenty miles south of Adelaide. A large steanumiD 
is erected here, and some lodes of copper-ore hiie 
been discovered in the neighbourhood. Beyond* 
Noarlunga is the township of Willunga. The sce- 
nery in every direction is peculiarly charming^ 
Morphett Vale, the Willunga hills, and the plain of 
Aldinga, with Mount Terrible beyond, preseit 
scenes of unequalled beauty. Towards Rapid Bay 
and Cape Jervis the country is more broken and 
mountainous, and the scenery romantic in the ei- 
treme. Many settlers' stations are scattered throogh- 
out this district. At Rapid Bay, the cliffs, whiek 
are of micaceous schist, rise perpendicularly io i 
great height, and the character of the landscape 
surrounding the bay reminds one of the scenery of 
Wales. The valleys are fertile in the extreme, and 
the neighbouring districts of Yankallilla and My- 
ponga are amongst the fairest in the colony ; being 
equal in richness of soil and good pasture to those of 
the Barossa and Mount Barker surveys. The valleys 
of the Hindmarsh and the Inman also ore as fertik 
in their productions as they are beautiful in scenery. 

The district of Encounter Bay lies between the 
abrupt cape called Rosetta Head and the sea-mouth 
of the Murray, which is its boundary on the east- 
ward. This district consists of several beautiful val* 
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hjSj covered with laxuriant grass, and backed by 
ranges of hills, scattered with a variety of tim- 
ber. At Encounter Bay the settlers are numerous, 
aod during the winter months the whale fishery is 
carried on there with considerable success. 

The Mount Barker country is situated to the 
eastward of the Mount Lofty range, and is sepa- 
rated from Adelaide by a forest of stringy bark. 
The hills are intersected by luxuriant valleys, and 
the manner in which the trees are grouped about 
conveys the idea that it is one immense park, skil- 
fclly arranged by the hand of man, rather than a 
Datural paradise prepared for his reception. The 
dimate in the elevated districts of Mount Barker is 
similar to that of the Barossa; the heat being felt less 
than on the plains, and during winter slight frosts 
*re of frequent occurrence. Apples, strawberries, 
^d other English fruits, which do not thrive well 
^pon the plains, grow admirably at Mount Barker, 
^hile upon the sunny lowlands all the fruits of the 
Mediterranean are produced in abundance. 

Prom Mount Barker northward, following up 
4e ranges of hills, a rich and fertile country ex- 
pends to the Barossa, and from thence stretches 
^till further north ; gradually becoming; more open, 
*^d affording splendid runs for sheep, hundreds 
^f thousands of which find pasture in this part of 
tlie colony. The country around Lynedock Val- 
% and the Barossa range is of a very superior 
character ; it consists of well- watered valleys and 



216 KAPUNDA COPPER-MINE. 

gently swelling hills, covered with good grasj 
The rich verdure and the deep foliage of the ever 
green trees, together with the park-like style of the 
scenery, render these luxuriant districts most beauti- 
ful to the eye ; whilst the settlers' homesteads fre- 
quently display an air of comfort quite inviting: 
the white buildings peeping through the trees, and • 
the lazy cattle reposing beneath the shade of some 
umbrageous eucalyptus. 

The township of Angaston, at German Pass, is 
most picturesquely situated at the head of a glen, 
looking towards the Greenock- hills, over which 
the setting sun throws a purple radiance as &6 
sinks behind their wooded summits. Through 
this glen there runs a petrifying stream, the 
banks of which are beautifully encrusted with a 
calcareous tufa, that has gradually been deposited 
during its course. The hills surrounding German 
Pass abound in minerals ; chalcedony, opal, iron, 
marble, copper, and an almost endless variety of 
mineral substances, are found on the surface of the 
ground; and when, after a lapse of years, these 
treasures have been more fully examined and 
brought to light, they will doubtless become of 
great value, and increase in quality as they are 
worked below the surface. About twelve miles to 
the north-west of Angaston, close to the river IigW» 
is the rich copper-mine of Kapunda, the property of 
Messrs. Bagot and Dutton, which produces the 
valuable muriate of copper or acatamite, hitherto 
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found only in South America : 1200 tons of ore 
hre already been raised from the Kapunda mine, 
vlicb, at the Swansea sales last year, realized an 
»Terage price of 24Z. 8s. 6rf. per ton. 

PVom the river Light, vast plains extend towards 
St. Vincent's Gulf, stretching southwards as far as 
Adelaide; and about half way, these plains are inter- 
sected by the river G^wler, on the banks of which 
Gawler town is situated. It consists of some fifty 
or sixty houses, has two good inns, and is the gene- 
wJ rendezvous for all the thoroughfare of the north- 
^ settlers proceeding to and returning from Ade- 
laide. 

Between this good country and the river Mur- 
ray, extends a belt of scrub, the average breadth of 
^hich is from twenty to thirty miles. This sandy 
Strict is covered with dwarf eucalyptus, and other 
desert shrubs : the kangaroo, the emu, and the 
^ild-dog, seek shelter in its unvisited solitudes. 
Here also the meyarako^ or scrub-pheasant (Jipoa\ 
^akes its nest : it is formed of sand, like an ant- 
Ifll, and is thirty feet in diameter ; in the centre, 
^Mch is hollowed out, the bird lays four eggs of a 
delicate salmon or pinkish colour, and, covering 
them with sand, leaves them to hatch by the heat of 
t*^e sun. A dray road extends through the scrub 
for a distance of thirty miles, forming a communica- 
tion with the Government station at Moorundi on 
the banks of the Murray. Beneath the bushes of 
^alyptusy in the scrub, lumps of manna occur in 

VOL. I. L 
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snch abandance, that many bushels might be gatbenl 
in a short space of time. It is sweet and very pal^ 
table, greatly resembling the manna from the Ka- 
lian ash ; though this is more probably the resultof a 
insect than entirely a vegetable production. I bire 
no doubt but if this manna were carefully collected, 
and its production attended to, it woald pnm t 
yaluable article of export as a medicinal drug. 

At Moorundi there are barracks and a station ftr 
mounted police. Mr. Eyre, the enterprising tn- 
yeller, has for some time been located on the Miff- 
ray as resident magistrate. He is now on a Tint to 
England, and has published an interesting acooont 
of his various expeditions in Australia. It wu to 
this gentleman that the Boyal Geographical SodHj 
awarded the founder's medal for the discoveiy (t 
Lake Torrens at the head of Spencer's Golfi tai 
nis overland journey from Adelaide to King Geoige'i 
Sound in Western Australia. In the viciiiity it 
Moorundi, there are many rich allnyial flats, ail 
several flourishing settlers occupy the banks of die 
river. The scenery is singular and pictoresqno: 
high cliffs of yellow fossiliferous sandstone form i 
basin or valley about two miles in breadth, throoj^ 
which the noble Murray winds in a series of mag- 
nificent reaches from side to side ; at one spot the 
cliffs will descend abruptly to the water^s dffi 
whilst at another the river flows on {hrough verdant 
meadows, shaded by clusters of enormous gum-tretfi 
the rich deep foliage of which casts a broad shado* 
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on each bank of the stream. Birds of the most 
brilliant plumage adorn their branches ; and I have 
seen thousands of the white-cockatoo, and also of 
fhe elegant crested pigeon of the Murray ( Ocyphaps 
iophotes), enlivening the evergreen eucalypti with 
their sportive forms. 

The natives, in their canoes of bark {mungo\ are 
constantly on the water during calm weather, busied 
in striking fish from these frail vesseb ; and then- 
encampments may be traced along the banks by the 
little wreaths of smoke that curl upward, through 
the sylvan recesses where they build their huts, from 
die leafy boughs of the overspreading trees. Once 
a year a distribution of flour and blankets to the 
Moorundi tribes, and those coming from the inte- 
rior, takes place here : usually on the first week after 
the first full moon in May. Many natives come a long 
distance from the inland tribes to be present on the 
occasion ; and it has been found to have a beneficial 
influence in promoting a good feeling amongst the 
natives, who are gradually becoming more peaceably 
disposed towards the Europeans. Mr. Eyre pre- 
sided at the last distribution. 

Much gypsum occurs in layers amongst the sand- 
stone of the Murray cliffs ; and, imbedded in this 
substance, are found fossil-shells perfectly transpa-> 
rent, which have been converted into gypsum. They 
are very beautiful, looking like shells wrought out 
of glass, and are mostly spirals of the genus turbo, 
Pectens, and a variety of other shells, are abundant 

L 2 
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in a fossil state in the sandstone, together wiik 
echinee and corallines. 

A few miles below Moorundi is a caye, extending 
for several hundred yards into the side of the clift» 
the entrance to which is an arch accessible onlj 
from the water, the river running close beneath the 
cavern's mouth. When I visited it, the bats were 
so numerous as to endanger our lights, some of 
which they extinguished, as they flew hurriedly 
about in all directions. No bones were observaUe 
in this cave, the numerous cavities in the sandstOM 
being all filled with a soft mud. 

A natural avenue of gum-trees extends betwea 
Mr. Eyre's residence and that of Mr. Heywood, oi 
the right bank of the river, consisting of two roff 
of noble trees growing at almost equal distances; iht 
open grassy space between each row being at leot 
100 feet in width: so regular are the intervab be- 
tween them, that it is almost difficult, at first sight, 
to persuade one's self that they were not planted bj 
the hand of man. 

The climate of South Australia is one perpetual 
succession of spring and summer : no leafless treei 
spread out their bare branches against a wintry sky 
— no sharp-nipping easterly winds pierce to the nla^ 
row — never does the glittering mantle of snow cover 
its verdant plains, and the rigours of our northen 
winters are unknown. The so-called winter, or wci 
season, is an intermixture of heavy showers and 
occasional days of continued rain, with the most 
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cbarming weather imaginable ; when we breathe the 
air of paradise, and the sun rises and sets in un- 
clouded glory. In the months of August, Septem- 
ber, and October — the spring of Australia — ^nothing 
can exceed the loveliness of the climate : the whole 
earth is carpeted with green, and the turf is gemmed 
with native flowers, amongst which are many of the 
OrchidiB. January and February are frequently 
very hot, especially on those days when the sirocco 
or N.N.W wind blows : then I once saw the ther- 
mometer standing in the shade at 107^ ; but it was 
only for an hour or two, and on the succeeding even- 
ing the air was cool and pleasant, and the wind 
blowing from the south-west. Although the ther- 
mometer frequently registers a very high degree of 
temperature, yet, owing to the extreme dryness and 
transparency of the air, that lassitude and oppres- 
sion which are experienced tn the tropics-^ven at 
a lower temperature, as indicated by thermometer— > 
is totaUy unknown in South Australia : indeed, I 
Iiaye but little hesitation in stating it to be one of 
the finest climates in the world ; and certainly far 
liealthier, especially for those troubled with delicate 
Imigs, than the severe and changeable one of Eng- 
land. There is said to be a great similarity, in many 
respects, between South Australia and Palestine ; 
and^ from my own observation, I can testify that the 
elimate of South Australia is equal to that of the 
finest districts I have visited on the shores of the 
Mediterranean. 
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South Aostralui is destined to be a grest eoimtrj; 
for it contains within itself all the intend dementi 
of a wealthy and prosperons state. Its mines ; ill 
com, wool, and oil ; with all the other Tarioos pro- 
ductions it yields, if turned to good aceonnt by a 
free and enterprising population, cannot fail to es- 
sure its increasing prosperity, and tdtimate weiUi 
and importance. 

In drawing a comparison between the former snl 
tlic ])resent state of South Australia, Mr. Bennett 
says : " The grass which then sprung only to widur 
and rot, is now cropped by flocks of sheep and heri^ 
of cattle ; plots of the beautiful green sward bsre 
been torn up by the plough, and are seen cov^ 
with crops of waving grain ; the original quiet soli- 
tude is disturbed by the merry ring of the blsck- 
smithes anvil and the carpenter's hammer ; the mii- 
formity of the far-stretching plains is relieved hj 
tlio scattered cottages of the settlers ; and the erer- 
green but dreary forests, which then only echoed to 
Ike howl of the wild-dog, the screech of the pauro- 
quot, or the yell of the savage, now resound with 
the bark of the shepherd's dog, the bleating of 
shcop« and tlie lowing of cattle." 

In this distant spot, ten years ago, a few entff- 
pricing settlers — a little band of pbneera — ^began to 
clear away tlie scattered trees, and to erect tes- 
porarr shelter for their fiimilies : th^ bad to stmgsb 
with disap^xantments, hardships, and trooble; hd 
thcx toiled on^ and others came ; the tide of drifr 
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zation swept onwards like the sea, and their pros- 
pect brightened, as the rising of the sun lights up 
point after point in the dusky landscape. The dark 
days of trouble are over, and a city now smiles on 
the plain where the first emigrants pitched their 
tents amongst the trees ; the hills are covered with 
flocks and herds ; the fields wave with corn ; the 
vineyards and the gardens display their wealth of 
fruit and flowers ; and the little children have learnt 
to call this adopted country their home : they know 
of none other than Australia, where they play be- 
neath the evergreen shade of the eucalyptus^ and 
gather the sweet scented blossom of the wattle — 

'' To twine thdr tame young kangaroo with flowers." 



CHAPTER VII. 

VOYAGE TO NEW ZEALAND— MOUNT EGMONT — POET 
NICHOLSON — TOWN OF WELLINGTON— POBIBO A— 
RAUPARAHA AND RANGIHJEATA — MANA AND TAVTO 
PAH, 

One evening in the month of July, whilst sitting 
in my verandah at Adelaide, I took it into nj 
head to visit New Zealand : a friend had showa 
me some beautifully ornamented weapons he htd 
brought from thence, and that night I went to 
bed and dreamed of native '* pahs," and stately tat- 
tooed chiefs. In the morning I was packing up my 
trunk to go on board a schooner, belongpmg to 
the South Australian Company, which was to sail 
with a supply of flour for the European settlements 
in New Zealand. Next day the schooner dropped 
down the river and lay at anchor off the light-ship; 
and in the afternoon I strolled amongst the hills 
that embosom the wild glen through which tLe 
Moriatta creek pours its foaming and rock-heaten 
falls. I had wandered along its banks, embowered 
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with mimosa, tea-tree, and the brilliant clusters of 
the native lilac, until the bright sunny day stole 
by ; and as I pursued my solitary way back to the 
ship, along those hills clothed with verdure and 
beauty — looking over the broad plains melting away 
in the soft and hazy light of the setting sun, in- 
haling the sweet perfume of the wattles in blos- 
som, and gathering the blue and yellow orchises 
that peeped freshly from the fragrant earth — I sad- 
dened at the thought that all this beauty must be 
exchanged on the morrow for the dull and melan- 
choly sea. 

The breeze was fair, and as it freshened after 
sunset, we lay our course down the gulf. The round 
moon, like a golden globe, rose above Mount Lofty, 
shedding a gentle misty light over the lessening 
land ; till, rising higher, it streaked the waves with 
a shining track of restless lustre, and its pure ra^ 
diance fell broadly over our decks, bathing the sails. 
in its silvery beams. 

On the following day we were ojQT Kangaroo 
Island, with the high land of Cape Jervis in sight ; 
and before evening the shores of South Australia 
were below the horizon. I once again found my- 
self on the wide and desolate ocean — 

^' With only waves and stars in siglit :" 

there was no sign of living thing, save the majestic 
swoop of the snowy-breasted albatross, whoSe broad 
wing seems eternally stretched forth, like a guardiau 
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spirit, over the melancholy wastes of the Sbuthen 
ocean. As we proceeded on our voyage, albatrofisei 
became more namerous. I have no sympathy with 
these melancholy and mysterious creatures, that for 
ever hover, spirit-like, over the deep mid-ocean: 
there is something drear and almost fearful about 
them. Let their wail, the only living v<Mce that 
mingles with the sounding blast, be lost in utter 
loneliness. Give me the gay warbler of the foresti 
that weaves its green nest amongst the flowen^ 
and, swelling its tiny throat on some leafy boaj^ 
sits and sings to its mate and the setting sun. 

Eight days after leaving port we sighted land: 
the tops of the high mountains of Wilson's Pro- 
montory were discernible, like islands on the hon- 
zon. This promontory is the most southern extre- 
mity of New Holland ; and between it and the 
small island of Bodunda is the entrance to BaeB'i 
Straits. Cape Liptrap bore north of us, presenting 
a long unbroken line of moderately high land; 
whilst to the east rose the jagged and irr^Ur 
summits of the lofty chain of hills forming Wikon'i 
Promontory ; and detached from their southern- 
most point, like a huge pyramid rising abruptlj 
from the sea, the rocky island of Rodunda pre- 
rented itself. Still further off were Sir R. Curtu's 
islands and the Devil's Tower. A dangerous sunken 
rock, called the Crocodile Rock, the position of 
which is laid down as uncertain^ lies between Ro- 
dunda and the Devil's Tower. The navigation of 
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Sass's Straits, amongst so many reefs and rocky 
islands, is often dangerous and difficult,* especially 
at night and in thick weather. The latitude of 
Wilson's Promontory is 39° 12^ south, longitude 
146° 22^ east. All night we were beating up 
against a foul wind, in vain endeavouring to get 
dirough the passage between Rodunda and the 
main; a strong tide was running against us, and 
the night was wet, misty, and very dark. It was 
anything but an enviable situation, to be near so 
many wild and fearful rocks, jutting up from the 
deep water, with their bare inaccessible sides, which 
4ure the resort of myriads of sea-fowl that nestle 
undisturbed amongst these inhospitable isles. Both 
the promontory and Rodunda have a singularly 
nigged aspect. The latter, around which the morn- 
ing clouds hung in voluminous wreaths, is little 
better than a huge rock, having a few straggling 
bushes that clothe its more sheltered sides ; but the 
8till loftier eminences of the promontory are covered 
to their summits with a dense forest of eucalyptus. 
One vast ironstone rock, the barren resort of mul* 
titndes of sea-fowl, lies but a suOrt distance from 
the shore, marking this as the most southerly point 
of the Australian continent. With a strong breeze 
from the westward, we cleared Bass's Straits, passing 
to our right Hogan's, and finally Kent's group; 
while, far away to the north, the dim outline of the 
summits of a ridge on the mainland was visible for 
some time, distant about fifteen leagues. 
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In Ba88*s Straits lines are always pat out astern 
of the vessel to catch a fish from two to three feet 
long, called '* barracoata," and the hooks are baited 
with a piece of red rag. This fish somewhat r^ 
sembles a bonito, only its form is more slender, and 
it attains a larger size: it is by no means nnpalataUe 
eating, being infinitely superior to dolphm, Tbe 
barracouta is very abundant amongst the islands is 
the Straits, and frequents the shallow water offmoflt 
parts of the Australian coast ; and ihe men belong- 
ing to the vessels trading between Adelaide and 
Sydney frequently obtain them in great nambersi 
They cut them open and preserve with salt, and 
when they arrive in Sydney find a ready market 
for them at six shillings a dozen* 

A gale of wind blowing from west to south-west 
hurried us along over the now tempestuous vateii 
of the Pacific, and in less than eight days from otf 
leaving Wilson's Promontory we sighted the land of 
New Zealand. The lofty summit of Mount Egmont, 
at the entrance of Cook's Straits, reared its snow^ 
capped cone high above the horizon; and, as Out 
efternccn sun shono upon the snow, it looked like a 
small white cloud resting along the sea. When we 
first discerned it, we were distant eighty-five miles 
from its summit ; and as we sailed onward the line 
of this snowy limit became more distinct, and a grey 
mist hung over the land beneath. Very gently did 
the faint and shadowy pyramid reveal itself amid 
the haziness of the sky ; but there it stood» lifting 
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its crown of everlasting snows as a mighty beacon 
over the blue Pacific. 

At early daybreak I was on deck to enjoy the 
first sight of sunrise behind the volcano of Taranaki; 
and, peculiarly beautiful as the first vision of land 
IS at sunrise, the scene I now looked upon was 
beyond description magnificent. A deep orange 
flush kindled more and more brightly, throwing up 
its glare from behind the dark slope of the mountain, 
until the vault of the heavens was embroidered, 
as it were, with fantastic patterns of richly wrought 
oloud, woven into the most delicate tracery by the 
fresh east wind ; while, as if to exhibit the scene 
beneath, this glorious curtain seemed to have been 
drawn up, and revealed the pure spotless ether of 
the morning sky, of a deep and lovely sapphire 
blue, against which towered the mighty volcano : its 
pearly summit standing out in bold relief, serene 
and majestic, in the unstained purity of its gleaming 
snows. During the day, clouds stole along its lofty 
sides, resting about halfway down ; but the topmost 
peak of the cone still stood out clear and cutting 
against the sky. 

My friend Dr. Dieffenbach, who is the only indi- 
vidual that has attempted the ascent of this moun- 
tain, calculates its elevation at 8839 feet; and he 
gives 1635 feet below the summit as the lowest 
point at which the snow is perpetual. In Norie's 
chart of 1833, Mount Egmont is laid down as 
being 14,000 feet above the level of the sea ; but 
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in Betts's map it is more correctly compated at 
9000. 

As we drew nearer the shore, we observed smoke 
in many places, and we also distinctly heard the 
roar of the surf dashing against the beach ; bat a 
contrary wind sprang up, and at two o'clock we 
were compelled to stand oat to sea. We had beoi 
making for the settlement of New Plymoath, or 
Taranaki, which is inside the Sogar-Loaf Islands^ 
near the base of the mountain. This settlement not 
having a harbour, and the whole coast being a lee 
shore during the prevailing winds firom west and 
north-west, it is at such times an unsafe and haza^ 
dous part of the coast to anchor o£P. 

Perhaps there are few places more snbject to 
sudden changes of weather than the coasts of Net 
Zealand. Last evening it was serene and calm as 
though sky and ocean slept together, but before 
daybreak it commenced blowing strongly from the 
north-west, and the wind soon freshened into a 
violent gale. The whole sky assumed a leaden 
aspect, a thick mist with drizzling rain set in, and 
the sea ran furiously, the violence of the wind 
sweeping the waves along in drifts of foam. We 
had narrowly escaped being driven ashore at New 
Plymouth, where we should inevitably have been 
wrecked had we rounded the Sugar-Loaf Islands a 
few hours sooner ; for the whole force of the gale 
setting in so suddenly from the north-west would 
have prevented our getting off shore. We lay to, 
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the gale raging terrifically for twelve hours : during 
the succeeding night it moderated, and we ran for 
Port Nicholson in Cook's Straits. 

The morning was lovely, with bright sunshine, 
and a firesh westerly breeze carried us briskly 
through the Straits which divide the two large 
islands of New Zealand from each other. On each 
side of us land was visible, looking beautiful in the 
morning brilliancy. To our right, the coast of 
Middle Island displayed a long range of wildly 
broken ridges of very high land, backed by moun- 
tain peaks covered with snow. Entry Island, and 
Mana or Table Island, were visible to the left, with 
the shores towards Port Nicholson. Presently we 
opened out the entrance of Queen Charlotte's 
Sound, with the high Cape Kumaroo and the rocks 
called the *^ Brothers" in the foreground ; and after- 
wards the shores of Cloudy Bay, the celebrated 
resort of the South Sea whalers, came in sight^ 
backed by a ridge of snowy mountains : the lofty 
peak of Mount Tako rising above the rest of the 
Kaikoras, or Lookers-on, as these mountains are 
termed. 

About noon we were ojQT Port Nicholson heads, 
and a pilot came on board from Evans's Bay to take 
OB into the harbour. The entrance is narrow, and 
surrounded with rocks ; some sunken, but the great- 
est portion of them jutting sharply out of the water, 
often assuming remarkable pyramidal forms. But, 
oa entering between the heads, this fine harbour 
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presents a most imposing appearance : a vast sheet 
of water, completely land-locked^ with two small 
rocky isles rising near its centre, and backed by 
rugged hills clothed with forest or fern to the 
water's edge; the distant view inland being bomided 
by the snowy range of the Tararua mountains. 

The wind being north-west was dead against m^ 
and we had to beat into the harbour with short 
tacks, so that it was past sun-down before we 
reached our anchorage. At seven p. m. all was still 
and quiet as a mill-pond ; down went oar anchor, 
splashing and rumbling; and on putting my held 
out of the companion-hatchway, I discovered thtt 
we were but a gunshot from the shore. The whole 
town of Wellington, with its tiers of wooden build- 
ings, lay extended along the margin of the Bay; 
made manifest by the row of twinkling lights that 
multiplied themselves in the watery mirror beneath. 

Sunrise revealed to us a picturesque and beaatifid 
bay, backed by thickly wooded mountains, and en- 
livened with the wooden houses of the settleia; 
several vessels lay at anchor in the bay, and the i^ 
pearance of the town from the anchorage was more 
imposing than I had anticipated. Wellington is the 
principal of the New Zealand Company's settlements, 
and contains about 3000 inhabitants. On each side 
of the town is a native " pah," or village ; that oa 
the right, facing the water, is called Te Aro, and 
occupies a portion of the open flat termed " Te Aro- 
flat ;" the one on the left is known as Pipitea. In 
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the centre ef the town is a small patch of land, re- 
served by the chief, E Tako, where he has erected a 
substantial weather-boarded house for himself and 
fiimily. Along the shores of the harbour are several 
Other native villages : the principal of which are Kai 
Warra Warra, belonging to Te Ringa Kuri ; Nga 
Hauranga, in possession of the people of the late 
chief, Warepouri ; and Petoni, at the head of the 
harbour, near the entrance to the valley of the Hutt, 
which is the residence of E Funi and his tribe. 
The country, for some miles around Port Nicholson, 
is little else than a succession of steep irregular hills, 
^othed with dense forests; the nearest available 
land, of any extent, is the valley of the Hutt, where 
there are some open tracts of rich soil. The site of 
'Wellington has been chosen entirely on account of 
the fine harbour ; and the want of good and level 
land near the town is now sadly felt by the colonists 
there. By an enormous and almost incredible ex- 
penditure of labour and money, they have cut down 
the lofty trees and cleared patches here and there 
amongst the forest, on the mountain sides, to sow 
their wheat ; but, owing to the steepness of the hills, 
the heavy rains wash down much of the seed sown, 
and the unfortunate settlers have not been able to 
raise sufficient for their own consumption : they are 
still dependent on the supplies of flour constantly 
arriving from South Australia and Van Dieman's 
liand. 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of the scenery. 
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when viewed from the heights at the back of the 
town : the harbour, on a sunny day, looks like 
a large blue lake embosomed deep in hills and 
rocky precipices, the islands in its centre glistening 
in the sunshine ; to the northward the valley of 
the Hutt stretches up towards the snowy range of 
Tararua, whose white peaks stand out against die 
azure sky ; and a beach of fine white sand meets fle 
water's edge : the scattered residences of the Euro- 
peans, intermingled with the pahs and Tillages of 
the natives, adding life to the scene. The greei 
and umbrageous forest, displaying foliage equal is 
magnificence and luxuriance to that of the tropio^ 
forms a leafy canopy, from beneath which it is ds^ 
lightful to look down upon so glorious a landscape. 
For a few days I took up my quarters at BarratA 
hotel, a large wooden erection overlooking the baf 
This is the only good hostel in the place, and is db 
rendezvous for all the " gentlemen" of Wellington; 
in fact, it is the exchange, coiSee-room, auction-mail^ 
public-house, and general place of meeting and re- 
sort for all the merchants, idlers, and speculatoo 
with which this settlement abounds ; billiards aie 
played without interruption, and liquors and cham- 
pagne circulate rather too freely for a new colony* 
The state of " society" may be inferred, from the 
not unusual circumstance of the most fashionable of 
these '^ gentlemen" being trundled home in wbed- 
barrows from a ball, at the late hour of ten in the 
morning, on two succeeding days. Meat, batter, 
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milk, and many of the necessaries of life, are dear 
in Wellington, and the poorer class of settlers live 
almost entirely on pork and potatoes : these they 
purchase of the natives, who carry on a profitable 
trade by bringing in pigs, and the produce of their 
eoltivation, &r sale or barter to the Earopeans- 
With the money thus obtained, the Maories buy 
muskets, powder, and blankets ; and natives of the 
gentler sex possess themselves of dresses, ear-rings, 
and yarious articles of European finery. 

On the morning of my landing I visited Pipitea 
fsh : several canoes were drawn up along the 
beach ; some of them beantifally carved at the head 
and stem, and all coloured with kokawcdy or red 
ochre. At this place I met Nga Tata, the chief of 
Pipitea and Kumototo, who stood to me for his por- 
trait. This man is fiither of E Tako, the present 
ebief of Fort Nicholson, and in former days was an 
atrocious cannibaL He boasts of having roasted 
slave children alive, and then partaken of their 
flesh ; and is notorious for his sanguinary deeds of 
cruelty. His eyes have a bloodshot and savage ap- 
pearance, and his character is borne out by the ex- 
pre^on of his countenance. He has six toes on 
his left foot : a peculiarity that characterizes Raupa- 
raha and several other chiefs. Close to Pipitea is a 
iDore harakkL, or chapel, belonging to the Christian 
natives, which is built of raupo and tohi-toM grass, 
according to the native fashion. A small bell was 
struck outside the building, and it was an interesting 
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sight to watch the effect it had upon the dwellers of 
the pah : one by one they came out of their hoiues, 
or crossed the little stiles dividing one court-yard 
from another, and, wrapping their mats and blankets 
around them, slowly and silently wended their wtj 
to the place of worship. On entering, each indhi- 
dual squatted upon the ground, which was strews 
with reeds, and, with their faces buried in theff' 
blankets, they appeared to be engaged in prayer; 
they then opened their Maori Testaments, and t 
native teacher commenced the sacred service. It 
would have been a lesson to some of our thoughtiesB 
and fashionable congregations, to witness the devout 
and serious aspect and demeanour of these tattoool 
men, who, without the assistance of a European, 
were performing Christian worship with dec<mmi 
simplicity and reverential feeling. 

Te Aro pah is larger than Pipitea, and stands at 
the south-east extremity of the flat on which most 
of the town of Wellington is built. The houses, or 
huts, are mostly of reeds, sheeted with bark. Bat 
few of their elaborate and finely ornamented wooden 
buildings are seen in the vicinity of the European 
settlements ; where the natives have certainly de- 
generated, and become more avaricious and indolent 
than they are in the interior. 

A party of natives had arrived at Te Aro, in their 
canoes, from Queen Charlotte's Sound, on the oppodte 
shores of Cook's Straits. Amongst them were severti 
fine old chiefs, most elaborately tattooed, and adorned 
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with the tnpuni, or war-mat ; which is made of dog's 
hair, assorted, and interwoven with a garment of fine 
£|ax, so as to resemble a cloak of rich fur. On en 
tering one of the enclosures, where their friends were 
assembled, these visitors commenced their saluta- 
tions by pressing noses with each in succession, and 
then sat down in silence ; the women setting up a 
tanffiy or " crying of welcome." Baskets of hot 
potatoes were then brought in by the slave women, 
and the whole party sat down to their evening meal, 
cmtil the bell struck for karakiay or prayers. 

A whale having been lately driven ashore by a 
gale, in one of the bays near the entrance of the 
harbour, the natives had been busily engaged in col- 
lecting the oil, to supply the lamps of their sleeping- 
houses, and to sell to the Europeans of the settle- 
ment. The mode they employed for conveying the 
oil was curious : having no bottles, they obtained a 
number of the large pods of a species of seaweed 
that grows on the rocks off Evans's Bay ; these they 
filled with oil, and then tied them up at the mouth 
with flax. Each pod held upwards of a quart, and 
resembled in appearance a bottle of caoutchouc. 

The potato is the staff of life to the New Zea : 
lander; it supplies every meal, and its cultivation 
occupies a considerable portion of their time at eer« 
tain seasons of the year. Before putting the pota- 
toes into the ovens, they are washed by the slave 
women in the stream which runs past every village. 
The woman, having the potatoes in a flax-basket or 
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^' kit/' Tvith two handles, goes into the stream, aad 
putting one foot into the basket with the roots, takes 
hold of the handles, and commences shaking them 
furiously, her foot acting as a scrobbing-brosh ; in 
this way the potatoes are effectually cleansed in t 
few minutes. 

I spent several days amongst the natiyes aionod 
Port Nicholson, remaining with them in their pali9» 
sketching, and taking portraits of th^ priocipd 
personages. To accomplish the latter required con- 
siderable tact, which I only acquired by experienee; 
for had I painted a slave, a child, or some mum- 
portant individual, it was in vain afterwards to 
attempt to obtain the portrait of a superior. My 
plan was, therefore, first to pay this compliment to 
the chief of highest rank amongst his tribe, and 
then the whole population were candidates as sab* 
jects for my pencil. 

My last afternoon at Te Aro was quite a gala-daj 
with the natives ; Kutia, the wife of the celebrated 
Rauparaha, and his son Ko Katu, having arrived 
on a visit to Port Nicholson. Kahoki, the daugh- 
ter of the chief of the Boturua lakes, and niece of 
Bauparaha, was also there ; and she prevailed on 
her relatives to sit to me for their portraits. Ko 
Katu wore his native costume, but not half an hoar 
afterwards he came to wish me good evening in as 
English dress suit, as he was about to dine with one 
of the settlers at Wellington. Rauparaha's wife 
is an exceedingly stout woman, and wears her baifi 
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whicli is very stiff and wiry, combed ap into an erect 
nuiss upon her head, about a foot in height, somewhat 
sfier the fashion of the Tonga islanders ; which, com- 
ianed with her size, give^ her a remarkable appear- 
nice. She was well dressed in a flax mat of native 
manafacture, thickly ornamented with tufts of co- 
loured wool ; and one of her nieces wore silk stock- 
ings, and slippers of patent leather : this gay damsel 
was, moreover, a very pretty girl, and knew how to set 

her charms to advanti^e ; for, over a European 
, she had retained her native ornaments, and 
wrapped herself coquettishly in a, beautiful kaitaka,"*^ 
displaying her large hazel eyes above its silky folds. 
Kahoki had recourse to a looking-glass, before 
which she made her toilet ; and so delighted was 
Ae with the painter's art, that she offered to accom- 
pany me with her attendants on a sketching tour to 
the lakes at Roturua, promising me her protection 
<uk[ influence amongst her friends to obtain all the 
portraits I might desire. 

In the evening there was a haka^ or dance and 
8ong: the performers, stripped to the waist, went 
through all manner of strange gestures, rolling 
their eyes and making hideous faces, as an accom- 
paniment to the song ; which was very loud and bois- 
terous, and frequently sounded in the throat, with a 

* -S haitahi is the finest kind of dress, made of the pJwrmium 
^fnaxy or New Zealand flax ; it is highly valued, and is ornamented 
^^ a richly embroidered border, in vandyke patterns, from one to 
^^^ feet m depth. 
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peculiar shaking and twirling of the fingers, with 
both hands extended. Draughts and card-playing 
occupied them until nearly midmght. Of the fof" 
mer game especially, the natives are very fond ; it 
is played throughout the interior, where it is called 
E mu ; and many doubts are entertained whether it 
was introduced by the Europeans, as it is played in 
a different manner. Neither in this amusement nor 
that of cards do the natives play for money ; yet the 
success of the game frequently occasions quarrels 
between the opposite parties. 

Nga Hauranga \% a small native settlement, aboat 
three miles from Wellington, picturesquely situated 
at the mouth of a glen, where a gurgling stream 
issues into the harbour. Half a canoe, ornamented 
with an arabesque work in red and black, and snr* 
mounted at the top by a bunch of AoAa* feathers, 
denotes the tomb of the late chief, Warepouri, who 
died here a few months ago. The tropical-looking 
dragon-trees (dracaena), called ti by the natives, and 
the karaka-tveey grow up the. steep sides of the hilb 
that rise behind Nga Hauranga: the surrounding 
scenery is pleasing, and the native clearings, with 
here and there a cooking hut or a patuka (an ele- 
vated storehouse for grain) erected amongst the 
trees, diversify the scene. 

Farther on is Petoni, where I found the old chief 
E Puni, with a number of his people, who weH 

* Kuha 18 the native term for the nestor meridionalis or sontheri 
nestor, a species of brown parrot, indigenous to New Zealand. 
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iaaly employed in carpentering. Several good 
vioden bouses have been erected by the natives, 
1 lAer the European manner; and lai^e canoes 
mre drawn ap on the beach. The natives here 
We all embraced Cbriatianity, and style themselves 
'mifumari," or missionary people. 

From Petoni, flax marshes extend to the river 
Hntt ; on both sides of the stream there are iiiime- 
tttw settlers' cottages, and further up, some extenave 
darings. The alluvial valley of the Hutt is consi- 
dered the best agricultural dbtrict near port Nichol- 
son, from which it is distant about 10 miles. The 
only road to it irom Wellington is along the beach ; 
doee to which the hills rise abruptly, clothed with 
I>nntifal evergreen shrubs. 

When wars amongst the New Zeaknders were 
freqqent, and each tribe lived in constant expecta- 
tion of an attack from those surrounding it, it was 
castomary to erect fortified strongholds, on the 
Hunmits of steep hills, whence a good look-out was 
^^t over the adjacent -country. A romantic-look- 
Q>g position of this sort still remains not far fi'Oiu 
Petoni : a cluster of native houses crowns the sum- 
mit of a steep eminence, and at the foot of it is a 
binding stream. An unusual firing attracted me 
to the spot, where I found a group of natives 
gathered together in the central court, discharging 
"leir muskets successively : intelligence had been 
received of the death of a neighbouring chief at 
'Ctoni, and at such times it is the custom to fire 

*'OL. I. H 
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away large quantities of powder ; the amount being 
regulated by the rank of the chief. The wonui 
then commenced howling and lamenting in tk 
most woeful strain, and cutting themselves wiA 
sharp pipi shells. After this effusion of grief mi 
over, I supped with them on fish and potatoes, oat of 
their flax baskets ; water being fetched from the 
stream below, by the slave women in large calabasheii 
At sunset, the people of this settlement being "dA- 
sionary" natives, a bell was struck, and they then 
went through their evening devotions, previously to 
retiring to rest. 

Many of the natives around Port Nicholson hate 
become greatly Europeanized : they are literally 
" hewers of wood and drawers of water" to the 
inhabitants. Some act occasionally as servants, Init 
in general they are too independent to remain Ignger 
in a state of servitude than suits their own indiitt- 
tion ; others make good boatmen, and most of the 
whale boats at the fisheries of Cook's Straits aie 
partly manned by Maories. 

The position of the harbour of Port Nicholson, 
at the south-eastern entrance of Cook's Stndts, is 
open to the heavy gales that frequently blow froB 
that quarter in the winter season : between the high 
lands that rise on each side of the entrance to the 
harbour, the wind, at such seasons, rushes in, is 
through a funnel, with unrelenting fury. These 
" south-easters," as they are termed, generally con- 
tinue two or three days, the storm being at iti 
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the measurement of the bones, coald not have been 
less than seventeen feet in height ! Mr. Earl found 
his specimens at the mouth of a river on the East 
coast, buried in an alluvial deposit ; this had been 
carried down by the stream from the mountains of 
the interior, and the bones were partly exposed by 
the receding tide. The natives have strange taki 
and legends respecting this bird ; and some of tbe in- 
habitants about Otago a£Brm that it still exists in tbe 
extensive and unknown plains of the Middle Island. 
Another bird, indigenous to New Zealand, and now 
nearly, if not totally extinct, is the kakapo of the 
natives : an enormous parrot of a dark speckled 
colour, having a green metallic tinge. The natives 
attribute the destruction of this singular bird to the 
introduction of dogs and cats into the island, for as 
it perched upon the lower branches of trees it was 
easily seized when asleep. The natives used to bunt 
it by torch-light, for the sake of its feathers, which 
were very much esteemed as ornaments for the 
head. A single skin, now in the British Museum, 
and a few tufts of the feathers, cut for insertion into 
the hair, are all that now remain extant of tbis 
magnificent specimen of the parrot tribe. 

From Wellington I started on foot, through the 
mountainous forests, for Porirua harbour, to visit 
the settlements of the chief Bauparaha, and his 
fighting general, Bangihaeata; whose conspicuous 
deeds at the late massacre in Wairau valley wen 
still fresh in the minds of the Wellington settleflr 
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My only companion was Taurau or Kopni, a 
nepbew of Te Banparaha ; being the son of Na 
Homa, or " Tom Street," the elder brother of that 
crafty and powerful chief. For three or four miles 
firom Wellington, a road has been formed through 
ihe.' forest, but the path afterwards becomes a 
'narrow track, little better than a Maori foot- 
way; in some places knee-deep with mud, and 
in- others so overgrown with tangled liands and 
'supplejacks as to be scarcely passable : fallen trees 
constantly obstructed the way; and owing to the 
laite heayy rains, we were frequently compelled to 
wade for a considerable distance. The scenery 
along this forest track is, for the whole twelve 
miles, exceedingly picturesque. The lofty forest — 
filled with noble trees of gigantic growth, clothed 
not only with their own evergreen foliage, but with 
innnmerable parasitical plants, ferns, mosses, and 
orchid®, climbing up to their very summits — pre- 
sents a scene of luxuriant vegetation not to be sur- 
passed in the tropics. Beneath the upper canopy 
of forest-trees — such as the rimu pine, the kaikatea^ 
the totara^ kaliikatoa, rata, and many others of enor- 
mous growth, all affording excellent timber and 
ornamental wood — there is an undergrowth in these 
damp and windless twilight solitudes, composed of 
the nikau palm (areca sapida), and the beautiful tree- 
fiem, which is the glory of the New Zealand forest, 
and has been aptly styled the king of ferns. It is 
in New Zealand that the cyathea dealbata and the 
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cyathea medyHaris may be seen in thdr nati 
nance, towering to a height of twenty < 
feet, and occasionally attaining even a sti 
altitude. Every yalley in the forest is ui 
by a gurgling stream ; and the banks of 
on each side are generally clothed with i 
mass of magnificent ferns and draccBtuB, 
the mosses are extremely beautifnl ; a scar] 
\ " enlivens the decaying trees, and there is { 

spot of an inch square that is not the reo 
yegetable life, in these dense and teeming 
On emerging from the forest, we came 
shores of the harbour ; low sandy fiats st 
for some distance, and the hills around ar 
with fern and belts of forest descendin 
shore. Many native houses are scattered 
margin of the harbour; and as the tide 
the women were busily employed in gathei 
a species of cockle, from the uncovered fi 
pinna mussel {pinna Zealandica) was found 
derable abundance, sticking in the mud at 1 
of a small river that discharged itself into 
hour. To the left were extensive native 
tions, and a small kainga or Maori''^ settb 
which we halted ; my companion informinj 
it was the property of his father, Na I 
" Tom Street." We found the old chief 
his potato ground, superintending his pe 

* Maori is the native term for New Zealandcr: it 
anything indigenouf, as wai maori, *' water." 
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^*Ves who were at work clearing the ground in 
^^iness for the next crop. He is the tohunga, or 
f^icst, of the family ; and though he does not enter 
^^ active warfare, or the struggle for power, like 
^^ brother Bauparaha, yet his influence is very 
Sl^ty and his counsel is sought on all occasions of 
^portance connected with his tribe. He is a fine- 
^Ooking and venerable old man, much tattoed; 
llioagh, from the length of time since the lines have 
l)een retouched, many of them are nearly obliterated : 
(or engraving on fleshy as well as on metal, requires 
Retouching. His person is regarded as strictly 
sacred; and, according to the custom of the New 
Zealanders^ his wife, £ Wai, who had recently been 
ill, was made " tapu^' or sacred, for a certain length 
of time; during which period everything that she 
touched became " tapu'' also, for the space of three 
days. It was singular to observe the various places 
where she had sat upon the ground, or rested to 
partake of food, fenced off with a slight circle of 
boughs stuck into the earth, to prevent any one 
trespassing on these sacred 4ipots, and thus breaking 
the "tepti;' 

After leaving the old chief, we proceeded to the 
mouth of the harbour, which we crossed in a canoe, 
and arrived at Porirua pah. Close to it is a sub* 
stantial house belonging to Jordy Thorns, a master 
whaler, who has been engaged in his occupation 
along the shores of Cook's Straits, for upwards of 
twenty years. He married the sister of Rauparah a 
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by which alliance he secared the friendship of the 
powerful Nga ti toa tribe, and also several fine 
tracts of land for his children. Thoms's wife died a 
few years since, and was buried at Te awa iti, near 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, on the opposite shores of 
the straits, where Thorns has another house and 
whaling-station. Here Kopai left me for the nigbt; 
and, whilst I was sharing pot-luck with the whalen 
— eating my supper of potatoes and buttermilk, by 
the light of a tin lamp filled with most odoriferoo 
blubber-oil — my young guide proceeded a mik 
further along the beach, to Taupo pah, where hii 
young and handsome wife, E Wai, resided. The 
beach between the two pahs is strewn with the libi 
and skulls of whales. Exactly opposite to Tanpo 
pah is the island of Mana, or Table Island, distant 
about five miles from the shore ; and further on, to 
the right, looking towards the straits, is Kapiti, or 
Entry Island, — both which have long been Ban- 
paraha's strongholds. A few hundred yards beyond 
Taupo pah, a new and very substantial stockade 
has been erected by Rangihaeata, since the massacre 
at Wairau, as a place of retreat in case of attack. 

The history of Bauparaha is one of the most 
eventful of any of the New Zealand chiefs on re- 
cord. His birth-place was at Kawhia, on the west 
coast ; from which, with his powerful tribe, he was 
expelled by the Nga Pui hosts, from the Bay of 
Islands, in conjunction with the tribes of Waikato. 
He afterwards conquered the people on both shores 
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of Cook's Straits, and took forcible possession of 
their lands, where he has since dwelt. By his skill 
in warfare, and wily cunning, he has acquired great 
reputation amongst his tribe. He came from Kawhia 
as the fighting general of Ti Pahi; and, after the 
latter was slain at Otago, he became chief of the 
tribe. The slaughter of Ti Pahi was attended with 
the most revolting traits of cannibalism : he was 
tied up to a tree by his heels, and his throat cut ; 
liis enemies sucking the blood that flowed from the 
wound. Bauparaha, to revenge the death of Ti 
Pahi, engaged with the master of an English vessel, 
of the name of Stewart, to carry him and a detach- 
ment of his people, under pretence of a trading 
voyage, to Otago ; where the master coaxed on 
board a leading chief of the tribe and his family, 
some of whom were immediately despatched. Rau- 
paraha and Stewart, with their party, then landed, 
and, laying waste the settlements, killed every man, 
woman, and child indiscriminately that came in their 
way. The chief, who had been enticed on board, 
was made fast in the cabin by a hook through his 
throat; and, in despair at seeing his daughter the 
victim of these monsters, he killed her with his own 
hands. During the voyage back to Kapiti, the old 
man was murdered ; and it is a fact, that one of the 
ship's coppers was in use for cooking human flesh 
for the guests, and that Stewart and his crew parti- 
cipated, if not in the feast, in the atrocious mur- 
der and revolting preparations for it. By similar 

31 5 
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treachery, Bauparaha has acquired his power it 
other parts, and become the terror of the surroiiiid* 
ing tribes. The Nga ti awas, who inhabit P(fft 
Nicholson and Queen Charlotte's Sound, are fre- 
quently in alliance with him ; and more than onoe^ 
in the midst of a fight against their common sontb- 
ern enemies, Bauparaha has deserted them, with lui 
people. In traffic with Europeans, this chief dii- 
plays all his subtlety and craftiness, altemttdiy 
begging and extorting, and using threats if he thinb 
that he has a superiority of power. It is in con- 
junction with Rangihaeata, his fighting general, tint 
Rauparaha now carries on his plans of war&ni 
Rangihaeata, though one of the most ferocious chie& 
of New Zealand, has less of deception and conniog 
than Rauparaha. He is a man of strong passionii 
and enormous strength; and, whilst RaupanJii 
gains his end by treachery and plotting, Rangihaealft 
fights like a lion when once roused to action. 

In the month of April 1843, the massacre of tbe 
Europeans at the Wairau valley took place; ia 
which tragedy both Rauparaha and Rangihaeata 
took the most prominent part. The occasion of 
dispute between the settlers and the natives, was 
owing to the surveyors belonging to the New 
Zealand Company persisting in surveying land in 
the Wairau valley, which they alleged had been 
fairly purchased from the natives. Rauparaha, on 
the other hand, denied this, and forbade their pro- 
ceeding. After burning the huts which the sur- 
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yeyors bad erected upon the land in question, the 
natives removed the property of the Europeans, un- 
tonched, to the sea-side, and desired them to dis- 
<;ontinue measuring their land ; at the same time 
iuforming them that they must quit the place, and 
remove back to the opposite side of the straits, from 
whence they came. The surveyors refused, and Mr. 
Thompson, the police magistrate, on hearing the 
intelligence at Nelson, issued a warrant against 
Bauparaha, on a charge of arson. Meanwhile, the 
natives gathered at the Wairau, to the number of 
one hundred or upwards, all resolutely determined 
to protect their land, and to drive off the surveyors 
belonging to the New Zealand Company. The 
magistrate having issued his warrant, proceeded him- 
self to the Wairau, with an armed force, amounting, 
in all, to about fifty individuals, and determined to 
attend the execution of the warrant himself: think- 
ing that the natives would be awed by the authority 
of the law. On the evening of Thursday, June 
15th, the party landed at Wairau from the Govern- 
ment brig, and ascended a few miles up the liver. 
On the Saturday following they proceeded still far- 
ther up the river, and found Bangihaeata and his 
party of natives encamped on an open space, before 
a wood, on the right bank of a deep stream called 
Tua Marina, which flows into the Wairau, and ^is 
here about thirty feet wide. A canoe was placed as 
a bridge, and the leading individuals connected with 
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the Company, amongst whom was Captun Wake- 
field, fc^tepped over. 

The poHce magistrate then called on Baapanb 
and Ilangihaeata. The former alone came fo^ 
ward, and Mr. Thompson told him that he was 
the Queen's representative ; that he had warranti 
against him and Bangihaeata for the destruction of 
the property of Mr. Cotterell the surveyor, and that 
he required him to go on board the brig, taking with 
him some of his foHowers, where the matter should 
be investigated. Rauparaha said that Mr. Spain, 
who was not yet arrived, would inquire into and 
settle the business in a little while. Mr. Thompson 
explained that Mr. Spain's business lay in deci(Ung 
as to land-claims ; that this was a question aboot 
destruction of property, and had nothing to do witl 
the ownership of the Wairau. Bauparaha requested 
to have the matter decided on the spot; and pro- 
fessed his readiness to make the compensation to 
Mr. Cotterell required by the magistrates, provided 
their decision pleased him. Mr. Thompson replied 
that the case must be heard on board the Govern- 
ment brig, whither Bauparaha must accompany 
him. On Bauparaha's reiterated refusal to comply 
with this proposal, put in direct terms to him, Mr. 
Thompson declared he would compel him. Rao- 
paraha said he did not want to fight, but that if 
the white people fought he would fight too. Mr. 
Thompson, pointing to the armed men, threatened 
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that he and his party should be fired upon. Sixteen 
Datives immediately sprang to their feet and pre- 
lented fire-arms. Rangihaeata now came forward 
sind vehemently defied the magistrates and their 
power — exclaiming that " they did not go to Eng- 
land to interfere with the white people, and de- 
manded why the latter came there to interfere with 
them." The conversation now became very rapid 
and violent, and the chief Puaha (who, by frequently 
attempting to intercede, seems only to have rendered 
matters worse) again stepped forward with his bible 
in his hand, and prayed that there might be no 
strife. At last Mr. Thompson called out, " Captain 
England, let the men advance." 

The conference with the chiefs lasted about 

twenty minutes or half an hour. Great trouble 

was taken to explain to them the non-connexion of 

these proceedings with the land-claims ; and every 

assurance was given them of a fair hearing of what 

they might have to say in their defence. It was, 

besides, abundantly explained that they were not 

now to be taken to punishment, but to trial : that 

Mr. Cotterell had complained against them, and 

that the complaint must be examined into. Mr. 

Thompson addressed them through the interpreter 

Brooks ; and a native of the Bay of Islands was 

present, who explained to them every word that 

was said. 

In the mean time, the men left on the other side 
of the stream had been divided into two bodies. 
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consisting of sixteen and seTenteen respectively; 

one under the command of Captain England, the 

other under that of Mr. Howard. When the &• 

pute was at the highest, Captain Wakefield, pe^ 

ceiving the danger of being separated from tbe 

men, should a collision arise, proceeded to the 

creek with the intention of bringing them over as 

a canoe, which, with the consent of the natively 

was laid across it. In the canoe the men met Capttn 

Wakefield, whom the rest of the gentlemen were 

apparently following, '* Keep your eyes on them, 

my men — they have their guns pointed at ns," »id 

Captain Wakefield, with characteristic coolness, to 

the advancing men. At this moment (observing 

some movement among the natives towards Hr* 

Thompson or the gentlemen), he exclaimed in i 

loud voice with great energy, "Men, forward I 

Englishmen, forward!" and a shot was fired, 

according to the explicit and consistent evidence of 

Joseph Morgan, by one of the Maories, which laid 

his comrade Tyrrel dead at his feet. These two 

men, with Northam, also killed at almost the same 

time and spot, were in advance of their party, and 

on the opposite bank of the stream when this 

occurred. 

It was then, apparently, that Mr. Thompson gave 
orders to fire, if any were given at all. Before he 
could be obeyed, however, the Maories had fired a 
volley which was instantly returned. The gentle- 
men were crossing while this went on; Captain 



MA8SACR£ OF WAIRAU. 255 

England, the last of them, wading tlirough the 
water, into which he had fallen, holding on by the 
dde of the canoe. Those of Mr. Howard's party 
who had reached the other bank, returned at the 
same time. The firing was kept up briskly on both 
sides for a few minutes; but in this skirmishing the 
Maories had greatly the advantage, the bushes on 
their side being mnch closer and affording far better 
concealment. This, and tlieir previous confusion 
from meeting in the canoe, may account for the 
greater loss of life among the Englishmen. 

Immediately after crossing, Mr. Patchett received 
a shot in his left side. He leaped up, and fell 
mortally wounded on the spot where he had been 
standing. Captain Wakefield, observing his men 
already retreating — as well, probably, as the disad- 
vantage at which they were fighting, their enemies 
being almost invisible and themselves exposed — 
ordered them to retire to form on the hill. At this 
moment, " it is ascertained that the natives were on 
the point of taking to flight, when Rauparaha, 
seeing the retreat, excited his men, who, raising a 
war-cry, darted across the stream in pursuit of the 
Europeans." These latter retreated, without order, 
in the direction of the hill; Mr. Thompson, Captain 
Wakefield, Captain England, and Mr. Howard, 
urging them, "for God's sake, to keep together!" 
but in vain. On the first brow, the most strenuous 
efforts were made by these gentlemen to induce the 
men to stand and form on the hill. Mr. Howard 
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called to them to fix their bayonets and come to tte 
charge. They, however, kept retreating up titf 
hill, firing as they went. Captain Wakefidd, 
therefore, in order to prevent a further sacrifice of 
life, ordered the firing to cease, and Captain Eag" 
land and Mr. Howard advanced towards the Mao- 
ries with a white handkerchief in token of peace. 
Those in advance of the retreating party, however, 
still kept up a running fire as they pushed up ibe 
hill, which was returned by the natives on the 
whole party indiscriminately. Mr. Thompson wai 
seen about this time, by one who escaped, stamping 
on the ground, and clutching his hair, as he ex- 
claimed, "Oh, men! men!" in bitter regret and 
disgust at their conduct. The retreating party and 
the natives continuing to fire, Captain Wakefidd 
and the gentlemen about him were compelled to 
proceed further up the hill, in order, if possible, to 
put an end to the conflict. 

On the second brow, Captain Wakefield said, 
" Your only chance of life is to throw away your 
arms and lie down." He and Mr. Thompson and 
Brooks again shouted " Kati ! " (peace) and waved 
a white handkerchief. Besides the last-named pe^ 
sons, there were present Captain England, Mr. 
Richardson, Mr. Howard, and some of the consta* 
bles. The rest fled up the hill and in difierent 
directions, and were pursued a little way by some rf 
the natives, who " had with them a dog, which they 
shouted to and encouraged in the same manner as 
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^hen they hunt pigs." The natives now ceased 
'Hng, and as they came up the white men delivered 
ip their arms at Captain Wakefield's order. He 
himself gave .up a pistol to one of them. The whole 
>arty seem then to have gone a little further down 
be hill, where most of the natives, with Hauparaha 
lid Bangihaeata, immediately joined them. The 
faories having shaken hands with the prisoners, 
'ho were standing in a group, loaded their guns, 
nd seated themselves in a half-circle before them, 
le two chiefs occupying the extremities. Mr. 
tichaxdson, who had received a shot in the hip, 
•om which the blood flowed freely, requested Mr. 
*hompson to examine it, which he did. The Mao- 
les brandished their tomahawks over the heads of 
Dme of the defenceless men ; Mr. Thompson, ob- 
BFving this, said to Rauparaha, " Kati," which he 
epeated, and the others then desisted. Rangihaeata 
ad wounded his foot by treading on a sharp- 
ointed stump, and Captain England, seeing the 
ature of the wound, took a penknife from his 
ocket, which Bampton handed to him to cut out 
be splinter with. Having succeeded in doing so, 
e oflfered to return the knife, but Captain England 
gnified that he would make him a present of it. 
rold was offered as a ransom, but ineffectually. 
wo natives then approached Captain Wakefield, 
id^ seizing him, attempted to strip off his coat, 
olouring highly, it seems he endeavoured to draw 
lother pistol, as Mr. Howard was heard to say, 
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** For God*s sake, sir, do nothing rash !" or wordi 
to that effect. Other natives laid hold of Mr. 
Thompson, and were taking his coat and watch. 

One of the party, by name Oeorge Bainptan, 
succeeded in retreating, unobserved, behind some • 
bushes, where he crept beneath a thicket. After 
having lain there near ten minutes, he heard about 
five guns fired; and immediately after, a henj 
dull sound, as it appeared to him, of a beating or 
chopping on the ground. He heard no cries nor 
screams. Another of the party, who left before the 
actual surrender, and lay hid at a greater ^ig fa^Tin^ 
heard guns fired at intervals of about five minotai 
between each, and much shouting and hallooing bj 
the natives. 

According to native accounts given to those <m 
board the brig, on her second visit to the WwU| 
after the surrender of the white men to the natively 
Puaha again endeavoured to become a peace-maker, 
and urged on his countrymen that enough blooi 
had been shed. The number of killed being neadj 
equal on both sides, this was acceded to by Raapir 
raha, and the two parties shook hands. Wlukt 
standing quietly in a group, they were jcuned by 
Bangihaeata, who, having already killed the wounded 
on his way, demanded the lives of those who had 
surrendered. To this Ranparaha at first objected; 
but, on Bangihaeata's calling on him " not to forget 
his daughter" (one of Bangihaeata's wives, who had 
been killed before by a chance shot), he offered no 
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further opposition. Standing in tbe midst of the 
Maories, the white men were easily separated ; and 
whilst in this defenceless situation, perhaps without 
even a thought of treachery, Rangihaeata silently 
glided round, getting behind each singly, and with 
his tomahawk brained them all in succession : in 
spite of the intercession of the women, who cried to 
him to " save some of the rangatiras (gentlemen), if 
only to say they had saved some." 

Messrs. Tuckett and Barnicoat, and a man named 
Gay, who left their party after the first ineffectual 
offer of surrender, with seven other men whom they 
overtook, one of whom was badly wounded, reached 
the coast, and with great difficulty obtained a boat 
from a whaling station to put tbem on board the 
brig. Two boats having been sent ashore to pick 
up stragglers, none of whom appeared, the brig, 
shortly after dusk on the same day, sailed for Wel- 
lington, to obtain surgical assistance for the wounded, 
and aid in rescuing such as were believed to be 
prisoners. The brig reached Wellington early the 
following morning, which was Sunday. A public 
meeting was immediately called, and seventy volun- 
teers enrolled themselves to proceed to Cloudy Bay. 
The brig set sail the same morning ; but, it coming 
on to blow a violent gale from the south-east, she 
was obliged to anchor for two days. Tbe mode of 
proceeding was then altered, and a deputation from 
the bench of magistrates sailed for Cloudy Bay on 
Wednesday. The weather prevented them entering 
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the river before Saturday ; and, on arriTing at the 
fatal spot, they found that Mr. Ironside, the Wei- 
leyan Missionary stationed at Cloudy Bay, having 
preceded them with two boats' companies d 
whalers, had discovered seventeen of the dead 
bodies, and had already commenced their interment 
on the spot, according to the rites of the Chnrdi 
of England. 

As soon as the news reached Nelson, persons 
were sent round by land with provisions, and ordeis 
to keep up large fires. Some returned this waj, 
having subsisted on wild turnips for several days. 
Others who had remained hid in the fern or bosk 
till after the departure of the natives, were taken up 
by the brig on her return. 

The first resolve of the natives, after this shocking 
massacre, was to conceal themselves till night, and 
under its shadow, board the brig, kill every one thej 
found there, and then massacre the whole of tbe 
Europeans in the Straits. This sanguinary scheme 
was frustrated by the sailing of the brig for WelHng- 
ton early in the evening. They are said aflierwardfl 
to have been seized with great terror, and to have 
determined to retire up the Manawatu (in the 
northern island) to a fortified pah in the interiofi 
there to await the vengeance of the white men, 
whom they fully expected would follow. 

This account of the massacre of Wairaa is ii 
narrated by the Europeans who were participators 
in the conflict, and interested in the land question 
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there. The natives have a different story to tell : 
tbejsaj that the Europeans fired first, and shot 
Bangihaeata's wife, and that they themselves had no 
wish to fight until their passions were roused, when 
ftey fought in self-defence. The English were un- 
doubtedly wrong in erecting buildings upon lands to 
which they had no established claim — upon land, 
the sale of which was disputed, and respecting 
which the commissioner, Mr. Spain, had not yet 
given his decision. They were also wrong in appre- 
Iiending Rauparaha, who had committed no crime, 
and endeavouring to seize him by main force. But 
the natives, by pitting to death in cold blood the 
prisoners who had surrendered themselves into their 
hands, were guilty of a crime that their barbarous 
system of warfare scarcely allows. It was an act of 
savage revenge, and was prompted by one indivi- 
dual. Indeed, I have heard it stated, by those who 
^ere connected with this sanguinary affair, that 
Hangihaeata,with his own hand, massacred all those 
who were taken prisoners, in order to revenge the 
death of his favourite wife : who was one of the 
daughters of Hauparaha, and was shot whilst sitting 
at the fire. 

At Rangihaeata's pah, I found his second wife, 
E Pori, a diminutive old woman, with a most un- 
prepossessing appearance. She was sitting on the 
ground wrapped in a flax-mat dyed purple, which 
svas very much worn, and her hair was gathered up 
ind tied in a knot at the crown of the head. 
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Huribanga, Rangihaeata's tohwuffa, or heathen 
priest, was also present ; he wore a yery coaise flax 
cloak of the kind called ktzkahu, and was certainlj 
one of the most villainons-lookin^ old fellows I ever 
beheld : his eyes were bloodshot, and his capiditj 
equalled that of Ranparaha. I presented him witk 
some tobacco, and whilst my fiiend Kopai engaged 
him in conyersation, I sat down before him and 
commenced his portrait: every moment apprehenfflTe 
that this sacred personage wonld suddenly rise and 
object to being thus represented, as was the ease 
with Rangihaeata ; but the old lady, who had pre- 
viously honoured me with a sitting, kept his refe- 
rence in such a good humour, that he took no notiee 
of me or my brushes, whilst the Maori cliildren 
crowded round me in utter amazement at seeing tbe 
awful tohungds visage gradually becoming manifest 
upon my sketch-book. 

On the brow of a steep hill overlooking thk 
pah stood a singular erection of sticks, almofit 
resembling basket-work, elevated on four upriglit 
posts, and having a simicircular top. Within this 
cage-like building was placed a variety of different 
articles : household utensils, skins, calabashes, and 
dried fish ; and several garments and baskets were 
suspended from the sticks underneath. Tliis proved 
to be a " wahi tapu^'' or sacred place, of a peculiar 
kind, serving as a receptacle for goods and property 
that had become subject to the right of ** tapu" for 
a certain length of time. 
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Many of the natives in the pah below the hills 
were employed in cooking the fish of the pawa, or 
pearl-shell {haliotis), in the ashes. It is tough and 
unpalatable ; yet the Maories are partial to it, and 
gather vast quantities, for the purpose of food ; 
and likewise to obtain the pearly portion of the 
shells, with which they manufacture the eyes of their 
grotesque wooden images. They also form their 
fish-hooks by attaching a thin layer of the iridescent 
pawa to a piece of wood, so as to glitter in the water 
like a fish, when dangling astern of their canoes. 
The hook itself is inyariably manufactured out of a 
piece of human bone. With this pawa, they were 
regaling themselves upon small cakes made of pota- 
toes, which had been steeped for several weeks in 
fresh water, and were of course perfectly putrid. 
The taste of these delicacies is so disgusting, that 
extreme hunger could scarcely tem])t one to touch 
ihem; and their odour, when hot, is sufKcient to 
drive out of the pah any European whose organs of 
amelling are in any degree acute. The houses or 
hats were many of them thatched witli the leaves of 
the uikaUj or cabbage palm (areca sapida) ; and the 
black stems of the tree-fern frequently appeared 
amongst the fencing-posts that divided one court- 
yard from another. The fern-stems are porous and 
spongy, and the roots are used by the natives to 
cover over the entrances to their potato-stores ; 
these are sank in the ground, the porous nature of 
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the root imbibing the superabundant moisture &oa 
above. 

With some difficulty I obtained a canoe from 
Rangihaeata's wife, who pretended they were aS 
" tapu;" and, with three of the slaves belongiBgto 
the pah, I crossed to the island of Mana, or TaUe 
Island, which is about five miles from the shore. It 
was a dangerous passage; for, on getting out in the 
open straits, from beneath the lee of the high land 
to the eastward, we were nearly swamped in the 
trough of the sea : the canoe rocking from side to 
side, and taking in water faster than we could bale 
it out. Drenched with salt water and spray, we 
landed at a small pah, now nearly deserted, conart^ 
ing of not more than a dozen houses. Here, how- 
' ever, still remained two of the most perfect and 
elaborately ornamented native buildings in this po^ 
tion of the straits, — the celebrated house, belonging ' 
to Rangihaeata, called Kai tariff ata^ or " Eat man;* 
and the mausoleum of E Tohi, the sister of Raupa- 
raha. Kai tangata, or "Eat man" house, is a wooden 
edifice in the primitive Maori style, of large dimei- 
sions, with the door-posts and the boards forming 
the portico curiously and elaborately carved in 
grotesque shapes, representing human figures, fire* 
quently in the most indecent attitudes : the eyes are 
inlaid with patoa shell, and the tattooing of the 
faces is carefully cut. The tongues of all these 
figures are monstrously large, and protrude out of 
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be mouthy as a mark of defiance towards their 
Juemies who may approach the house. The whole 
>f the carved work, as well as the wooden parts 
>f the building, are coloured red with kokowaiy an 
>chre, found principally on the sides of the volcano 
of Taranaki. The portico or verandah of Rangi- 
baeata's house is about twelve feet deep, and the 
ridge-pole and frame-boards of the roof are richly 
painted in spiral arabesques of black and red ; the 
QQargin of each spiral being dotted with white spots, 
v^hich adds richness to the efiect. The spaces be- 
tween the wood-work are filled up with variegated 
reeds, beautifully arranged with great skill, and 
fastened together with strips of flax dyed red, and 
tied crosswise, so as to present the appearance of 
ornamental basket-work. Above the centre of the 
gable-roofed portico is fixed a large wooden head, 
elaborately tattooed, with hair and a beard fastened 
on, composed of dogs' tails. Within the house is a 
<^ryed image^ of most hideous aspect, that supports 
the ridge-pole of the roof: this is intended to repre- 
sent the warlike proprietor, and is said by the natives 
^0 be entirely the work of Rangihaeata's own hand. 
Many of the chiefs, as well as the tohuryas, or 
priests of New Zealand, excel in carving and tattoo- 
Dg ; and it is not unfrequent to find, at the head of 
heir canoes, richly executed figures and ornaments, 
rhich have been designed by the chiefs to whom 
hey belong. 
The tomb or mausoleum of E Tohi is erected 
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near to the ^' Kai tangata." It consists of a semir 
circular erection of wood, within which the bodj 
was placed in an upright position. The roof is 
square, and projects like a verandah all round, dop- 
ing towards the back ; it is supported by posts at 
the corners, and, like the central coffin or boz,ii 
richly ornamented with spiral arabesques. The 
ornamental work on the coffin is entirely red and 
^ white, whilst the other portions, together with ihe 
double row of paling that surrounds it, are colonred 
black and red. In front of the projecting roof is 
suspended a richly embroidered haUaka mat; and 
tufts of the feathers of the albatross are arranged, 
at intervals, along the frame-work. This spot, snd 
the ground for a certain distance surrounding it, are 
strictly tapu ; and it would be more than his lifc 
were worth for a slave, or an inferior native, to in- 
fringe upon its sanctity. Like all the Maori worb 
of art, these erections are entirely composed of 
wood, and other perishable materials; and owing to 
the humid climate, and the custom of never repai^ 
ing these sacred edifices, they soon rot, and fiJl to 
pieces. The natives have now ceased to constroet 
works of so much labour and ingenuity, and content 
themselves with building a raupo hut to dwell in. 
The consequence is, that in a few years not a single 
aboriginal edifice, displaying that skill in earring 
and ornament for which the New Zealanders hsTO 
been so pre-eminently distinguished among savage 
nations, will exist throughout the whole country: 
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even at the present hour they are rarely to be met 
with, excepting m the heart of the interior. Day 
after day have I spent exploring ruined and tapued 
pahs, frequently by stealth, searching for these 
primitiye works of an extraordinary and ingenious 
people. In the most remote portions of the interior, 
between Mokau and Taupo, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Otawhao, 1 50 miles up the Waikato river, 
I have found houses splendidly carved, in ruins, 
Unidst the decay and overgrown vegetation of their 
long since deserted pahs. A desire to preserve me- 
morials of the skill and ingenuity of a race of savages, 
who themselves ere long may pass away, and become, 
like their houses, matters of history, induced me to 
make carefully coloured drawings on the spot of 
the most curious and characteristic specimens of 
Maori architecture and carving. 

At the Island of M ana we found Banghiaeata's 
only daughter, who is married to a whaler residing 
there. She is a tall, masculine-looking woman, 
about twenty-five years of age, with a profusion 
of black hair, which she ties in a knot at the 
crown of her head ; she was dressed in the Euro- 
pean fashion, in a blue cotton print, but retained 
the mako^ or shark's teeth, in her ears, and wore 
suspended round her neck the tiki, or household 
^od of green jade, which passes as an heir-loom 
imongst families. 

^ Oar return to the main land was a hazardoos 
me. We hoisted a small sail, and the canoe darted 

n 2 
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through the breakers like an arrow, but heavy 
squalls came down from the bills with such violence 
that we were nearly upset ; after taking in the sail, 
we paddled through a terrific surf till we reached 
a reef, against which the canoe was dashed by the 
waves, and we were for an instant buried in the 
foam of the succeeding breaker. Fortunately we 
were able to scramble on to the rocks, and the 
water not being more than breast high, we waded 
ashore, miserably wet and cold ; where we 
Kopai awaiting our return. 
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CLOUDY BAY — TE AWA ITI — QUEEN CHARLOTTe's 
SOUND — ^VOYAGE TO AUCKLAND — DESCRIPTION OF 
THE TOWN. 

Soon after returning from Porirua and my visit 
^ the Nga ti toa tribe, I crossed to the Southern 
island; whither the schooner was bound to pro- 
^^re oil and whalebone from the fisheries at Cloudy 
•^y. A fair breeze carried us quickly out of Port 
Nicholson harbour ; the day was clear and bright, 
^Od the sun shone brilliantly on the Tararua moun- 
'^ins, their snowy ridges appearing almost close to 
■^8, forming a grand and beautiful background to 
ixe valley of the Hutt. The course of the river lay 
^tween successive ridges of picturesque hills, dark 
^oods, and sunny fern-clad heaths ; and here and 
here a curl of smoke denoted some clearing, or 
lative potato ground. Close to the water's edge, 
Jong the margin of silvery sand that met the blue 
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and lake-like harbour, the settlement of Petom 
glittered in the sunlight ; and the deep blue bosom 
of the water was enlivened by the white sails of 
fishing canoes thickly scattered over its surface in 
that direction. The night was very cold, and aa 
extremely vivid orange glow pervaded the sky till 
long after sunset. So clear and transparent was 
the atmosphere, that during the night, whilst cross- 
ing the straits, the snowy mountains of both islands 
were distinctly visible, though miles apart. 

In Cloudy Bay we were all day beating up 
against a contrary wind, to " fetch" the entrance to 
Tory Channel. This is an arm of the sea, running 
like a broad river for many miles amongst the 
mountains, and connecting Cloudy Bay with Queen 
Charlotte's Sound. All through this passage the 
water is so deep as to admit of vessels of the largest 
size, and a frigate might anchor in perfect securitj. 
The tide runs in and out at the rate of seven or eight 
knots an hour. The shores of Cloudy Bay consist 
of high rugged hills, descending very abruptly to 
the sea. Beyond these a constant succession of 
mountain ranges present themselves, and the snowy 
Kaikoras, or Lookers-on, have a grand appearance 
as they stretch away to the southward, with their 
stupendous peaks covered with perpetual ice. We 
" stood in" towards the entrance of the Wairaa Valley 
(the scene of the massacre), where that river empties 
itself into Cloudy Bay ; the open fern hills rising ou 
each side, and the extreme distance revealing otbef 
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iQowy summits belonging to the unexplored ranges 
of the interior. 

Old ThomSy the whaler, who is the owner of the 

house and fishing station at Porirua, has also a 

kimilar establishment at Te awa iti, about a mile up 

jtory ChanneL When our schooner had brought 

^ at the entrance of the passage in company with 

" Nelson" brig, waiting until the turn of the tide 

'hieh was now running violently out of the channel, 

I's whale boats came out to assist in towing us 

They were curiously painted, and manned 

tertly by Europeans and partly by Maories: the 

^former were semi-barbarians, both in appearance 

'^^ manners, and certainly acted more like savages 

their so-called companions. The entrance to 

'ofy Channel is narrow and surrounded by steep 

ipices and abrupt rocks, and beneath .them are 

^liany caverns, into which the surf rushed with a 

'Kmnd like thunder. The air was very sharp and 

eoU, and the deep orange glow of the sky after 

ninset, reflected on the snow of the Kaikora moun- 

tlins, made them look strangely beautiful. 

It was night before we cast anchor opposite the 
Wlialing station, surrounded on all sides by steep 
tad wooded mountains; the lights from the whalers' 
Sres easting a lurid reflection in the water, that lay 
perfectly land-locked and tranquil as a mirror. 

The morning revealed a scene of romantic gran- 
lenr : the blue channel of the Tory seemed a noble 
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river, and the woods rose from the water's edge to 
the very summits of the mountains. 

In a sheltered nook or bay, beneath these 
steep precipices, is the settlement of Te awa it^ 
composed of a group of native houses, inhabited 
partly by the Europeans engaged in the whaliogi 
and partly by the natives, who constitute a portion 
of " Jordy Thoms's " establishment. The most pro- 
minent object was the substantial and comfortable 
looking house of the Thoms family— their seat at 
Te awa iti. They had just arrived from Port 
Nicholson in a schooner of their own, called the 
"Three Brothers," after the three half-caste boys 
left by Thoms's Maori wife. Since the death of hii 
wife, who is buried here beneath a native mausoleam 
now nearly destroyed, Thoms undertook a voyage 
to Sydney, for the purpose of obtaining a second 
bride of his own European race, and he made choice 
of a most efficient helpmate. The present Mrs. 
Thoms is enormously robust, and takes an actife 
share in the business of whaling, which appears to 
agree with her admirably : she can steer, scull, and 
pull a whale-boat as well as any one at Te awa itL 
From the deck of our vessel we witnessed the land- 
ing of Thoms's party, and it was like the return of 
the royal family to their miniature realm ; a bevy of 
whalers almost took the mansion by storm, vocife- 
rating loudly for grog, and even the very pigs — the 
domesticated swine at least — evinced their joy at the 
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retafn of their owners by following them to the door 
of. the house. Canoes with natives were constantly 
. arriving alongside the vessel, from the small pahs 
Tip the channel, bringing us pigs, fish, and potatoes, 
with their carved weapons and other articles, for 
barter. 

We landed upon a beach strewn thickly with the 
Vertebrse and ribs of whales, and the stench of the 
putrid carcass of an enormous whale that lay upon 
the sand diffused a most offensive odour through- 
cut the whole settlement ; yet no one but ourselves 
appeared sensible that the stench was at all un- 
pleasant, and when we noticed it, they coolly re- 
marked, " that they did not perceive it, they had 
become so used to it." Vast flocks of gulls were 
feeding upon the decaying flesh of the dead whale* 
which also furnished a daily meal for the pigs and 
poultry. 

With George Thoms for my guide, I rambled 

along the hills, and through the intricate paths of 

the forest, shaded with deep luxuriant vegetation, 

and obtained a succession of the most enchanting 

peeps imaginable of sea and distance through the 

openings amongst the trees. We entered upon 

8ome fern hills, to the right of which were the ruins of 

a once strongly fortified pah belonging to the Nga 

ti kahunis, who were entirely cut to pieces by the 

Nga ti toa tribe from the opposite shores of the straits 

We now descended on to a flat adjoining the sea, 

i^nd entered the remains of a very extensive pah. 

N 5 
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Few of the baildings, and a small portion o&Ij of 
the fences were standing ; bat the occasional strag- 
gling vestiges of its former condition, occurred ia 
every direction. About a dozen huts were still in- 
habited, the occupants of which were at work ia 
an adjoining plantation. Only one solitary slaTe- 
woman was left in care of the habitations^ who was 
accompanied by her tame little pig ; it being a fre- 
quent custom with the Maori females to pet young 
pigs in the same manner as the European ladies 
fondle dogs and kittens. The woman's limbs were 
anointed with kokawai, or red ochre and greftse, to 
protect them from the attacks of the namu, a small 
species of sand-fly, the bite of which is peculiarly 
venomous and irritating. The poor creature showed 
evident signs *of terror at our approach, bat <A 
recognising my companion she became pacified, and 
cooked us some potatoes with extreme good wilL I 
then took her portrait as she leant against the raOs^ 
with her little pig standing beside her; during the 
whole time she stood as one transfixed to the spot, 
evidently fearful of moving a limb, and wondering, 
no doubt, what strange art was being practised 
upon her. We visited another pah, called Okukuri, 
situated just inside the entrance to Tory Channel, at 
the head of a picturesque bay, where we met with a 
number of natives, from one of whom I obtained a 
kaka, or New Zealand parrot (nestor meridionaXs)> 
These birds are frequently found about the dwdlings 
of the natives, fastened bv the leg with a cord of flii 
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to small perches corered with an awning of bark : 

^y are fed on maize and potatoes. Like most of 

tile New Zealand birds, these parrots will not liyeout 

<tf the island ; the change of climate almost always 

I^Ting fatal to them. We retm'ned in a canoe to 

te awa iti, with a party of natives, who had brought 

ieveral fowls and some baskets of potatoes to barter 

%t the vessel. The water was very still and clear, 

and looked intensely blue. Gannets were constantly 

dashing down from overhead, plunging headlong 

into the water, and, with their strong beaks, seizing 

the fi^ which they had descried firom above ; and 

moltitndes of gulls^ cormorants, and divers, made 

the water busy with their restless movements. 

A monument to three native children stands not 
fiur from Thoms's house at Te awa iti. It con- 
Qsts of an upright series of flat boards, with a post 
at each end, on the top of which is a rude represen- 
tation of a head; and the boards are richly pain ted with 
bkiek, red, and white, each board displaying a diffe- 
rent pattern, in angular and spiral arabesque work. 
On the grassy slope of the hill that rises behind the 
settlement is another tomb, erected over the grave of 
a whaler who was formerly resident in the Sound: 
it IB formed, according to the custom of the 
southern tribes, of half a canoe, stuck in the ground 
in an upright position, and ornamented with bro4^ 
stripes of red and white ochre. 

We took tea at Thoms's house, with his family, 
and learned from this veteran whaler that he was the 
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first European to discover and enter Port Nichol- 
son ; and that, thirteen years ago, he settled himself 
at Te awa iti, and commenced building his present 
substantial house, as a home for himself and his 
children. Nearly allied, by marriage, to the power- 
ful Rauparaha, he has nothing to fear from the pos- 
sessors of the soil ; and his children, on the death 
of their native relatives, will become the proprietors 
of large tracts of land appertaining to the Nga ti toa 
tribe. Thoms also narrated to us the particulars of 
several cannibal feasts and deeds of blood, to which 
he had been an eye-witness ; and he could not re- 
frain from contrasting the present period with that 
only seven years ago, when the ghastly spectacle 
of twenty headless trunks brought in canoes, and 
roasted upon the beach in front of Te awa iti, 
marked the celebration of one of Kauparaha's vic- 
tories over the Rangitani. 

Anxious to explore Tory Channel towards Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, and to visit the recent Maori 
tomb of Huriwenua (a chief of great influence, 
whose death had taken place a few weeks previously), 
I obtained a boat from the vessel, and, with Thoms's 
half-caste boys and " Black Charley,*' an Australian 
native belonging to the schooner, I pulled for some 
miles up the Sound. The scenery on all sides is 
enchanting : numerous little bays, having beaches 
of bright and firm sand, indented the shores ; and^ 
amongst the various shells that lay scattered alongi 
these sandy bays, were many examples of the im- 
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perial'or sun trochus, and several fine species of 
2Vrto and Venus. In some places the progress of 
our boat was impeded by beds of kelp spreading 
over the surface of the water, and displaying gigantic 
specimens of marine vegetation. Gulls and cormo- 
rants were hovering over these sea-weed masses, 
bosily' watching for the fish that lay concealed be- 
Death them. 

About six miles up the channel we arrived at 
a small island, resembling a sugar-loaf; the summit 
of which was crowned with the ruins of a pah, 
once a stronghold of the Nga ti kahunis, who 
were driven out of the straits by Rauparaha and his 
tribe. On landing at some rocks at the foot of this 
steep island, it was curious, on looking down into 
the calm crystalline water, to observe the various 
shell-fish feeding, in families as it were, amongst the 
weed at the bottom, at a depth of many feet below 
the surface. It was a lovely day, and the view from 
the summit of the island was magnificent : the eye 
ranging over an extensive and varied prospect of 
endless mountains, clothed with gloomy forests, 
rested on their remote snow-clad peaks, catching a 
fiunt glimpse of the ocean beyond ; while at our feet 
flowed the winding channel, " deeply, darkly, beau- 
tifiiUy blue," with every object mirrored on its wind- 
less surfisuse. But there was no sign of life there. 
Around us lay scattered the wreck of a former popu- 
lation, and the deserted and decaying ruins of their 
once fortified strongholds were undisturbed by the 
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tread of the living: our voices seemed to intmde 
upon the accustomed silence* The sknlls and tombs 
of those who had faUen in the fight peered out 
amongst the rank overgrowth of vegetation, that, 
year after year, wove a denser covering over the 
mouldering traces of the slain ; the thatchwoi^ of 
the houses still remaining, had been scattered by the 
winds of heaven, and the fungus grew thick upon 
the rotten wood. In former days the inhabitants of 
villages were accustomed to retreat to a stronghold 
of this kind, when hard pressed by their enemies ; 
and large stores were dug underground, lor holding 
a supply of potatoes and kumeras, sufficient to pro- 
vide the besieged with food for several months. 
Similar stores existed at this isolated fortificatioii, 
and the entrances to them appeared like wdky half 
hidden by the shrubs and fern that had grows up 
around. The whole island was thickly ovemin 
with wild cabbage, now in full blossom ; which, at a 
distance, when the sun was shining upon it, resem- 
bled a hill of gold, crowned at the summit with the 
straggling posts and images of its ancient £Mrtifi- 
cations** 

Not far from this island pah stood the village cl 
Huriwenua, the gaily ornamented tomb of the late 
chief forming a conspicuous object in the centre. 
Here, although everything was in a state of perfect 
preservation, not a living soul was to be seen : the 

* The cabbage was introdoced into Qneen Chariotte's Somicf Iff 
Cqptain Cook, in 1774. 
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Triage, with its neat houses, built of raupoy and its 
court-yards and provision boxes, was entirely de- 
serted. From the moment the chief was laid beneath 
the upright canoe, on which was inscribed his name 
and rank, the whole Tillage became strictly tapuy 
or sacred ; and not a native, on pain of death, was 
permitted to trespass near the spot : the houses 
were all fastened up, and on most of the doors were 
inscriptions, denoting that the property of such an 
one remained there. An utter silence pervaded the 
place. After ascertaining that no natives were in 
the vicinity of the forbidden spot, I landed and trod 
Ae sacred ground ; and my footsteps were probably 
the first, since the desertion of the village, that had 
echoed along its palisaded passages. On arriving 
at the tomb, I was struck with the contrast between 
the monument of the savage and that of the civilized 
European : in the erection of the latter^ marble and 
stone, the most durable of materials, are employed ; 
rapidly decaying wood, red ochre, and feathers, 
form the decorations of the Maori tomb. Huri- 
w^iua having been buried only six weeks, the 
ornaments of the wahi tapu, or sacred place, as 
these erections are called, were fresh and uninjured. 
The central upright canoe was richly painted with 
black and red, and at the top was written the name 
of the chief; above which there hung in clusters 
bunches of kaka feathers, forming a large mass at 
the suBimit of the canoe. A double fence of high 
paling, also painted red, and ornamented with de^ 
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vices in arabesque work, extended roand the grave ; 
and at every fastening of flax, where the horizontal 
rails were attached to the upright fencing, were 
stuck two feathers of the albatross, the snowy 
whiteness of which contrasted beautifully with the 
sombre black and red of the remainder of the 
monument. 

" Black Charley" the Australian, who had heard 
much of the cannibal propensities of the New Zea- 
landers, was afraid to go ashore for fear of being 
devoured : he always exhibited the most violent 
signs of fear whenever any of the natives came on 
board the schooner, fully expecting they would 
purchase him for a " cooky," or slave, to be killed 
and eaten. The young New Zealanders, on the 
other hand, were greatly amused at the dark colour 
of his skin, and laughed at him for being so ugly ; 
calling him " Mango ^ Mango ^^ or " black fellow." 
These boys were very inquisitive, and asked many 
strange questions respecting Europe, and more 
especially the Queen of England : they wanted to 
know if the palace was any larger than their house 
at Te awa iti, and what number of taua reka rehas^ 
or slaves, the Queen had belonging to her. 

We returned to the fishery in the evening, 
pulling against a strong tide that ran several knots 
an hour, and regained the vessel just as she was 
getting under weigh. That night we went out 
with the tide, old Thoms accompanying us as a 
pilot into Cloudy Bay. The pertinacious begging 
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of the whalers was extremely annoying : after the 
Captain had made them presents of tobacco and 
rum, they still continued asking and almost insist- 
ing for more ; and even Thoms himself was unable 
to prevent them. When the old man parted from 
us, he took his leave in the most friendly manner ; 
and as the receding boat left the vessel he waved 
his hand, saying, '' Good-bye, tatta," in his artless 
and simple way. 

The next day we encountered a gale of wind from 
the north-west, and had a tremendous pitching and 
knocking about off Cape Palliser. Our course now 
lay round the east coast of New Zealand, the desti- 
nation of the schooner being Auckland, the Govern- 
ment town ; which is situated on the banks of the 
Waitemata, in Hauraki Gulf, several degrees to the 
north of Cook's Straits, and about ninety miles 
south of the Bay of Islands. Our voyage occupied 
eight days, during which period we fell in with 
very tempestuous weather. Storms of hail were 
frequent during the squalls, the wind blowing from 
the south-east; and the sea ran terrifically. On the 
fifth day after clearing the Sounds we crossed the 
180th degree of longitude, and recrossed again 
from west to east during the day ; and at sunset 
we sighted East Cape, the most easterly point of 
New Zealand : the land was very high, and rose 
darkly against the amber sky of evening. 

On the 16th September we sighted the Great 
Island, which extends across the entrance 
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q{ Hauraki Gulf; and was so called hj Captam 
Cook, firom its forming a eonq>lete break-water to 
this capacious gul£ With a fidr breeze we rounded 
Aiguilles Point, where the rocks jut up from the 
water like so many colossal needles^ and entered 
smooth water beneath the lee of Great Barrier 
Island. This island is about twenty miles in length, 
consisting of high mountains broken into nigged 
and fantastic peaks : a considerable porticHi of the 
hills appear like those of Cook's Straits, covered 
with forest and brushwood; but on the western 
shores much more open land shows itselfl The 
whole of the island contains a vast supply of 
copper-ore, and has been purchased by a house 
in Sydney, who have raised a considerable quanti^ 
for shipment to Great Britain. Indeed the cupre- 
ous nature of the rocks was exhibited to us on 
sailing past; for at one particular spot, a huge 
mass of rock displayed large patches of yivid green 
on its surface, resembling malachite. The islands 
studding the gulf, many of which are very loffy 
and of volcanic origin, impart singular beauty to 
the scene ; and amongst them the peculiar form ol 
Rangitoto, with its triple-peaked crater, stands most 
conspicuous. Passing Bangitoto, we entered Wai- 
temata harbour, on the southern bank of which 
the town of Auckland is situated. We were glad 
enough to land, in order to obtain fredi provisions; 
having discovered, to our great disgust, when anti- 
cipating some chicken broth off Cape Palliser, that 
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the fowls we had procured at Thoms's fishery were 
quite unpalatable, owing to their having been fat- 
tened entirely upon whale blubber. 

The situation of Auckland is very preferable to 
that of Wellington, as, besides possessing a safe and 
capital harbour, it boasts of large tracts of land 
arailable for the purposes of cultiyation in the imme- 
diate yicinity of the town : the climate also is mor^ 
genial than that of Port Nicholson, being warmer, 
and less subject to the south-east gales that blow 
with such terrific violence through the funnel of 
Cook's Straits. At the change of the moon, how- 
ever, easterly gales occur, which usually last two or 
three days ; but afterwards the wind generally veers 
round to the westward, and fine weather succeeds. 
Owing to the insular position of New Zealand, great 
quantities of rain fall at all seasons of the year ; yet 
such is the transparency of the atmosphere, from the 
constant winds chasing away the vapours and exha- 
lations after rain, that the climate is remarkably 
healthy ; and the temperature never varying to the 
extreme of heat and cold, as it does in Great Britain, 
renders it salubrious and delightful throughout the 
year. 

The latitude of Auckland is 36^ 5V south, and its 
longitude 174° 45' east. The channel of Waitemata 
harbour is^ on an average, about a mile in breadth, 
and the town is situated between two and three 
miles from the heads. Its site is an undulating 
<^>en space of fern land, extending for some miles 
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towards the harbour of Manukao, on the west coast ; 
between which and the Waitemata is the narrowest 
part of the island : the distance not exceeding five 
miles. Over all this undulating district are scattered 
numerous extinct volcanoes, the craters of which are 
shaped like the frustrum of a cone, and vary in 
height from 100 to 300 or 400 feet. These flat- 
topped craters, to the number of at least twenty, 
have a very singular appearance when viewed from 
the anchorage, rising abruptly one beyond another in 
the background of the town. The most remarkable 
of them is Mount Eden, the base of which is strewn 
with blocks of scoriae, while the surrounding soil 
consists of the richest black vegetable mould. The 
district of Epsom extends in this direction, displaying 
some of the finest cultivation in the vicinity of Auck- 
land. The Tamaki, also, to the eastward^ is a dis- 
trict possessing excellent land on both shores of the 
inlet of that name ; where many settlers have located 
themselves for the purposes of agriculture. The 
population of Auckland is already more than 2000 ; 
and had it not been for the over-speculating spirit 
of its inhabitants, this would even now have been a 
flourishing place^ by reason of its central situation, 
and the easy communication it possesses with the 
coast on both sides. 

Many of the houses in Auckland are good, and 
the shops in Shortland Crescent, which is built on 
the slope of a hill leading to the church, are respec- 
table even in the eyes of Europeans. The barracks 
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are built of scoriae, and stand on the summit of a cliff 
orerlooking the harbour. The church, too — a pleas- 
ing structure — is a conspicuous object from the sea. 
Government House is a long wooden building, with 
yerandahs and gable-roofs ; and, its trellises being 
covered richly with clematis and a variety of beauti- 
ful dowers, it has an attractive appearance. It 
stands on a lawn, looking towards Hauraki Gulf, 
across which a most extensive and varied prospect 
opens of picturesque islands, with the blue moun- 
tains of the Great Barrier visible to seaward. Some 
of the sheltered bays to the right of the town are 
extremely beautiful, and the tasteful houses and 
villas of the better classes of settlers, embowered 
amongst the dark foliage of the pohutuhaua trees, 
with gardens teeming with European flowers, that 
thrive in unbounded luxuriance in the genial climate 
of New Zealand, appear remarkably enticing. When 
viewed from the water, they rise one above another, 
imbedded in rich verdure, forming an alluring 
picture of colonial prosperity. But, at the period 
of my visit, money was a very scarce article in 
Auckland, and payments were given and received 
in paper debentures issued by the Government; 
amongst tradesmen, private debentures were also in 
extensive circulation, and I have frequently received 
these promissory notes for the prodigious sum of 
sixpence ! 

A number of boys, reformed juvenile offenders, 
from the Parkhurst prison in the Isle of Wight, 
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have firom time to time been sent oat to Auckland 
for the purpose of being apprenticed to such of the 
settlers as would take them ; the Gx>Yemment think- 
ing that by banishing them to New Zealand thej 
woald be out of the reach of the influence of crime, 
and the bad example of their former companions in 
the mother country. A few have turned out well, 
but the greatest portion of them have left the parties 
by whom they were originally engaged on landing ; 
and having changed from one to another so often 
that at length no one would employ them, some 
have gone into the bush to live with the natives, 
and others pick up a precarious subsistence in the 
streets and about the town of Auckland. A few 
have obtained employment as sailors in the Gk>vem- 
ment brig, and in some of the coasting vessels and 
Sydney traders ; and of these several have contrived 
to get back again to England. During my stay in 
Auckland, one of these lads, whose good conduct 
had encouraged his master to place him in a situa- 
tion of considerable trust in his office, abstracted 
money to the amount of something beyond 1002., 
and, in league with another of these youthful delin- 
quents, attempted to decamp with it to Sydney ; he 
was, however, discovered, tried, and convicted : his 
destination was changed, no doubt greatly against 
his inclination, to the penal settlement of Hobart 
Town, where he was sentenced to remain for a 
period of some years. 

About six miles from Auckland by land is the 
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aatiTe settlement of Orakai, on the banks of a deep 
and sheltered bay, near the mouth of the Waitemata 
harbour. At this spot a remnant of the Nga ti 
watua tribe, with their principal chief Te Kawaw, 
have latterly resided ; and many of them are of great 
service to the settlement by bringing in supplies of 
wood fin* fiiel, and selling their potatoes and the 
TariotM productions of their cultivated lands around 
Orakai, to the families resident in the neighbour- 
hood. Several of the natives have in this way 
amassed considerable sums of money : sending their 
slaves to the town with loads of wood and baskets 
of potatoes for sale, they purchase with the proceeds 
various articles of European manufacture. 

The sons of Te Kawaw have sold several tracts of 
kad to the Europeans, and, in exchange, have ob- 
tained horses and the costume of English gentlemen. 
On one occasion I met young Moana, son of Kawaw, 
and his cousin Rawide, riding furiously along the 
mad to Orakai, mounted upon spirited horses, and 
gaily dressed in blue coats with bright buttons. 
When seen in contrast with this innovation upon 
Haori customs and costume, the recently tattooed 
&ee of Moana had a ludicrous effect : the incisions 
were just commencing to heal, and his cheek pre^ 
tented a succession of spiral scars ; showing how 
deariy he had paid for his national vanity in being 
anaUe to abandon this barbarous custom of his 
aaeestors, although he had so far adopted the man- 
ners of the Europeans. 
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In company with my friend Forsaith, one of the 
protectors of aborigines, I visited Orakai, where we 
spent the day in sketching and taking portraits of 
old Kawaw and several of the principal natives ; the 
influence of my friend easily prevailing with them 
to sit to me on this occasion. 

The walk from Auckland to Orakai is round 
several deep bays, the scenery in the neighbourhood 
of which is varied and pleasing. Official and Me- 
chanics' Bays are near the town : the former con- 
tains the residences of many of the better class of 
inhabitants, such as Government officers and mer- 
chants ; and situated as these houses are in luxuriant 
gardens, ornamenting the steep sides of the descent 
to the water, they present a charming appearance. 
In Mechanics' Bay the houses are of an inferior 
description, and are occupied by shipwrights, fisher- 
men, and labourers. Many native canoes enter this 
bay, on their arrival from the Thames and Coro- 
mandel harbour; and the landing from them is 
often an animated and lively scene. 

To our right, as we passed to the eastward, were 
several extinct volcanoes : Mount Eden^ Mount 
Wellington, and One-tree Hill, being the nearest 
and most prominent ones ; to the left, the islands 
of Hauraki Gulf — the belt of volcanic action being 
marked in that direction by the triple-peaked crater 
of the island of Rangitoto— presented a lovely scene, 
diversifying the calm, blue, expanse of the gulf with 
their bold and romantic outlines. Here and there 
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we entered a coptinuation of close thicket, composed 
of a variety of shrubs and low trees, some of which 
were adorned with a profusion of blossoms : through 
these woods, or native shrubberies, the road had 
been cut, leaving an infinite multitude of stumps 
jutting up from the ground, just of suflScient 
height for the traveller to stumble over without 
seeing them. The brilliant yellow clusters of th^ 
Edwardsiij and the large and star-like flowers of 
the clematis, or piki-arero of the New Zealanders, 
adorned these patches of close vegetation : the 
latter, spreading itself over the topmost branches, 
makes a dazzling display of its multitudinous blos- 
soms, which cannot fail to call forth the admiration 
of the traveller ; who may observe the native girls, 
IS they pass through the woods, gather its starry 
garlands to wreath round their dark clustering hair. 
Coming from Australia, the different colour of 
the New Zealand landscape, produced by the dis- 
tinct character of its vegetation, at once strikes the 
eye of the beholder. The glaucous hue of the for- 
mer, with its eucalypti, acacise, and casuarinae, is 
here exchanged for forests of a perpetual dark and 
glossy green ; the open land constantly intervening, 
tinged with a russet-brown hue by the fern which 
covers it, and the almost total absence of the family 
of gramirietB, or grasses. The New Zealand flax 
grows in every direction amongst the open fern- 
land ; and the tohi tokiy a species of long rush-like 
sedge, is abundant on the margin of the water, 
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and in inanJiy and damp aiinalaiMaik Tks 
e xtemivd iy used by Ae aat i ieft far facmia g the 
sdes of their houses: it m &Btenei by bandi^es 
of &x to the wooden, fiaraework. The humble 
(hdsy peeps up &YHn tibe giound amongist the ^^'Cg^ 
tadon of Ae TSew Zealand ^alleysy as wdl as in 
the meadows and jspaa Ae green lawns of BMtain ; 
the spedes being Tery similar in ^ipearance to the 
white dais^ diat gems d^ grass m oU Ei^iand. 

We passed throngh a natrrc piantatiMi, or potato 
ground^ where the inhabitants were bosily enqplojed 
in planting their cropsw They were aamg die koy a 
wooden instrument something resemUing a spmie, 
with which Aey root i^ the nmtted fibtes of tl^ 
tern below the snr&ce of die soiL At one com^ 
of the plantation was a eooking-dked, erected with 
poles^ and thatched with roapo^ bowatk which 
several natire women were ^pteftamg the mid-day 
meal for the hiboar«rs in the {4ai^tkm : their 
repast was composed of potatoes^ sorred in flax- 
baskets^ with a kind of grad made of stinking 
maize, b<nled with water ; ami their drink was 
limpid water from a neighbonring stream, ccmtained 
in calabashes, the <Mifices of which were tattooed 
roond their margin, so as to resemUe die lips of 
the women. 

On arriying at Orakai, we foond Te Kawaw, 
who was mach flattered at the idea of sitting fot 
his portrait. He is a man of advanced years, with 
a fine intellectual head, firom which the hair has 
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retreated, leaving only a small portion on each side 
of his temples : he wore a kokahuy or coarse garment 
of strips of black and yellow flax. Kawaw*s son, 
Maona, and his nephew, Paora, with one of the 
priests of the Nga ti watua tribe, also stood to me 
for their portraits. Paora insisted on displaying 
his warlike propensities ; and stripping himself to 
the waist, came forward with a couple of cartouch- 
boxes strapped round his body. Nga mako, his 
wife, is exceedingly vain ; and during the whole 
time I was engaged in sketching her husband, she 
was occupied in viewing herself in a small mirror 
and arranging her ringlets according to what she 
eonceived to be the acm6 of beauty. 

On oar return, we met several natives coming 
from the direction of Auckland, to whom we showed 
the unfinished sketches ; all of which they imme- 
diately recognised without a moment's hesitation. 

Amongst the damp moss at the root of the rata 
trees, in the shady forests not far from Auckland, 
and also in various parts of the Northern Island, 
are found those extraordinary productions called 
Tegetable caterpillars — ^the hotete of the natives. In 
appearance, the caterpillar differs but little from 
that of the common privet sphinx-moth, after it has 
descended to the ground previously to its under- 
going the change into the chrysalis state. But the 
most remarkable characteristic of the vegetable 
caterpillar is, that every one has a very curious 
plant, belonging to the fungi tribe, growing from 
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the antu ; this fungus varies from three to six 
inches in length, and bears at its extremity a blos- 
som-like appendage, somewhat resembling a minia- 
ture bulrush, and evidently derives its nourishment 
from the body of the insect. This caterpillar, when 
recently found, is of the substance of cork ; and it 
is discovered by the natives seeing the tips of the 
fungi, which grow upwards. They account for this 
phenomenon by asserting that the caterpillar, when 
feeding upon the roto-tree overhead, swallows the 
seeds of the fungus, which take root in the body of 
the insect, and germinate as soon as it retreats to 
the damp mould beneath, to undergo its transforma- 
tion into the pupa state. Specimens of these vege- 
table caterpillars have been transmitted to natural- 
ists in England, by whom they have been named 
Sp/uBria Robertiu 

Some of the native women and girls in the vicinity 
of Auckland have almost entirely adopted European 
costume; over this they will, however, frequently 
wear a mat of native manufacture, which has a pic« 
turesque and not unbecoming effect The round 
straw-hats supplied by the store-keepers are eagerly 
purchased by them ; and around their hats they 
will, on certain occasions, twine a wreath of the pUd 
arero^ or clematis. Several of the daughters of influ- 
ential chiefs have entered into a marriage alliance 
with Europeans, and the offspring of these mar- 
riages are perhaps the finest half-castes in the world, 
Kgeungeu, the daughter of Tara or Irirangi, a chief 
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of the Nga ti tai tribe, became the wife of one Thomas 
Maxwell, an industrious and enterprising settler, 
who for many years resided on the island of Wai- 
hake, situated in Hauraki Gulf, near the entrance 
of Waitemata harbour ; but about three years ago 
she lost her husband, who is supposed to have been 
drowned at sea. He had built himself a small 
schooner, which he called the " Sarah Maxwell," 
after his wife ; and from the period of his departure 
on his first voyage, he has never been heard of. A 
violent gale of wind from north-east set in shortly 
after he left the island, and it is generally supposed 
that his vessel foundered, with all on board. So 
deeply was his wife aflFected by her loss, that, 
although repeatedly solicited hy more than one 
European to re-enter the marriage state, she has 
declined every offer, and still remains a widow. 
Her landed possessions are considerable ; but she 
has generally resided, since her husband's death, at 
the village of Omupuia, where her relations chiefly 
dwell. She is left with several very interesting 
children, who are dressed in the Maori costume, 
and know no language but that of New Zealand. 
Tara, the father of Mrs. Maxwell (by which name 
she is generally known in the settlement), has seve- 
ral sons, who are remarkably tall, good-looking 
young men ; one of them, the youngest, was for 
some time under the tuition of the Bishop of New 
Zealand, and made considerable progress in his 
studies. 
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Tara frequently visits Auckland for the purposes 
of trade, where he bears an excellent character. He 
is quiet and inoffensive in his disposition ; and though 
he has not rendered himself conspicuous by any 
remarkable feat, he is known and respected as the 
friend of Europeans, and as a loyal adherent to the 
Government. The Government interpreter is also 
married to a native woman, the daughter of Tepene, 
or Stephen, whose native name is Moanaroa, one of 
the principal chiefs of Waingaroa, on the west coast. 
She has proved herself an excellent wife, and has 
several children, whom she keeps remarkably neat 
and clean, and sends daily to school at Auckland, 
where they receive an English education. 

Whilst staying with my friend Dr. Sinclair, the 
colonial secretary, we used frequently to observe 
from his verandah the various atmospheric effects 
that occur in this transparent climate. On one 
occasion, about ten o'clock at night, we were grati- 
fied with the sight of an unusually brilliant lunar rain- 
bow, displaying a double arch, and exhibiting, though 
faintly, the prismatic colours. The following morn- 
ing was ushered in with a thick fog, that, as it gra« 
dually rolled up from the tranquil bosom of the bay, 
revealed boats and canoes so vividly reflected upon 
the glassy surface of the water as totally to deceive 
the eye ; producing an effect as though every object 
were multiplied in a succession of mirrors. 

The rocks along the sea-shore, in the bays sur- 
rounding Waitemata harbour, and indeed on almost 
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every portion of the coast, are covered with a small 
species of oyster called the crested or coxcomb 
oyster (ostrea cristata), which is very palatable. 
Numerous fish are taken in the bays ; and an annual 
fishery for the tiger-shark is carried on by the 
Qatiyes in Hauraki Gulf, at a certain season of the 
year. It is from this fish that they obtain the valu- 
able maho taniway or shark's-tooth, which is worn in 
the ear of both sexes. The canoes are elegantly 
shaped, and elaborately ornamented with grotesque 
carvings, painted red with kokowai; they have 
elevated stern-posts, and carry low triangular sails 
made of raupo (a species of rush), and look re- 
markably picturesque. A fleet of canoes, adorned, 
as ihey often are, with the snow-white feathers of 
the albatross or the gull, and each manned by a 
numerous band of paddlers, presents a singular 
and beautiful appearance ; gliding swiftly over the 
blue and crisp waves, and lowering their mat-sails as 
they dart into the bay, and run up on the beach, 
shooting like arrows through the white breakers. 
Many of the canoes that arrive at Waitemata from 
the Thames, will carry from fifty to sixty men, who 
all paddle together, singing in unison some Maori 
boat-song : their strokes and voices are timed by an 
individual who stands erect in the centre of the 
canoe, performing the twofold duty of conductor 
and prompter; beating each stroke with a staff, 
which he holds in his hand, and prompting the 
words of the song. The voices of the crew, shout- 
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ing in measured strain, may frequently be heard 
when the canoe itself is but a speck on the waves, 
and the distant sound fidls on the ear with a wild 
and savage effect. 

On the slope of a lovely glen, leading inland from 
behind the eastern extremity of Auckland, is situ- 
ated the burial-ground belonging to members of the 
Church of England ; and on the opposite side of a 
road which separates it from the open fern country 
extending towards Mount Eden, is enclosed a small 
piece of land, where those of the Catholic faith may 
find interment. The Jews also have railed in a neat 
parallelogram of ground, with a simple yet elegant 
entrance-gate, where they too bury their dead. The 
dissenters' grave-yard is next to that of the Jews, 
and is but partially enclosed ; and further on, the 
burial-place of the Scottish presbyterians is pointed 
out, by a few flower-grown mounds peeping from 
amongst the fern and heather. 

The country round Auckland was formerly occu- 
pied by large and powerful tribes, of which the only 
remaining vestiges are to be found in the terraced 
walls of scoriae built on the slopes of Mount Eden, 
and others of the extinct craters, and the whitened 
heaps of pepi shells that lie scattered in immense 
quantities about these slopes, that once formed the 
sites of their fortified pahs. Clearings in the scoriae 
are also discernible at the foot of the craters, where 
the blocks of lava are piled up in heaps : these were 
evidently removed by the natives to form gardens 
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for the cultivation of their kumeraSy and other vege- 
table productions, near their fortifications; for, in 
those days of constant warfare, the inhabitants were 
afraid to go to any distance from their pahs, expect- 
ing, if they did, to be surprised and killed by their 
enemies. Amongst the antiquities of this ancient race 
— the precise period of whose extinction is unknown 
— are large circular holes in the ground, intended, 
probably, as reservoirs for water. Not far from 
Mount Eden is an extensive cavern, formerly intended 
as a " wahi tapu" or sacred place, where the dead 
were concealed ; and many skulls have lately been 
discovered in its recesses. The visits of the Euro- 
pean to it, however, have been but seldom, and 
always without the knowledge of the natives ; who 
are very particular that the remains of their dead 
should not be touched or disturbed. 

During my stay in Auckland, Pomare, the chief 
from the Bay of Islands, and Nene, the chief of 
Hokianga, arrived in the town. Pomare, who was 
accompanied by his fighting general, had pitched 
his tent close to the entrance-gate of Government 
House ; and both himself and Nene lunched with 
his Excellency Captain Fitzroy on the following 
day. These two distinguished chiefs sat to me for 
their portraits, in their full native costume, wearing 
the topuniy or war-mat of dog's skin. Pomare, in 
keeping with his usual turbulent and offensive man- 
ners, was restless, and spoke very abusively of the 
queen ; while Nene, who is all amiability and good 
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komoar, after stepping into the garden to gath^ a 
flower, with which he decorated his hair before the 
glassy stood with the utmost composare and polite- 
ness. After the sittings were over the chie& drank 
wine with me, when Pomare again exhibited one -of 
his leading characteristics, by emptying the decan- 
ters. Since my interview with Nene he has become 
one of the leading actors in the late war ; and dur- 
ing the whole period of the rebellion, he lias re- 
mained the firm friend and ally of the British troops; 
afibrding an example of nobleness of character sel- 
dom to be met with. 

Nene, or — ^as he is now more generally known by 
his baptized name — ^Thomas Walker ( TamaU Waka), 
is the principal chief of the Ngatihao tribe ; which, 
in common with many others, is comprised in the 
great assemblage of tribes usually called Ngapuis. 
The residence of this celebrated man is near the 
Wesleyan Mission station, on the banks of the river 
Hokianga ; where he fully established his character, 
as the friend and protector of Europeans, long be- 
fore the regular colonization of the country. In 
common with most of his countrymen, Nene was, 
in his younger days, celebrated for his expertness in 
acts of petty pilfering; and he himself will now 
laugh heartily, if reminded of his youthful tricks. 
On one occasion, when on a visit to one of the mis- 
sionaries at Waimate, a fine gander attracted his 
attention, and he secretly ordered it to be seized, 
and prepared for his dinner in a native oven ; but. 
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to prevent detection, the bird was cooked in its fea- 
thers. Howevery it was soon missed, and a rigorous 
inquiry instituted by its owner, but without success ; 
until certain savoury steams arising from Nene's 
camp excited suspicion. To tax him with the theft, 
however, would have been contrary to all the rules 
of New Zealand etiquette ; and the mystery of its 
disappearance was not unravelled until the morning 
after he had taken his departure, when the ill-fated 
gander was found concealed among the bushes ; it 
having been found too tough for even a New Zea- 
lander's powers of mastication. 

Some years after this, a chief of East Cape killed 
a relation of Nene's ; and, according to the custom- 
ary law in New Zealand of " blood for blood," Nene 
went in a vessel, accompanied by only one attendant, 
to seek revenge. Landing near the spot where the 
chief resided, Nene entered his pah, called the mur- 
derer by name, and, after accusing him of the crime, 
deliberately levelled his gun and shot him dead at 
his feet, and then coolly walked away. Though in 
the midst of his enemies, none dared to touch the 
avenger : all were paralyzed at his sudden appear- 
ance and determined bravery. 

But Nene is no longer the thoughtless, mischie- 
vous New Zealander : for many years he has been 
playing a nobler part in the great drama of life; 
and his conduct has deservedly gained for him a 
lasting reputation. Some traits may be mentioned 
to his honour. About the year 1839, the body of a 
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Earopean was discovered on the banks of one of 
the tributary streams of Hokianga, under circum- 
stances which led to the suspicion that he had been 
murdered by a native called Kete, one of Nene's 
slaves. A large meeting was convened on the subject, 
and, the guilt of Kete being established, Nene con- 
demned him to die ; the murderer was accordingly 
taken to a small island in the river called Motiti, and 
there shot ! So rigid were Nene's ideas of justice ! 

When Captain Hobsou arrived, and assembled 
the chiefs at Waitangi, in order to obtain their 
acquiescence in the sovereignty of the Queen over 
the islands of New Zealand, the Governor was 
received with doubt, and his proposals were at first 
rejected ; but when Nene and his friends made their 
appearance, the aspect of affairs was changed : 
Nene, by his eloquence and by the wisdom of his 
counsel, turned the current of feeling, and the dis- 
sentients were silenced. In short, Nene stood re- 
cognised as the prime agent in effecting the treaty 
of Waitangi. On another occasion his intervention 
was of great service to the British authorities. 
After the flag-staff at the Bay was cut down by 
Heki, Governor Fitzroy proceeded to the disaffected 
district with a considerable body of military, think- 
ing by a show of force to overawe the rebellious 
natives. A large concourse of chiefs was gathered 
together, and many speeches were made ; but 
amongst them all the words of Nene were conspi- 
cuous for their energy. " If," said he, " another 
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flag-staff is cut down, I shall take up the quarrel :" 
and nobly has he redeemed his pledge. During the 
whole course of the rebellion, up to the present 
period, he has steadily adhered to his purpose, and 
has on numerous occasions rendered the most essen- 
tial assistance to the military. He fought in several 
engagements with the rebels, and each time has 
proved himself as superior in courage and conduct 
in the field, as he is in wisdom and sagacity in the 
council. The settlers in the northern parts of New 
Zealand are under the greatest obligations to this 
chief. But for him and his people, many a hearth, 
at present the scene of peace and happiness, would 
have been desecrated arid defiled with blood — many 
a family, now occupying their ancient homes, would 
have been driven away from their abodes, exposed 
to misery and privation. Those settlers who were 
living near the disaffected districts, but remote from 
the influence and out of the reach of the protecting 
arm of Nene, have been driven as houseless wan- 
derers to seek safety in the town of Auckland ; and 
such would most probably have been the universal 
fete of the out-settlers, but for the courage and 
loyalty of this brave and noble chief. 

Pataone, Nene's elder brother (whom I also met 
with and painted at Auckland), is equally distin- 
guished for his attachment to Europeans and his 
loyalty to the Government ; but he has not the 
strength of mind and energy of purpose of Nene. 
Patuone's character is one of amiability : he is mild 



I « I «■ » 



302 CHARACTER OF PATUOMB. 

and unassuming in his manners, and a lover of 
peace. In former days, when quarrels between 
different tribes were not only of frequent occurrence, 
but were often attended with deeds of violence and 
blood, Patuone was indefatigable as a peace-maker. 
Travelling about from place to place, he would, by 
his persuasive eloquence, soothe the irritated pas- 
sions of the excited disputants, and win them over 
to amity and peace. He has, however, taken an 
active part with his brother against Heki and his 
adherents ; and is resolutely determined to support 
the authority of the Government. He has not 
resided so constantly at Hokianga as his brother; 
being related by marriage to the Ngatipaoa tribe 
inhabiting the circumjacent shores of the Thames, 
where he sometimes takes up his abode. He, like 
Nene, is a convert of the Wesleyan mission, and is 
baptized Edward (Uruef^a), At a late meeting of 
the Christian chiefs, Patuone made a speech, the 
following translation of which has been handed to 
me by the Kev. Walter Lawry, the highly respected 
superintendent of the Wesleyan missions in the 
South Seas : — " This is my thought, the thought of 
Patuone. I am from the seat of wickedness. When 
I heard of the Gospel, I thought to myself I would 
recline upon it. God hath made the world— the 
trees — the herbage ; and He has given us His 
Word, and I will seek to be saved by it. This is all 
I have to say." 



CHAPTER IX. 

GENERAL REMARKS UPON THE NATIVES OF NEW 

ZEALAND. 

The people of New Zealand belong to one of two 
great and distinct races of the human family inhabit- 
ing the vast ocean of the Pacific. The dark-coloured 
variety, termed the Austral negroes, have a skin 
approaching in colour to that of the African races, 
with hair occasionally curly, and in some instances 
woolly; their skulls are of bad proportions, ex- 
hibiting a preponderating development of the occi- 
pital region; their language consists of a variety 
of different tongues and dialects ; their social rela- 
tions are in an inferior condition, and they occupy a 
very low grade in the human family. To this dark- 
skinned variety belong the present inhabitants of 
the whole of New Holland or Australia ; the now 
almost extinct natives of Van Dicmen's Land ; those 
of New Guinea, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia, 
Santa Cruz, New Britain, New Ireland, Salomon 
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Isles, Loyalty Island, and the entire population of 
the Tigi group. In some of the eastern islands 
this race appears to have been the original posses- 
sors of the soil ; but they were either driven into 
the interior, or exterminated by the superior races, of 
Malayan origin, who landed and settled upon the 
coasts : and it is a remarkable fact that, at the pre- 
sent time, there are to be found, inhabiting the 
interior of several of those islands, tribes exactly 
resembling the savages of Australia in habits, cus- 
toms, dialect, and physical appearance. 

The light-coloured race of the Pacific — the one 
to which the people of New Zealand undoubtedly 
belong — have a skin of a light copper colour, in 
some instances no darker than that of the inhabitants 
of the south of Europe, with regular and pleasing 
features. Their language appears to be derived 
from one common root; though this race extends 
over the islands of the Pacific for a distance of six 
thousand miles — from the Sandwich Islanders of 
the north-east, to those of New Zealand at the 
south-western extremity of that great ocean. The 
nations comprehended under this race have superior 
faculties^ both moral and physical ; and with some 
of them a form of government, and domestic and 
social regulations have attained to a very advanced 
state. Under the head of this second great division 
may be classed, the inhabitants of the following 
groups : — ^The Marquesas ; the Sandwich Islands ; 
the Society Islands, including Tahiti ; the Naviga- 
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tors ; the Friendly, or Tonga Islands ; Mangia, 
Savage Island, Easter Island, Roturua, New Zea- 
land, and the Chatham Islands ; also, the Kings- 
mills, the Radak and Balik chain, the Carolines, 
Mariannes, Ladrones, Pelew Islands, and the various 
groups to the northwards. 

It has been frequently stated (though perhaps 
without good grounds of conjecture) that the present 
inhabitants of New Zealand have sprung from two 
distinct races : the one, a darker and inferior variety, 
who were the former inhabitants of the country ; 
and a later race, superior in intelligence and physi- 
cal character, who, on arriving at the islands, amal- 
gamated with the aborigines. 

The early history of the New Zealanders is 
shrouded in doubt and obscurity ; yet sufficient may 
be gathered from their native traditions — taken in 
combination with their similarity in arts, language, 
and physical appearance, to other inhabitants of 
the Pacific — ^to enable us to trace their origin with 
some considerable degree of certainty. 

All their native traditions tell us that they came 
from the eastward ; that their ancestors, in three 
canoes (all of which had names, and contained the 
progenitors of the most celebrated tribes) came from 
a distant land, and after a long voyage reached New 
Zealand : where they found no inhabitants, and a 
comitry covered with dense forest. Tradition fur- 
ther tells us that they came from the island of 
Hawaihi (which lies eastward), bringing with them 
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taro and dogs. The kumeroy or sweet potato (con- 
volvulus battata\ which is indigenous to Mexico and 
the Sandwich Islands, also came firom the eastward. 
It was brought, according to tradition, from the 
island of Tawaij by £ Pani and £ Tika, who 
arrived subsequently to the three canoes ; and who, 
although strangers to the New 2^alanders, resembled 
them in cohur and language : a resemblance perfectly 
in accordance with that of the Sandwich Islanders at 
the present day. We easily recognise in the names 
HawaiM and Tawcd^ those of two of the Sandwich 
Islands, 2fet<7a{V and Tauai: there being more con- 
sonants used in the New Zealand language, Hawaii 
would become Hawaiki in the dialect of these latter 
people. Maui, or Mawi, is the most distinguished 
person in the mythology of the Sandwich Islanders; 
and the New Zealanders describe him as their great 
ancestor, who drew the island out of the sea by 
means of a fish-hook. The Tonga Islanders have 
also a very similar tradition as to the origin of the 
islands they inhabit, which is probably referable to 
some geological occurrence ; many of the islands of 
the Pacific being considered of comparatively recent 
formation. The people of Easter Island— whose 
ancient inhabitants cut out of the soft volcanic rock 
huge statues, resembling the grotesque figures 
carved out of wood by the New Zealanders — ^more 
closely resemble the Maories than any other of the 
islanders of the Pacific : if we may credit the ac- 
counts given of them by former navigators. The 
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easterly trade-wind that blows within the tropic 
m%fat easily have carried canoes from the Sandwich 
Islands to New Zealand; and the inhabitants of 
Waihu, or Easter Island, may owe their origin to a 
similar source. At the present day, migrations in 
the Pacific are very common : canoes containing 
frequently a dozen or twenty natives have been met 
with at sea more than a thousand miles from the 
islands to which they belong; and others, driven 
by the wind out of sight of land, are frequently 
carried along at the mercy of the waves, and their 
crews drifted upon the first shores that may fall in 
their way. Not long since, the brig Clarence of 
Sydney fell in with a canoe from the Eangsmills 
group, containing a number of natives who had 
been twenty-four days at sea, and knew not in 
which direction they were drifting. 

For my own part, I am strongly inclined to 
suppose that the original stock of the Sandwich 
Islanders, and of the New Zealanders — for they are 
evidently the same race, and of one primitive origin 
— are descendants of the ancient Mexicans; who 
either emigrated in their vessels to the Sandwich 
Islands (which are at a comparatively short distance 
firom the American coast), or were driven thither by 
the winds, in consequence of getting too far out to 
sea to be enabled, with their deficient knowledge of 
navigation, to regain the American continent. These 
people, though acquainted with the arts and learn- 
ing of their countrymen, would not, when driven to 
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seek subsistence on an island, have either motive or 
means to practise such arts: their chief object would 
naturally be to produce food for themselves and their 
families ; and men, however highly civilized, if placed 
in such a situation, would gradually degenerate into a 
more rude and primitive state, being engrossed with 
the pursuit of the means of subsistence. 

We can trace in the carvings of the New Zea- 
landers — in their huge tikis or wakapokohos^ and in 
their ornamental houses — a strong analogy to the 
architectural ornaments of the Mexicans. The 
Mexicans carved in stone, and so did the people of 
Easter Island ; but what i» more likely than that the 
New Zealanders, retaining only a portion of the arts 
of their ancestors, finding timber in such abundance, 
and perhaps not possessing tools suitable to stone- 
work, should have wrought their rude fancies in 
wood ? The kumera^ which they say their ancestors 
brought with them on their arrival in New Zealand, 
is indigenous to Mexico ; and as all the traditions of 
these people concur in saying that they come from 
the eastward^ strong grounds are afforded for sup- 
posing them to be of Mexican origin. 

The men of New Zealand are generally tall and 
muscular ; some of the chiefs are above the average 
height of Europeans, and a few (though instances 
are not of frequent occurrence) incline to obesity. 
The women, on the other hand, are rather short in 
stature, plump, and well made ; their hands and feet 
being frequently small and delicately proportioned. 
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Their complexion varies greatly in diflFerent indivi- 
duals : sometimes it is no darker than that of an 
Italian or a Spaniard, at other times it is consider- 
ably deeper in shade. The extent of latitude beneath 
which the islands of New Zealand are situated, may 
account for the diversity of colour amongst their in- 
habitants : the people of Cook's Straits, for instance, 
in lat. 40^, are considerably lighter than those of 
the Say of Islands and Hokianga, which are five 
degrees further to the north. The hair of the New 
Zealanders generally is remarkably black, glossy, 
and luxuriant; especially that of the women, who 
wear it mostly loose and flowing over the shoulders. 
The hair of the men is often cropped short, but it 
was the ancient fashion for the chiefs to tie it up in a 
knot at the crown of the head. Occasionally their 
hair inclines to a brown colour, and I have seen one 
or two children in the interior with hair of a flaxen 
or golden colour, and a girl amongst the Nga ti 
watua tribe, whose locks were of a beautiful auburn 
tint ; the hair of the men is generally curly, but no 
s^proach to a woolly nature is discernible. The eyes 
of both sexes are almost invariably of a dark hazel, 
and those of the young people are large and 
eloquent ; but the eflect of constantly sitting over 
the smoke of their fires soon destroys the beauty of 
their eyes, which, in the old people are generally 
bloodshot and contracted: their eyebrows are regular 
and well defined, and their eyelashes are strong, but 
owing to the practice of tangi, combined with the 
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effects of the smoke, they are seldom seen to per- 
fection, except in the young people. 

The New Zealanders are a more cleanly race than 
the natives of Australia, and there is not that per- 
ceptible odour about them which is so disagreeable 
in connection with the latter population. Their 
heads are good and well formed, and frequently 
approach in shape those of the most intellectual 
nations of Europe: both animal and intellectual 
faculties are strongly developed, and the facial angle 
is large. Their teeth are regular and remain good 
to a late period of life. In many individuals the 
nose is aquiline and well shaped, in others, it is 
flatter, more resembling those of the people of Luzon 
or Pelew. The mouth is rather larger than wkh us, 
and the lips, especially the upper one, are more 
fully developed. The countenances of some of the 
chiefs indicate a great degree of mind, and are 
totally divested of anything approaching the expres- 
sion of a savage; while the nobleness of their appear- 
ance and bearing proclaims at once their superiority 
over most of the uncivilized races of man. It is 
only in moments of excitement and passion that their 
countenances are lighted up with savage ferocity : at 
other times they display a combination of dignity 
and mildness which is sure to win the confidence of 
the stranger. 

The women of the better class, such as the daugh- 
ters of some of the more important chiefs, may lay 
claim to be considered handsome ; they possess a 
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gipsy-like style of beanty, which is heightened by a 
natural modesty and bashfulness. They frequently 
form matrimonial alliances with Europeans, and the 
result of these marriages is the finest race of half- 
castes, perhaps, in the world. The slave-women, on 
the other hand, are as coarse and unprepossessing 
as the daughters of the Rangitiras^ or chiefs, are 
pleasing and comely. Both classes, however, soon 
begin to look old : the result of hard labour in some 
cases, and in others of early intercourse with the 
opposite sex, combined with their mode of living, 
which rapidly destroys their youthful appearance. 
The New Zealander is, nevertheless, long-lived; 
many of the chiefs having attained a great age : at 
the present moment, there is a chief residing at 
Coromandel harbour who distinctly remembers the 
visit of Captain Cook to Barrier Island, and several 
others of the inhabitants recollect events that occurred 
about the same period. 

Throughout the whole of the islands of New Zea- 
land but one language is spoken; only differing 
slightly in certain districts, where provincialisms 
occur, similar to those in England : the Taupo peo« 
pie, for instance, at the lakes of the interior, use a 
prefix unknown to the northern tribes. The Maori 
language is soft and euphonious, containing but 
fourteen letters, in which are included all the vowels; 
its syllables are remarkably liquid, and, if we except 
the nga^ every consonant is separated by one or 
more vowels. The letter r is fi-equently pro- 
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the missionaries, and the gradually increasing inter- 
coarse they have with Europeans, have done much 
towards abolishing this shocking custom. Occa- 
sionally the doomed infant is buried alive ; at other 
times the head is tightly compressed, which speedily 
causes death. But, in all such cases^ the child is 
destroyed immediately after birth ; maternal affec- 
tion possessing too strong a hold upon the feelings 
of the mother after the first or second day. Both 
parents are almost idolatrously fond of their chil- 
dren ; and the father frequently spends a considerable 
portion of his time in nursing his infant, who nestles 
in his blanket, and is lulled to rest by some native 
song corresponding to the nursery-rhymes of more 
civilized nations. 

Many of the Maori names have a significant mean- 
ing ; which in some instances, like those of the Orien- 
tals, is highly poetical and hyperbolical. Most of 
the individuals who have become converts to Chris- 
tianity have, on adopting their new religion, taken 
Scriptural names, bestowed upon them by the mis- 
sionaries, in addition to their former heathen appel- 
lations; but the natives are unable to pronounce 
many of these baptismal names, until softened down 
by the addition of vowels and the rejection of certain 
consonants incompatible with their own euphonious 
language. David, for instance, becomes Rawide 
with the New 2^ealander ; Thomas, Tamite; William, 
Wiremu ; Stephen, Tepeni ; Solomon, Haramona ; 
and so on. 

VOL. I. p 
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The children are cheerful and lively little crea- 
tures, full of vivacity and intelligence. They pass 
their early years almost without restraint, amusing 
themselves with the various games of the country : 
such as flying kites, which are formed of leaves ; the 
game of maui; throwing mimic spears made of fern- 
stalks, and sailing their tiny flax canoes on the 
rivers, or watching them tossed about by the waves 
of the sea. These are the most favourite sports of 
these merry and interesting children. 

From an early age sexual intercourse is frequent, 
but not promiscuous; children of both sexes are 
often betrothed by their parents, and are thus ren- 
dered tapu or sacred to the affianced parties. After 
marriage, a woman is tapu to her husband, and 
adultery is often punished with death. Families are 
usually small in number, though twins frequently 
occur. This may be accounted for partly by the 
long period during which the New Zealand women 
suckle their children ; not weaning them, as we do, 
at an early age. Another cause may be the speedy 
decay of youth amongst the women ; a female losing 
her charms before she arrives at the age of thirty. 

When a lad grows up to manhood, he is tattooed ; 
a process which is undergone at intervals, the opera- 
tion being tedious and attended with the most ex- 
cruciating pain. The Tohunga, or priest, is most 
generally the operator in the ceremony of tattooing; 
he being supposed to excel in the art of carving 
both on wood and on flesh. The instrument used is 
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a little chisel made of bone, which is driven into the 
skin by blows of a small mallet. The point of the 
chisel is repeatedly dipped into a mixture of resin 
and charcoal, which, after the wounds have healed, 
renders the lines of an indelible blue colour. Great 
attention is bestowed upon this species of ornament ; 
and in many instances large payments have been 
made by chiefs to men more than ordinarily skilled 
in the art of tattooing, that they might ensure the 
most regular and elaborate workmanship. Amongst 
the chiefs it would formerly have been considered 
the greatest possible disgrace not to have been 
tattooed, or to have only displayed a few lines of the 
jnoko upon the countenance. None but slaves were 
without the spiral carving of the face considered so 
indispensable to men of birth and courage. Not 
only are the faces of the men entirely covered with 
these spiral lines, where the individuals are fully 
tattooed, but the thighs, posteriors, and occasionally 
portions of the arms, undergo a similar process. 
At the present time, however, many of the sons 
eyen of influential chiefs — having either adopted the 
manners of the Europeans or joined the missionary 
converts — have dispensed with this peculiar and bar- 
barous disfigurement ; which certainly does not add 
to their appearance, at least in the eyes of a civilised 
community. Ko Katu, the only son of Bauperaha, 
k not tattoed ; and Josiah Taonui, the son of Taonui 
the Hokianga chief, told me that he is too much 
attached to the customs of the Pdkeha (stranger) 
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ever to disfigure himself with the moko. In some 
individuals the tattooing may be observed only 
partly completed ; and I have met with several 
powerful chiefs who, having discontinued this custom 
on embracing Christianity, appear with one side of 
their face only, or a portion of their features, deco- 
rated according to the original method. 

The lips of both sexes are generally dyed blue. 
It is a reproach to a woman to have red lips ; and 
on arriving at a proper age they are invariably 
rendered blue. This is done by pricking them all 
over with a sharp instrument until the blood flows 
freely ; soot or charcoal is then rubbed in, which 
produces the desired effect. 

With the women the tattooing of the face only 
extends to the lips and chin; but they disfigure 
their breasts and arms with blue lines, which are 
the marks of their tangi^ or lamentations for their 
deceased relations. These incisions frequently run 
in parallel lines, about a couple of inches in length ; 
and are cut with sharp shells, and dyed, in a similar 
manner to the lines upon the face, with a mixture 
of carbonized Kauri resin. In a very few instances 
I have observed women, whose ankles, from the 
heel upwards, have been tattooed with ornamental 
spiral lines. 

Polygamy amongst the heathen tribes is still cus- 
tomary. Te Heuheu, the principal chief of Taupe, 
has eight wives ; others frequently possess two or 
three, all of whom live in peaceful submission to 
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their lord. Amongst those tribes who have em- 
braced Christianity, this custom is now rarely to be 
met with; and instances are numerous of chiefs, 
who formerly boasted of -small harems, haying, on 
uniting themselves with the missionary converts, 
abandoned their surplus wives ; reserving one only, 
as their future partner in life. 

The women occupy a far higher position amongst 
the New Zealanders than they do with the aborigi- 
nal tribes of Australia ; by whom the sex are de- 
graded and despised to the lowest degree, — a sure 
mark of the inferior grade of those people in the 
scale of humanity. Many of the women exercise 
the greatest influence over their tribes; especially 
the widows of important chiefs, or aged women, 
some of whom are supposed to possess the power of 
witchcraft and sorcery. 

Within the last fifty years — indeed, ever since the 
first visits of Europeans to the shores of these 
islands — the moral and social condition and habits 
of the New Zealanders have been undergoing a great 
and gradual change. Their native weapons have, 
to a considerable extent, been thrown aside and fallen 
into disuse, and muskets of European and American 
manufacture substituted for them ; gunpowder and 
fire-arms being the chief articles of barter brought 
to the coast by the vessels trading with the natives 
for their timber, their pigs, and their flax. Blankets, 
too, are constantly worn ; and have, unfortunately, 
almost superseded the beautiful native garments 
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formed of the fibres of the Phormium tenax, or New 
Zealand flax. This has hitherto proved to be a 
change for the worse ; for the natives, being able to 
obtain blankets at a low rate, in exchange for their 
produce, abandon the manufacture of their indige- 
nous flax, and grow lazy, and consequently vicious. 
Their health, too, sufiers materially from wearing 
the blankets : these keep their skin in a state of con- 
stant irritation, and harbour vermin, and, in wet 
weather, retain the damp and moisture for a long 
period; laying the foundation for many diseases, 
to which the New Zealanders are now becoming 
subject. 

The introduction of potatoes has also wrought a 
great change in their diet, probably for the worse. 
Potatoes were introduced by Captain Cook, along 
with maize, or Indian com; and these two vege- 
tables form almost the entire food of the natives ; 
those on the coast, or along the banks of the rivers, 
add fish. They eat their potatoes without salt; and 
many, who subsist exclusively on them, do not take 
sufficient exercise to render such a diet wholesome. 
Fevers, too, are frequent, from the too abundant use 
of putrid corn; the natives steeping the ears of 
maize in water for several weeks, to render them 
soft, until they become perfectly rotten, and give 
forth a most ofiensive odour. Their only animal 
food is pork, which is not eaten constantly. 

In the neighbourhood of the settlements, and in 
fact wherever they can get an opportunity of dis- 
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posing of their pigs, but little pork is eaten by the 
New Zealanders, excepting it is at a feast on some 
grand occasion : the supplies of food then collected 
together are astonishing. The improvident natives 
prepare for a feast for perhaps a year previously, by 
raising an extra quantity of provisions ; and then, 
owing to the extravagant waste that takes place 
during the festivity, they submit to be half starved 
until the succeeding harvest. At one feast of this 
sort, given by a chief in the neighbourhood of 
Auckland to all the surrounding tribes, the row of 
blankets intended as presents to his fiiends, and the 
baskets of potatoes and dried fish piled up together, 
exceeded a mile in length ! Thousands of natives 
were assembled ; many of them having come from 
distances occasionally exceeding two hundred miles ; 
and the war-dance was performed at intervals during 
the feasting. It was then anticipated that Te Wero- 
wero, the principal Waikato chief, would, in the 
following year, give a feast to the tribes, which 
should exceed, in the quantity of provisions collected 
together, that of the Auckland chief. 

The natives generally have but two meals a day, — 
the one in the morning, the other at sunset ; these 
consist usually of potatoes, steamed in a native oven 
between heated stones, or boiled in a pot : their 
drink is water, contained in calabashes. The food 
IS served in baskets made of flax, or the long narrow 
leaves of the tawara {Freycijietia BanAsii), plaited so 
as to resemble coarse matting. These baskets are 
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usually made whilst the meal is preparing, and are 
thrown aside when the repast is over. The New 
Zealanders are very particular about their food ; it 
being connected with many notions of tapu^ which 
are as absurd as they are amusing : for instance, 
food must always be consumed in the open air, and 
never in a sleeping-house ; neither may any one eat 
in a canoe, if it happens to be laid under a tapuy but 
must wait until they land. No food is permitted to 
touch the head of a chief; and anything appertain- 
ing to food, when mentioned in connection with the 
head or hair (which is peculiarly sacred), is consi- 
dered as a curse, and revenged as an insult. A 
friend of mine, when residing in the north of New 
Zealand, once told a chief, whilst in conversation 
with him across the garden fence, that " he had 
some apples in his plantation nearly as lar^e as that 
boy's hi," pointing to the son of the chief, who 
stood by. It was too late to recall the unfortunate 
simile ; the chief was highly insulted ; and, though 
my friend assured him of the unintentional cause of 
the offence given, it was with great difficulty that a 
reconciliation was brought about again. 

In making their nets and fixing weirs for catch- 
ing fish, the natives are remarkably expert. Eels 
are greatly sought after in the deep streams of 
the interior; and crawfish are obtained by diving. 
Mussels, cockles (jnpi\ the fish of the haliotis (pawa), 
and a variety of other shell-fish, are used upon the 
coast as articles of food. 
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The kumera^ or sweet potato, is extensively culti- 
yatedy and is esteemed sacred by the natives, many 
ceremonies being connected with its planting and 
propagation. It is chiefly eaten on the arrival 
of strangers, or upon the occasion of feasts and 
other ceremonies. The taro, the fern-root (which 
formerly constituted a considerable portion of food), 
the pulp of the stem of the tree-fern (karau), the 
heart of the nikauy or cabbage-palm (areca sapida)^ 
and the sweet and luscious bractese of the tawara^ 
are amongst the vegetable productions which they 
use for the purposes of food. In some districts they 
eat the grub of an insect taken out of decayed trees, 
and much resembling the white caterpillar so greatly 
esteemed by the Australian natives : the grubs are 
first roasted over the fire. Pork, as I before stated, is 
seldom eaten, except on particular occasions ; then the 
pig, after being opened and cleaned, is cooked whole, 
in a native oven, and surrounded with heated stones : 
the flesh, when cooked in this manner, is very sweet 
and palatable. 

Before the introduction of blankets by the Euro- 
peans, the clothing of the New Zealanders consisted 
almost exclusively of garments manufactured from 
the fibres of the phormium tenax, or native flax. 
These garments, or mats, as they are generally 
termed, display great ingenuity and taste in their 
fabrication: the threads are intertwined longitudi- 
nally with others placed crosswise, and every thread 
is carefully fastened at intervals of about half an 

p 5 



322 THE WAR-MAT. 

inch in the finer varieties, and an inch in those of 
a coarser material. The making of these mats rests 
entirely with the women ; who construct, within their 
dwellings, a framework composed of upright sticks, 
before which they will sit for hours, busily employed 
in sorting and arranging the threads, and passing 
the^ime in social gossip. 

Both summer and winter dresses are composed 
of flax : the rougher garments, made of the dried 
leaves fastened into a fabric of stout fibres, are very 
warm and impervious to the rain, and give the wearer 
somewhat the appearance of a thatched haycock. 
These mats are of various descriptions, many of them 
being worn by both sexes indiscriminately ; but the 
topuniy or war-mat, belongs exclusively to the men, 
and is only possessed by chiefs, who assume it on all 
occasions of ceremony or importance. The war-mat 
consists of a large flax cloak, into which is fastened, 
with every thread, a portion of dog's hair, assorted 
into various colours, having the exact appearance of 
the most beautiM fur. The patterns are varied and 
handsome : they are ofl«n of a pure white, bordered 
with a broad band of black ; others are varied with 
black and brown, or black and white hair, arranged 
in narrow stripes, so as to resemble the skin of a 
tiger or a zebra. These war-mats have a shs^gy 
collar, composed of strips of fiir about six inches 
long, which fells over the shoulders. They are 
highly prized ; and their manufacture is a work of 
considerable labour and time. 
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The other garments of skins are the hum huruy 
and the parawai : the former is ' frequently worn, 
especially during the cold season, by the people of 
Cook's Straits and the districts south of Taupo ; it 
consists merely of a number of ornamental dogs' 
skins, which, after having been properly prepared, 
are sown together, and form a winter garment, im- 
pervious to the weather. The other dress, called 
parawai, is exceedingly scarce ; it comes from the 
Southern Island, and is made of strips of dog's fur, 
arranged indiscriminately all over a very large mat 
of the finest flax. These mats were formerly consi- 
dered handsome presents, and were sent as such by 
one cliief to another : Paratene Maioha, one of the 
chiefs of the west coasts possesses a robe of this de- 
scription, which he only wears on particular occasions. 

But the most beautiful of all these mats is per- 
haps the kaitaha, or finest flax garment, wrought of 
a species of flax cultivated especially for the pur- 
pose, the fibres of which almost resemble silk : the 
whole surface is plain, the ornament being confined 
entirely to the border, which is, in some instances, a 
couple of feet in depth, and of the richest character, 
beautifully worked in vandyke patterns of black, red, 
and white ; the angular character of which resembles 
the drawings on the tombs of the ancient Mexicans. 
The kaitaka is now becoming very scarce, the natives 
being indifferent about bestowing so much labour 
upon their own manufactures, when they are able to 
obtain European clothing at a much less cost. The 
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natives of East Cape excel in making these most 
elegant and delicate mats ; and the women frequently 
devote a period of two years to the fabrication of a 
superior kaitaha. 

The mat most generally worn is the black*string 
mat, called e karoai: a flax dress thickly orna- 
mented with black strings, or filaments of twisted 
flax, about a foot long; which are dyed by means 
of hinauj and have a remarkably graceful ap- 
pearance over the folds of the drapery. Another 
kind, called e tataroy has fewer black strings, and is 
adorned with tufl;s or bosses of scarlet, and other 
coloured wool, with frequently an ornamental border 
of the same materiaL Formerly the natives used 
the red feathers from the breast of the kaka {Nestor 
meridionalis), a species of parrot, and also from an- 
other bird inhabiting the forest, to decorate these 
mats ; but wool of the gayest colours has long been 
preferred by them. Blue and scarlet caps, and th 
variegated " comforters" brought by the traders 
find a ready market amongst the women, who pic 
them to pieces to form the tufted ornaments fo 
their dresses. Frequently the mat is thickly cover 
with strips of flax leaves rolled up, like tubes, an< 
dyed black at alternate intervals, resembling porcu — 
pine's quills ; these dangle from the garment, andi 
produce a loud rustling noise, as they jostle together, 
at every movement of the wearer. These tubes are 
thus formed : a strip of the flax-leaf is scraped on 
one side with a sharp mussel-shell, and the epider- 
mis is cut crosswise at intervals, and alternately re- 
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n^oyed or permitted to remain ; the leaf is then 
steeped in a decoction of hinau bark, and, on being 
^en outy those portions from which the epidermis 
has been removed, exposing the fibre, are dyed of a 
pennanent and glossy black, whilst the parts where 
the outer covering still remains, having rejected the 
dye, retain their original yellow colour; the strips 
are then rolled up, and fastened in at intervals with 
the fabric of the mat. A garment thus ornamented 
is called e waikawa, and is much esteemed. 

The hahahu is a very large and heavy mat, formed 
of broad leaves of black and yellow flax alter- 
nately, and is perfectly waterproof; the rain run- 
ning off it as it would from the thatched roof 
of a house. There is also a commoner sort, made 
of coarse flax unprepared, which is usually worn 
by the slaves, and constitutes their most infe- 
rior garment. Besides, there are mats with white 
strings, called e hima ; and others loaded with very 
slender strings variegated black and white, amongst 
which are introduced twisted filaments of a black 
colour, and very thick, like skeins of silk. Before 
being manufactured into these various garments, the 
flax is scraped to remove the epidermis, and then 
beaten upon a flat stone with a pounder somewhat 
resembling a druggist's pestle, but made of a species 
of granite. 

The New Zealanders, like most savage races 
capable of civilization, are passionately fond of orna- 
ment, and adorn their heads with a variety of fea- 
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there ; amongst these the tail feathere of the huia 
{Neomorpha Gatddii) are the most ralaed : they are 
bhusk, tipped with white, and have a beantifiil 
appearance. The chiefs, most of whom possess a 
considerable number of these feathers, constmct 
small boxes, called e papa^ for their reception ; and 
many of these boxes display the most elaborate 
specimens of their ingenuity in the art of earring. 
Bunches of the white feathere of the albatross or the 
gannet are frequently worn in the eare by both 
sexes ; and occasionally similar feathere are stuck 
all over the head, forming a strong contrast to the 
raven blackness of their hair. Small birds, such as 
the &n-tailed fly-catcher {IUdpiduraflab€Jlifera\ and 
occasionally the head and breast feathers of the hma^ 
are also introduced into the ear as ornaments ; and 
I have occasionally seen, in the interior, the wings 
of the eagle and the hawk fastened on each side of 
the head : the effect of this head-dress resembles 
somewhat the winged cap of the feathered Mercury; 
and the forms of the wearere, though more massive, 
were in point of symmetry not unworthy of the 
messenger of the gods. 

Wooden combs, of small size, but very neatly 
made, were formerly used by the men for fastening 
up the hair into a knot at the crown of the head ; 
but these now are becoming obsolete. Oil is em- 
ployed in beautifying the hair: two sorts of this 
substance are in use amongst them ; one expressed 
from the seeds of a tree called tUokiy the other 
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obtained from the shark, which has a most disagree- 
able odour, and renders the approach of those using 
it very offensive. The face, before battle, and fre- 
quently on festive occasions, and also during their 
funeral ceremonies, is painted with kokoum^ or red 
ochre ; which is very similar to the karku of the 
Australian natives : this substance, mixed with oil, 
is also rubbed over the arms and legs to preserve 
them from the merciless attacks of the namu, or 
sand-fly. Flowers, such as the blossom of the rata 
or the clematis, are at times introduced into the 
ears ; but the most usual ornaments are ear-drops 
made of pieces of nephrite or green jade, called 
ponamu by the natives : some of these ornaments 
are several inches in length, and vary consider* 
ably in form. Around the neck is worn a small 
and ludicrous figure, representing a man of gro- 
tesque proportions, with large red eyes, which is 
also formed out of green jade. These little images, 
termed e tiki, are regarded as amulets or charms ; 
they pass as heirlooms from generation to geneta- 
tion, and are so greatly esteemed, that it is seldom a 
native can be persuaded to part with one. The 
term tiki is likewise applied to the colossal wooden 
images that formerly surrounded their pahs; and 
the same word is used for similar objects amongst 
many of the South Sea Islanders. 

The hair of the men is usually cut at certain 
periods, though a few still we^ it listened in a knot 
at the top of the head. The married women permit 
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their tresses to flow loosely oyer their shoulders; 
and the young girls generaUy adopt the fiishion of 
letting thdr hair fidl oyer the forehead, cutting it a 
little aboye the eye-brows. Boys and girls haye 
their hair cot short ; and occasionally it is &ntas- 
tieally displayed by closely cropping a line cross- 
wise, and leaying the remainder of the hair in tafts 
or bunches. The hair is sacred ; and to put a lock 
of hair into the fire is oonadered a great insnlt, not 
only to the party to whom it belonged, bat also to 
those who may happen to be present. The beard is 
nsoally plucked out, ei&er with a pair of shells act- 
ing as nippers, or with tweezers, which are eagerly 
sought after by the men. It is a firequent sight to 
see a chief sitting in the yerandah or court before 
his dwelling, bu^y employed for hours at a time in 
eradicating all traces of his beard. Occasionally 
old men may be obsenred wearing a beard, but such 
instances are not of general occurrence. 

The principal amusements of the New Zealanders 
are singing and dancing : they *also play at ball, 
swing, and pass much of their time at the game of 
draughts. Their songs are inyariably accompanied 
with gesticulations, and frequently with distortions 
of the countenance, and a shaking or trembling of 
the fingers. In the haha^ they strip to the waist, 
and, sitting in a circle, go through the song, accom* 
panying the time with all manner of strange gestures 
and frightful grimace^, squinting, and turning up 
the whites of their eyes. 
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The war-dance is by far the most exciting of all 
their exercises, and is performed before commencing 
a battle, and for successive days previous to an en- 
gagement, whilst the warriors are mustering at the 
pahs. The purpose of this savage dance is to excite 
their warriors to the highest pitch of fury,, and to 
bid defiance to their enemy ; accordingly, in its 
celebration, the tongue is thrust out with the most 
insulting grimaces, the limbs are distorted, the whites 
of the eyes are turned up, and the dancing is accom- 
panied by ribald and aggravating songs. On these 
occasions, the warriors bedaub their bodies with red 
ochre ; for they fight naked, their heads only being 
ornamented with the feathers of the huia. 

The only musical instrument of the Maories is one 
resembling a small flute, which produces but few 
modulations of sound. This instrument is sometimes 
made out of human bone — ^generally the leg-bone of 
an enemy ; and, when this is the case, it is highly 
valued as a trophy, and worn, attached to the tiki^ 
round the neck of its possessor. 

Draughts are commonly played all over the inte- 
rior ; and it is questionable if they were introduced 
by Europeans, as the New Zealanders manage the 
game in a somewhat difierent manner from ourselves. 

In New Zealand, the " tapu" is a custom which 
almost supplies the place of law amongst other 
nations. The laying on of the tapu literally means 
to pronounce the individual or the article in question 
to be sacred for a greater or less period of time. 
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This is done by the Tohungoy or ^ wise man." The 
rite of tapu, is general amongst those Polynesian 
noes possessing a similar ori^n with the New Zea« 
landers: in the Sandwich and other islands it is 
known as *^tdbur Burial-places, articles conse- 
crated to the dead, property left in an uninhabited 
plaoe, the com and knmera plantations, and other 
objects, are made tapu; an entire /miA is often laid 
under the same restriction, as are roads, houses, and 
canoes. An indiyidual who has been sick is tapu 
until a certain period after recovery ; and the head, 
and frequently the whole person, of a chief, is 
strictly tccpu; so is a girl when betrothed in mar- 
riage; and a wife is always tapu to every one but her 
husband. Doubtless this law is the result of some 
wise r^ulation for the protection of property and 
individuals, and it has in many things a beneficial 
influence amongst a people who have no written or 
regularly-established code of laws of their own ; each 
tribe being governed by one or more chiefs, whose 
rule may be considered almost despotic, as they have 
the power of life or death over their slaves. At the 
present time, however, the tapu is frequently car- 
ried to excess, and it is made use of for many foolish 
purposes : such, for instance, as not permitting any 
one to eat or drink in a canoe that is tapu^ because a 
certain chief happened to injure his foot in stepping 
out of it ; or forbidding any one from attempting to 
ascend a mountain, or travel along a road, because 
it is tapu. 
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Witchcraft possesses a strong hold over the minds 
of the people ; and even those natives who have 
embraced Christianity are not altogether free from 
the dread of its supposed power. Diseases are 
usually attributed to the influence of witchcraft or 
sorcery, and not to natural causes. 

On the death of a chief, or any individual of rank 
amongst them, a great lamentation ensues, which is 
called a tangi. The women cut their arms and lace- 
rate their faces and breasts in a dreadful manner, with 
the sharp and broken shells of the pijd or the mussel ; 
until they become covered with blood. The clothes 
and property of the chief are generally put into the 
tomb with him ; or they are collected together and 
placed in a loahitapu, or sacred place^ surrounded with 
railings, where they rot away exposed to the winds and 
the weather. The body is enclosed in a mausoleum of 
carved woodwork within the pah for several months, 
and at the expiration of this period, the ceremony of 
lifting the bones takes place, which is performed by 
the nearest relation of the deceased. The bones, 
after being well scraped and cleaned, are then de- 
posited in a whata^ or elevated box, somewhat resem- 
bling a provision store ; or they are secreted in a 
cavern, or some sacred place, known only to the 
tohunga. 

The New Zealanders do not worship idols. Be- 
fore the introduction of Christianity amongst them, 
they believed, as do the heathen tribes at the present 
day, in invisible spirits, called atuas^ to which they 
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ascribed the form of a lizard. They believe that 
after death the soul goes to the reirya^ or place of 
fatare abode, which they affirm is to be approached 
only down the fieuse of a steep precipice at the 
northernmost extremity of the island : the place is 
known to Europeans as Cape Maria van Diemen. 

The New Zealander has a fixed and settled habi- 
tation : he resides either in his pah, which is a forti- 
fied stockade ; or in a Kcdnga Maoris or native set- 
tlement, which is not enclosed, where the houses are 
scattered about as in a village. In times of warfare 
the whole tribe seeks refuge within the pah^ which 
is often erected on the summit of a steep hill, or on 
an island, or along the bank of a river. The pah is 
surrounded with h, strong, high fence, or stockade ; 
and the interior is divided, by lower fencings, into 
numerous court-yards, which communicate with each 
other by means of stiles ; in each court stands the 
house and cook-house of one or more families, and 
also the patuka, or storehouse for food. The dwell- 
ing-house, and frequently the storehouse, is orna- 
mented with grotesque carving, and coloured with 
kokowaiy or red ochre. The cook-house is merely a 
shed, built of posts or slabs of wood placed several 
inches apart, so as to admit the air and wind, and 
roofed with beams, over which is a thatch work of 
raupo: in these houses the domestic operations of 
cooking and preparing food, corn, &c. take place 
during wet weather ; at other times they are carried 
on in the open air. The houses are partly sunk in 
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the ground, and a true native house is always buUt 
with a gable roof and a portico or verandah^ where 
the occupants generally sit. The inner chamber, 
which extends a long way back, serves as a sleeping 
apartment, and towards evening is heated by means 
of a fire ; after the family enters for the night, the 
door and window are tightly closed, and in this 
almost sufibcating atmosphere they pass the night : 
when day comes they creep out of the low door into 
the sbarp morning air, dripping with perspiration. 

Within the enclosure of the pah also stand the 
wahi tapu, or burial-places of the chiefs, which, being 
coloured red and ornamented with rich carving and 
a profusion of feathers, are attractive objects to a 
stranger. As the natives at certain seasons of the 
year are constantly in tte'r plantations and potato- 
grounds, they erect in them temporary sheds, and 
long thatched buildings, beneath which to repose in 
Wet weather, and also for the purpose of cooking 
their food. In the plantations, patukas or store- 
houses, are also frequent, in which they deposit the 
seed during the winter; these patukas are always 
raised upon a pole, or placed between the forked 
branches of a tree, to preserve them from the at- 
tacks of the rats which overrun both islands. 

Some of their pahs are very extensive, and contain 
a population of 1000 to 2000 people; others are 
much smaller, and are inhabited merely by one 
chief, with his family and dependents. Since the 
introduction of Christianity amongst the New Zea- 
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landers, the use of these fortifications is become less 
constant, and in whole districts the natives may be 
seen dwelling at peace in their scattered houses, 
without either wall or fence to protect them from an 
enemy. As Christianity spreads, wars cease amongst 
the various tribes, and even those formerly the most 
belligerent are now quiet cultivators of the ground : 
the New Zealander finds it more to his advantage 
to produce pigs and potatoes, which he barters to 
the Europeans in exchange for other commodities, 
than to be carrying on an endless and mortal strife 
with his neighbours for no accountable reason 
whatever. 

Although fire-arms have now almost entirely 
supplanted the native implements of war, a notice 
of the latter may be interesting. In battle a chief 
always carried a staff of hard wood with a carved 
head, the sharp point of which, designed to resemble 
the human tongue thrust out in an attitude of de- 
fiance, was urged forwards as a mark of insult 
towards the enemy ; the eyes were made of small 
pieces of paica, or pearl shell, inserted on each side, 
and the staff was still further ornamented with red 
parrot's feathers and tufts of dog's hair. This staff, 
called e haniy is not only used for the purposes of war, 
but is also carried in the circle of debate : the chief, 
whilst speaking, runs up and down before his 
hearers, holding in his hand the ornamented hcmu 
The use of a rod or staff of this sort, as an emblem 
of authority, is of remote antiquity, and there is a 
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passage in Homer* which alludes to a similar cus- 
tom. The mm, or war club, is a flattened weapon, 
from one to two feet in length, which is used in 
single combat : it is commonly made out of a bone 
of the whale ; when formed of green jade it is called 
meri ponamu^ and is valued exceedingly. This wea- 
pon is fastened round the arm, suspended by a 
string, which confines it to the wrist when in use. 
None but chiefs carry the meri; and on the death of 
a chief, his meri is either buried with him, or it 
descends to the nearest male relation of the de- 
ceased. 

The tomahawk was introduced by the European 
and American whalers, and is used in the same 
manner as the meri. Like the Red Indians, the 
New Zealanders have mounted the heads of these 
tomahawks upon handles of their own manufacture, 
either of wood elaborately carved, or of human bone 
adorned with grotesque devices. In the interior, a 
small wooden dagger is occasionally to be met with: 
it is carried for purposes of self-defence, by native 
travellers who go alone through the woods. Another 
weapon, called a patUy is a light wooden instrument, 
about four feet long, having a semicircular head 
resembling a bill-hook or chopper, which is sharp 
towards the edge ; it is ornamented generaUy with a 

* Iliad, lib. xviii. v. 603 to 508 ; ILtigvKiQ d*apa Xaov, to iOovrara 
iiirn* ^' The heralds at length appeased the populace, and the elden 
flat on- rough-hewn stones within a sacred circle, and held in their 
hands the sceptral rods of the loud proclaiming heralds," &c. 
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bunch otkaka feathers, and the handle is sometimes 
adorned with carving. A spear, about twelve feet 
long, is mentioned by Captain Cook as being in 
use amongst the New Zealanders in 1774, but it has 
now become obsolete. In Cook's Straits, I met with 
one (of which I made a drawing) exactly similar 
to those mentioned by that celebrated navigator : it 
was ornamented with grotesque human figures, and 
the natives said it was the work of men long since 
dead. 

The domestic animals reared by the New Zea- 
landers have been introduced at various times by 
the Europeans who have visited their coasts. The 
pig, which is bred in great numbers throughout the 
country, is said to have been first left on the island 
by the Spaniards, before the period of Cook's visit : 
the native name for it is poaha^ a word resembling 
in sound the Spanish term puerca (a sow), and the 
English porker. The dog is likewise called in 
some parts of the island by its Spanish name, pero ; 
though it is more usually termed kuri. The horse, 
the goat, the cat, and domestic poultry are frequently 
to be met with amongst the natives ; especially those 
on the Waikato, and towards the northern districts. 
Every pah abounds with dogs, which are used prin- 
cipally to hunt the wild pigs that run loose in the 
woods. 

The population of the islands of New Zealand 
has never been correctly ascertained. The census 
of both islands, according to a computation made 



POPULATION* 337 

"by the missionaries, does not exceed 120,000; though 
others have estimated it as high as 200,000. Of 
this number, by far the greater portion belongs to 
the Northern Island; the only remaining inhabitants 
on the Middle Island being those under Rauparaha 
of the Nga ti toa tribe, who inhabit the shores of 
the Straits, and a small tribe at Otago, whose chief, 
styled " Bloody Jack," is recently dead. The last- 
mentioned people are making rapid strides towards 
civilization : their late chief, though designated by 
so savage a name, was one of the most intelligent 
and Europeanized of the natives of New Zealand, 
The east coast swarms with natives, especially about 
Hawke's Bay. On the Waikato and Waipa they 
are also very numerous : the Waikato tribe alone 
can bring 6000 fighting men into the field. The 
Nga Pui tribe, to the north, including the Bay of 
Islands and Hokianga, is an extensive tribe; and 
under E Hongi, their celebrated warrior, they car- 
ried on a series of wars which depopulated many 
once numerous and flourishing tribes. A colony of 
New Zealanders, headed by Pomara their chief, 
emigrated some years ago to the Chatham Islands, 
nearly 300 miles to the south-east of New Zealand ; 
where they still reside, having conquered the abori- 
ginal inhabitants of those islands, who are a distinct 
people. 

The New Zealanders are universally friendly and 
hospitable to Europeans, and they exhibit traits of 
character worthy of the most highly civilized and 
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enlightened of th& human raee. Their change from 
barbarism to Christianity has been rapid ; and it 
has also been complete^ and will prove permanent. 
From a people addicted to eannibaUsm, and giving 
loose to the worst and wildest pasiions, they have, 
in a period of but a few years, become an intelligent 
and superior race, worthy of holding a high position 
in the scale of the human family, and frequently, by 
their noble and consistent conduct, putting to blush 
the more educated and advanced European. 

The ever*galling question of land-clsAmB is the 
only cause of all the various disputes that have 
arisen between the Maori and the stranger; and 
with reason. The Maori has now his eyes open : 
he looks forward ; and in the perspective of a dark 
and gloomy future, he sees his children's land no 
longer their own, and his proud and swarthy race 
disappearing before the encroaching European. 
He broods over this ; for he loves his country and 
the rights of his ancestors, and he will fight for his 
children's land. He reasons thus :— -as the red 
Indian has been driven back into the far west, and 
the mungo mungOy or black man of New South 
Wales, has dwindled away before the civilization of 
the white man, so his nation-shaving no outlet, no 
untrodden wastes and silent forests, still further 
away, to which they may retreat — must pass into 
oblivion. It is this that rouses his feelings into 
jealousy and mistrust ; and this feeling it is, which 
among ourselves would be called patriotism, that 
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kindles in him the seeds of so-called rebellion. 
When first the stranger came to dwell amongst 
them, he was well received ; and, as long as there 
was no fear of his encroaching on their cultivations, 
they were glad to have the benefit of his aid and 
superior knowledge; but when avaricious and greedy 
men, who had never set foot upon the land, claimed 
vi^hole districts and territories as their own, and had 
(almost before the natives themselves were aware of 
it) purchased for a mere bagatelle the choicest of 
the soil, the natives saw the approaching crisis, and 
the future result flashed at once upon their discerning 
minds. Sad and fearful as have been the effects of 
a simple, but brave and intelligent native population 
endeavouring to resist by force the tide of European 
immigration, it is still to be hoped, that, under the 
wise and prudent legislation of the present Gover- 
nor, things may be so ordered and arranged that 
the original possessors of the soil may enjoy all 
their former rights and privileges; and that the 
natives and settlers may live and amalgamate toge- 
ther, so as to form a powerful and a distinguished 
nation, combining the good qualities, physical and 
moral, of two fine races of men. 



END OP VOL. I. 



Ix>ndon : 
Printed by Stbwart and Murray, 
Old Bailey. 



( 



THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

■ 

DATE DUE 










UNlVFHblTY OF MICHIOAN 




3 9015 



00694 6357 



* 



■ ■ .'' I 



'} 



